
Blessed. In my opinion, people 

often use this word too casually. 

Beautiful, new house? New job or a 

pay raise? Children? What about the 

fact that you live in a great country 

and can celebrate freedom? If those 

are blessings, what is going on 

when you lose them? What is going 

on with your neighbor who wants 

those things so deeply, prays their 

entire life for them, sheds many 

tears, and yet still never gets what 

you take for granted as a blessing? 

Or, maybe more difficult, if you see 

these things as a blessing but one 

day wake up and find you have lost 

them, have you been cursed? 

The Bible contains hundreds of 

blessings. The first blessing is in the 

creation story, when God blessed 

the sea creatures and birds, telling 

them to be fruitful and multiply 

(Genesis 1:22). Just a few verses 

later, God extends that same 

blessing to Adam and Eve (Genesis 

1:28). When God calls Abram and 

Sarai to the Promised Land, God 

promises, “I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, 

and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing. I will bless 

those who bless you, and the one 

who curses you I will curse; and in 

you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3). 

The blessings go on and on, but 

they are never connected 

exclusively to material prosperity or 

our circumstances in life. Of 

course, Abram receives a land and a 

people too numerous to count, but 

God’s blessing is good even 

without those things.   

Jesus’ sermon on the mount is one 

of the most helpful Scriptures to 

turn to in order to understand what 

a blessing from God looks like. 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in 

spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are those who 

mourn, for they will be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth. Blessed are those 

who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be 

filled. Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people revile 

Blessed  
Pastor Joel Pancoast 

 

 

August-September -October  

2017  

Staff 

Pastors 

Pastor Joel Pancoast 

Pastor Sonja Pancoast 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Madeline Thomas 

Director of Music Ministry 

Adam Torres 

Assistant Director of Music 

Noelle Bauman 

Organist/Accompanist 

Kathryn Peiffer 

Bell and Chimes Director 

Thomas Chen 

Office Manager 
Lindsey Bowling 

Worship Technology Coordinator 

Stig Oresjo 

Bookkeeper 

John Sterner 

Childcare 

Rae Bowker 

Brooke Loftus 

Kristin Meyer 

Custodian 

Rae Bowker 

Ronda Buck 

 

Volunteer Staff 

Parish Nurses 

Diana Abraham 

Sharon Finch 

Vicki Johnson 

Financial Secretary 

Eileen Huddle 

Scott Sprain 

Publications 

Linda Sterner 

 

Church Council 

President 

Joel Brauner 

Vice President 

Nita Starr 

Secretary 

Ruth Sprain 

Treasurer 

Terri Sloan 

Members-at-Large 

Don Barnes 

Florence Doksansky 

Preston Green (Youth) 

Don Harris 

Stig Oresjo 

Eye on Zion 
A Quarterly Newsletter for the People of Zion Lutheran Church 

Continued on page 2. 



Page 2  

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  ©1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Blessed continued from page 1. 

you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you” (Matthew 5:3-6,10-12). These blessings almost make it sound like blessing is connected to poverty 

and trials in life, but the main point is that blessing is not connected to external circumstances at all.  

The idea that the Scriptures give us of blessing is whatever God gives us to help us be fully satisfied in 

God, to be able to rejoice and be glad even in the midst of life’s greatest difficulties. In those times, we 

can actually find ourselves letting go of those temporal things we might think of as blessings or rewards, 

in order to more fully grasp the eternal. Receiving things can be good. They can even be gifts from God, 

since all things belong to God anyway. But God’s greatest blessing is God’s holy presence made known 

to us in all circumstances. These blessings far outweigh any earthly “blessing” we could imagine. God’s 

blessing comes to us in Jesus, the Word made flesh, known to us through the Holy Spirit in the Word of 

God and the community of faith. When we have God’s presence and know it, then we are truly blessed. 

When we know that we belong to God, we have received a blessing. When we receive or give 

forgiveness, we have received a blessing. 

We will begin our fall with so many blessings in worship as we kick off a new season. As we begin this 

new season, we start again at the beginning of God’s story and walk through the broad narrative for the 

next 9 months to hear the scope of God’s story and promise of blessing and presence with us. The first 

four stories that provide the focus for worship fit into this theme, “Blessed”:  

September 10—Blessed from the Beginning (Genesis 1:1-2:4a) 

The first true blessing is life itself. And since we are blessed from the beginning,  

with God a new beginning can happen any time. 

September 17—The Lord Will Provide (Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14) 

God opens our eyes to blessing even at our lowest moments, when we least expect it. 

September 24—Blessings in Disguise (Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17) 

God opens our eyes to find blessing in places and people we least expect. 

October 1—Reluctant Messengers (Exodus 2:23-25; 3:10-15; 4:10-17) 

God takes reluctant messengers and blesses them with God’s presence and a power  

to do holy things. 

As the central part of our common lives and our witness, worship is a blessing, but blessings flow from 

that center into our lives of faith together. There are many blessings represented in this newsletter, not 

because we have amazing ministries or kids or staff or anything else, but because in all we do, God’s 

presence is revealed to each of us, and—God willing—to the world around us. As you read this issue, 

what will bless you in the coming months? How and through whom might you experience God’s holy 

presence?    
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W 
hat a delightful (albeit quite warm) summer we are having! It has been a busy summer 

at Zion, and the music ministry continues to stay active. I want to offer a special thanks 

to those individuals who will have contributed this summer their gift of music through 

song-leading and special music:  Kathryn Peiffer, Noelle Bauman, Linda 

Tegeder, Eileen Huddle, Maddie Elder, Ruth Sprain, JoAnn Sterkel, Gwen Boswell, Al and 

Marilyn Hinrichsen, Hannah Pancoast, and Lily Patrick, all within the Zion community, as well 

as special guests Sierra Fournier (harp), Mike Patterson (saxophone), Karin and Ryan Gunderson 

(harp), and Carrie Hansen (piano). 

A special thanks to JoAnn for leading our patriotic hymn-sing on July 2, 2017. This has become an 

annual tradition that we are grateful to have in honor of Independence Day. And finally, we are blessed 

at Zion to offer music through our praise band, led by Paul Joncas, Tom Robinson, Phil Freed, 

Julie Wilson, Dave Wolfe, Desiree Boyce, and Nita Starr.  

I am looking forward to our first children’s music ministry mini music camp (perhaps my favorite 

palindrome of the season: CMMMMC) in late July. You can read more about our vision and goal for 

this program on page 4 of this newsletter. We will also be featuring a concert with Karin and Ryan 

Gunderson (Heavenly Harp) in a program entitled Encounters with Heaven on July 27, 2017, at 7:00 

p.m. According to the Encounters with Heaven press release:  

Ever wondered what really happens at the point of death? Karin Gunderson, author of 

“Encounters with Heaven—Stories of God’s Surprising Presence” along with her son, Ryan, 

and daughter, Dijana, will be presenting “Encounters with Heaven,” an experiential evening 

combining Karin’s incredible true stories from her work as a hospice harpist, with beautiful 

harp, piano, flute, three-part vocals, and more. 

Enjoy a combination of peaceful music featuring harp, piano with flute, and vocals on popular 

and Christian pieces like “What a Wonderful World” and “It is Well with My Soul.” You’ll 

also be invited to participate in singing a few favorite hymns. 

For more information, visit www.ChristianHarpMusic.com and KaringJourney.com. CDs and 

DVDs will be available. 

This fall is shaping up to be especially exciting. The music ministry, blessed through your generosity 

and with a bit of help outside of the community, will be presenting Ein Feste Burg (A Mighty Fortress)

—a concert to commemorate the quincentennial anniversary of the posting of the 95 Theses by Martin 

Luther, featuring the debut of the Zion Festival Orchestra, with Emily Morris, soprano, and the 

combined choirs of Zion, King of Glory, and Trinity Lutheran churches. You can read more about this 

concert on page 5 of this newsletter.  

I am truly blessed to oversee a program with such support within our community. Thank you for all 

that you do for the music ministries at Zion Lutheran Church. 

Blessed  through  Music  
Adam Torres 
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Greetings to you all, and wishes for a revived start 

to the new season. This is always an exciting time 

for teachers, parents, and students beginning the 

new school year. The children’s music ministry 

definitely has some exciting new announcements, 

and reports from the summer Mini Music Camp. 

As the traveling, swimming, camping, and 

sunburns ease, the opportunities at Zion will keep 

you engaged. I have always been amazed and 

humbled at all Zion offers for the members and the 

community, and this next season will bring even 

more.  

This summer CMM offered a Mini Music Camp. 

We spent 2 days singing, drawing, playing 

instruments, dancing, and interpreting the hymns 

used in worship. The interpretations of the 

campers were astounding. Hopefully you were 

able to see them in worship as the campers sang 

the hymn “God of the Sparrow.” When the 

campers tapped in to their ability to reflect, 

analyze, and demonstrate their interpretations of 

text and music, I was reminded that we are so 

fortunate to have been provided these abilities, and 

that they affect not only our own experiences, but 

the experiences of everyone we meet. I look 

forward to planning the next summer music camp! 

The Zion children’s choir will kick off another 

season on September 12! We had a blast with kids 

from Zion and Monroe last year. As you can see 

from the picture of choristers and volunteers, there 

were some great memories made. This coming 

season will focus 

even more on 

building a nourishing 

community within the 

choir with team 

building activities. 

The scavenger hunt at 

Children’s Music Ministry 
Noelle Bauman 

the end of the year was a huge hit, as was the ice 

cream they were given at the end. The volunteers 

were so gracious and helpful with setting up for 

snacks, planning lessons, and helping keep the 

squirmy kids on task. With the new curriculum 

comes a great opportunity for people who enjoy 

planning, learning, and working with kids. The 

volunteers learn music right along with the 

chorister, and they are provided many different 

ways to teach concepts. The experiences had in a 

musical community are not available to everyone 

at a young age, or older for that matter. We are so 

fortunate here at Zion to have the curriculum, 

materials, and volunteers to offer this opportunity 

to children. Young children may not see the 

value of this opportunity, as they have not yet 

had the experience to lead them to this 

realization. The value is not immediate. It takes 

time and initiative, both of which require support 

from children’s surroundings. With these, a child 

can have knowledge and fulfillment that will 

shape their views of themselves, others, and the 

world. This blessing is poured over into our 

worship as the knowledge gained yields 

enrichment for everyone. Get ready for this 

season to highlight our richness of the Lutheran 

music history. 

A goal of CMM is to provide musical 

opportunities for kids of all ages. The children’s 

choir has formed a foundation of a small age 

group, which is absolutely wonderful for a 

supportive, growing program. Subsequently, 

there seems to be a gap of ages that are not 

provided for. Zion will be offering a chance to 

play in an instrumental ensemble that will 

rehearse on Sundays for a few weeks, then 

perform for Sunday worship. If your child plays 

an instrument and is interested in creating music 

Continued on page 5. 
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Reformat ion  Conce r t  
Adam Torres 

On Friday, October 20, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., Zion 

Lutheran Church will sponsor, in collaboration 

with conductors Noelle Bauman, Jeremy Cuebas, 

and Adam A Torres, Ein Feste Burg (A Mighty 

Fortress), a concert to commemorate the 

quincentennial anniversary 

of the Reformation. This is 

a project that has been 

years in the making, and 

we are blessed to be able 

to present this opportunity 

this fall at Zion. The music 

will be centered around 

Mendelssohn’s Symphony 

No. 5 in D, Reformation, 

whose last movement 

incorporates the hymntune 

we know as “A Mighty 

Fortress is Our God”—it is 

truly remarkable what a 

hymntune can become in the hands of a 

compositional master. 

This concert will feature music of some of the 

great musical minds of all time, including J.S. 

Bach, Felix Mendelssohn, G.F. Handel, John 

Rutter, and Pietro Mascagni. The performance 

will be put on by a full symphony orchestra (what 

we have been calling the Zion Festival Orchestra), 

whose forces will be augmented by the choirs of 

Zion, King of Glory, and Trinity Lutheran 

churches. This concert will also feature special 

guest Emily Morris, soprano, singing excerpts 

from Messiah (“I Know That My Redeemer 

Liveth”) and Cavalleria Rusticana (Regina 

Coeli). Emily is a brilliant soprano with whom I 

have had the pleasure to work through the Ralph 

Opera Center at Colorado State University as 

well as with Loveland Opera Theatre, and we are 

truly blessed that she is willing to share her 

artistry with us. 

Admission to the concert is free, though a 

freewill donation is suggested. It is my hope that 

the energy and resources being put into Ein Feste 

Burg can be a catalyst for future iterations of the 

Zion Festival Orchestra, and my thoughts are 

overwhelmed with possibilities. We will need a 

lot of help to make this event happen, from 

people handing out programs, running lights, 

having refreshments after the concert, to 

promoting the show through word of mouth, 

being a part of the concert, attending the concert, 

setting up/tearing down our modular altar space 

to accommodate a 40+ size orchestra and 65+ 

piece choir. Please prayerfully consider being a 

part of this event that has the potential to be 

something truly remarkable. After all, 500-year 

anniversaries don’t come around that often! 

Thank you in advance for your support of this 

project. If you have any questions, please reach 

out to music@zionloveland.com for more 

information. 

 

The performance will be 

put on by a full 

symphony orchestra 

whose forces will be 

augmented by the 

choirs of Zion, King of 

Glory, and Trinity 

Lutheran churches.  

with their friends at church, be on the lookout for this opportunity! There are a few dates being 

considered for this ensemble. One would be in November, and the other in December. If your child does 

not play an instrument, but is interested in preparing special music, we will always find a way for that! 

Again, here is a wish for a revived spirit as we enter this new chapter at Zion Lutheran Church. I pray 

we are all able to observe how we are blessed, whether it is obvious or obscure. 

Children’s Music Ministry continued from page 4. 
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Since 2017 is the 500th anniversary celebration of the Protestant Reformation, throughout the year we 

are focusing on different aspects of the Reformation and Lutheran theology. For the month of August, 

our worship will focus on Luther’s Small Catechism. 

August 6—Foundations for the Future (Deuteronomy 6:1-13)  

August 13—From Death to Life:  Commandments and Creed (Romans 3:19-26)  

August 20—Calling Home for Help:  The Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:1-13)  

August 27—Taste and See that the Lord is Good:  The Sacraments  

  (Romans 6:1-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)  

September 3—Daily Habits (Romans 12:1-16a)  

Luther’s Small Catechism, first published in 1529, is one of the most well-known documents produced 

during the Reformation. Though we often limit its use to confirmation instruction, its original audience 

was not so much children or youth but their parents, guardians, and teachers. As we focus on the 

Catechism’s original intent to create foundations of faith, we may well say what Katie Luther said 

about it: “Everything in this book was said about me.” As we bring our summer to a close, worship 

invites us to rediscover the power of the Small Catechism and God’s Word for disciples of all ages and 

stages, and to learn or relearn the heart of the gospel: God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  

August Worship 

Foundations of Faith: Luther’s Small Catechism 

“By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism” 

Coming this fall to Zion, an adult study on the Small Catechism taught by the pastors. Class materials are 

currently preordered from Augsburg Fortress with delivery expected sometime in August. Stay tuned for details.  

As congregations look for ways to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, many have 

heard Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton’s invitation to open, rediscover and be renewed by Martin 

Luther’s Small Catechism. To facilitate this churchwide journey, Augsburg Fortress is releasing a new 

adult study on the Small Catechism. “By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther’s Small Catechism” 

is an in-depth exploration of this treasured summary of the Christian faith, designed for group discussion 

and for personal enrichment in this Reformation anniversary year, and for years to come. The 

centerpiece of this new resource is a richly illustrated book written to inspire conversation and reflection. 

For those who wish to engage in a guided study, the book is complemented by a facilitator guide and 

short, interest-piquing videos to jumpstart group discussions. Regardless of one’s experience with the 

Small Catechism, this course is written to ignite—and reignite—the spark that Luther’s poetic and 

resonant words still inspire today. . . . Each contributor brings a a unique perspective to the major 

sections of the catechism, making connections between Luther’s story and life today. 

Reprinted from Seeds for the Parish. Summer 2017. 
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Sunday  Mo rn ing  Fa i th  Format ion  

Classes  Beg in  Sun day,  Septembe r  10  

Preschool  

Children ages 3 through pre-K will dive deep into 

one story a month as they explore the story with a 

variety of multisensory ways including art, games, 

snacks, and Bible. We have created a preschool 

room in the education wing to meet the needs of 

our youngest learners.  

Kindergarten through Grade 5 

Our elementary school age children with dive 

deep into the same story that the preschool 

children are learning through the rotational-style 

format where they will hear the story through 

movie, arts and crafts, drama, games, science, and 

cooking. Periodically we will start the unit with 

family Sunday school so that everyone learns the 

story and can talk about it together. Students and 

their parents, grandparents, or faith parents will 

meet together in fellowship hall to learn the story 

and practice the home devotional FAITH5 format. 

Other months we will have an all-ages learning 

time around the upcoming season such as Advent 

or Lent. 

Middle School Grades 6 through 8 

Middle school students will meet weekly. They 

will be using the Re:Form Foundational Theology 

curriculum to help them explore their faith and 

ask questions they actually wonder about 

regarding the Bible, creed, disciples, Jesus, other 

beliefs, and hot topics. This partners with our 

confirmation program which meets twice a month 

after worship with parents as part of the program. 

High School Grades 9 through 12 

Youth continue to grow as God’s people. High 

school is a time when youth want to know more 

about the world around them and how their faith 

impacts their life and the world. Each week the 

high school students will explore current events 

and their faith through the ELCA Blog Faith Lens 

which engages youth and young adults in 

connecting world events with the Bible, faith, and 

everyday life. On the first Sunday of the month 

they will attend worship together and then go out 

to breakfast for High School Worship Party.  

Adults 

Zion’s Janie Lichtfuss will again teach an adult 

class entitled Christianity, Cults, & Religions. 

This will be a 6-week study that helps Christians 

know what they believe and why. “They also 

need good advice on sharing the Gospel with 

people from other religions,” says Dr. Norman 

Geisler. This study has three main goals. 

1. To help Christians know what they believe 

and why 

2. To explain differences between Christianity 

and other religious groups 

3. To understand the beliefs of Mormons, 

Jehovah’s Witnesses, Buddhists (and other 

Eastern religions) and Muslims. 

The cost of the participant guide is $10.00. 

Please see Janie if you plan to attend or sign up 

on the Sunday blue connection sheet. 

Each Sunday we gather in worship to give God thanks for God’s many blessings. We also have 

opportunity to learn about this God we worship in our Faith Formation time from 9:40 to 10:30 a.m. 

each Sunday morning.  
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“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an 

opportunity to celebrate who we are as the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—one 

church, freed in Christ to serve and love our 

neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity 

for us to explore one of our most basic convictions 

as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ—every 

act of service, in every daily calling, in every 

corner of life—flows freely from a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace. We are blessed by 

God, to be a blessing for others. You work every 

day to make your community a better place. Let us 

continue doing this work together in 2017!  

In previous years, we have worked with the other 

ELCA congregations of Loveland. In the previous 

2 years, we have painted homes of those in need 

through the “Paint Our Town” project. Three years 

ago, we helped prepare the new building that now 

serves as the Life Center of House of Neighborly 

Service for their grand opening. 

Those projects fell on 

Saturdays.  

In 2017, we are following the 

ELCA recommendation to 

celebrate “God’s work. Our 

hands.” as an extension of our 

worship. Each congregation 

(King of Glory, Mustard Seed 

House Churches, Trinity, and 

Zion) will worship as they 

normally do. Later that same 

afternoon, we will gather together at various places 

around Loveland to participate together in being 

the hands and feet of Christ to serve the world.  

There will be a number of different service 

opportunities for people of all ages and abilities. 

Participants will sign up in advance and receive 

the location of those service opportunities during 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is September 10 

worship on September 10. We are still pulling 

together projects and service opportunities, but 

some of the possible projects are as follows (feel 

free to share other ideas you may have and we 

will try to add them):  

• City of Loveland Community Partnering 

• Paint part of the playground at Monroe 

Elementary 

• Fill food bags at Community Kitchen 

• Bag beans and rice for Homeless Gear in 

Fort Collins 

• Sing at an adult care facility 

• Show appreciation for Loveland police 

officers 

• Write letters to active 

duty military. 

Watch for ways to sign up for 

a project and to order a 

“God’s work. Our hands.”  

t-shirt if you do not already 

have or want one. We are 

excited about this opportunity 

to spread the love of God 

throughout our community 

and share in this effort with 

other Lutherans in our community.  

No matter how you participate in “God’s work. 

Our hands.” Sunday, we hope you will gather 

with all four ELCA congregations at North Lake 

Park shelter #2 by the fishing pond for a picnic at 

5:00 p.m. Bring a favorite dish to share, and 

celebrate in our shared witness of “blessed to be 

a blessing.”  
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Exploration and Connections 

Becoming a “Member” at Zion 

At Zion we offer an opportunity each fall and 

each spring for visitors who have become active 

worshipers and 

participants in 

Zion’s mission to 

explore what it 

means to be a 

member at Zion. 

If you think about 

it, “membership” 

is a strange word 

to talk about one’s relationship to a church. You 

usually become a member of something when you 

pay your dues or fees, and as a result you receive 

something extra. At Zion, neither of those is true. 

No one pays any dues or fees, and no one gets any 

service as a member that they wouldn’t get 

otherwise.   

We like to think of membership at Zion as a new 

or renewed commitment to discipleship. Disciples 

follow Jesus and are blessed by the ways He 

shows up in our lives through the gift of God’s 

Spirit. At Zion we invite people to “join” the 

mission and ministry of Zion as members and 

disciples when they are ready to make a new 

commitment that is a response to God’s love in 

our specific context and community. People 

“join” the mission and ministry of Zion when 

they are ready to explore contributing their time, 

talent, and treasure in a new way. 

Anyone interested in considering membership at 

Zion, or wanting to know more, should 

participate in the “exploration” conversation on 

November 19 to receive information for “next 

steps” toward membership. If you are unable to 

make this date, please see one of the pastors to set 

up another time for conversation.  

After this exploration conversation, anyone who 

wants to join or is considering the next step is 

invited to the “connections” dinner on Sunday, 

December 3. During the dinner, we focus on 

connecting with relationships and ministry areas 

that may nurture each person’s growth as a 

disciple and participation in mission and ministry. 

We would love your help if you are already a 

member and interested in helping with the dinner, 

acting as a dinner host, or sponsoring those 

considering membership. Please let us know so 

we can help connect new members to people and 

ministry at Zion and in our community. 

New Member Exploration Conversation 

Sunday, November 19, at 9:40 a.m.  

New Member Connections Dinner 

Sunday, December 3, at 5:30 p.m.  
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Zion’s Faith Formation Coordinator 

Introducing Madeline Thomas 

Madeline comes to Zion from Zoar Lutheran 

Church in Perrysburg, Ohio, where she served as 

the Director of 

Youth Ministry 

and Education.  

In 2014, she 

graduated summa 

cum laude from 

Adrian College in 

Michigan with a 

B.A. in French 

and with a 

teaching 

certification. 

Madeline served 

in Madagascar for 

a year with ELCA 

Young Adults in Global Mission. On top of all 

this, Madeline has a connection with Sky Ranch. 

She worked there for two summers and is 

engaged to be married on September 16 to Jeff 

Fairfax, one of the new program directors at 

Sky Ranch.  

Zion’s search team was excited not only for 

Madeline’s passion for intergenerational 

ministry, but also for her organizational and 

management skills, her maturity, and the way 

she lives and shares her faith so clearly.  

Madeline has gifts for empowering others for 

ministry, and has developed that gift to be able 

to help others lead in ministry in many ways. 

Throughout the interview process, Madeline 

made others feel at ease, and showed great 

interest in the lives and interests of others she 

talked with, regardless of their age. The search 

team felt that Madeline exemplified Zion’s job 

description perfectly. 

We are excited for Madeline to join us at Zion! 

She will start with us on August 1. 

Rally Day, Installation of Madeline Thomas, and Potluck Picnic  

Sunday, August 27  

8:15 and 10:15 a.m. Worship—Installation of Madeline Thomas  

9:30 a.m.—Rally Day  

11:30 a.m.—Potluck Picnic to Welcome Madeline  

Join us on Sunday, August 27, for a day of celebration. We will kick off the new Sunday school year 

for children ages 3 through high school. Parents or guardians are invited to come and register their 

children for Sunday school. Children and youth can meet their shepherds and teachers for the 

upcoming year and meet Madeline Thomas, our new Faith Formation Coordinator. We will install 

Madeline in both worship services. Following the second service, we will have a welcome picnic for 

Madeline giving the whole congregation a chance to mingle and meet Madeline more informally.  

Bring a dish to share. Zion will provide drinks, plates, and silverware.  

Madeline Thomas will start 

August 1 as Zion’s Faith 

Formation Coordinator. 
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Blessing of Backpacks 

Sunday, August 20 

8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Worship 

We kick off the school year blessing students, 

teachers, and administrators as part of our 

worship service. We want to surround them with 

our prayers and blessings as they begin a new 

phase of their educational life knowing that God 

has created all that we are: body, mind, and 

spirit. We invite all children and educators to 

start the school year off on the right foot 

surrounded by our prayers and God’s blessings. 

Confirmation Kickoff 

Sunday, August 20 

11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

We will kick off confirmation just as the school 

year kicks off. All middle school youth and their 

parents are invited to the confirmation kickoff. 

Confirmation is a period of deepening instruction 

in the faith as our children grow into youth 

whose faith is becoming their own. They are 

moving toward affirming that they want to 

continue to be part of the people of God who are 

grounded in the self-giving love of Jesus Christ. 

We will gather for lunch as we hear about plans 

for the coming year. 

Entry into Sunday School 

Sunday, September 10 

8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Worship 

As our infants grow into preschoolers, we want 

to mark their entry into a more formal faith 

education in our Sunday school program. All 

Fai th  Format ion  Mi l es tones  

Bless ings  for  our  F a i th  Journe y  

children 3 years old are invited to celebrate this 

milestone with a blessing.  

First Bible Classes for Third Graders and their 

Families 

Sunday, September 17 

12:00 noon to 2:00 p.m. 

First Bibles and Entry into Confirmation 

Sunday, September 24 

8:15 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. Worship 

We are blessed when we hear God’s Word. God’s 

Word changes us and transforms us. When a child 

is baptized we give a story Bible so that God’s 

story can be interwoven in the child’s life. As 

children get older and begin to read for 

themselves, we place in their hands the Holy 

Scriptures so that they can read God’s Word for 

themselves. Third graders will receive their First 

Bibles on Sunday, September 24, and parents and 

children are invited to attend the First Bibles 

preparation class on Sunday, September 17. We 

will have lunch together and then learn more about 

God’s Word and how we can read Scripture 

together as a family and teach our children how to 

read Scripture on their own.  

We also will be presenting our incoming 

confirmation students with a Lutheran Study 

Bible. As they begin this new phase of their faith 

journey our middle school youth begin to ask more 

complex questions. We want to be able to give 

them the resources so they can grow as a child of 

God and become more deeply connected to God’s 

people from biblical times to the present.  

Our faith blesses us each day, but we also have special times when we want to celebrate the transitions 

in one’s faith journey and bless the child, youth, or adult as they transition into this new way of being.  

Continued on page  12. 



Affirmation of Baptism 

Sunday, October 29 

10:15 a.m. Worship 

We celebrate with our ninth graders who are 

affirming their faith. They have spent an 

intensive time learning and growing in their 

faith and are ready to take the next step in their 

faith journey, affirming their baptism and 

affirming that they are committed to being a part 

of the faith community gathered here at Zion. 

On Sundays in October, they will be presenting 

their faith statements. On Reformation Sunday, 

October 29, they will be affirming their 

baptismal promises at the 10:15 worship. The 

youth who will be affirming their faith are:  

Zachary Blundell  

Taylor Cassell  

Madison Elder  

Joshua Samuels  

Rebecca Smith  

Marshall Wolfe. 
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Faith Formation Milestones—Blessings for our Faith Journey continued from page 11. 

Walking with Jesus 

Confirmation Camp 
This year our confirmation students lived life in 

biblical times. They were taken back to the time of 

Jesus for the week of Confirmation Intensive at 

Sky Ranch (June 25-30). The youth assumed roles 

in the story such as Pharisees, women, disciples, 

and zealots and lived into these identities 

throughout the week. The week began with the 

baptism of Jesus and 

the beginning of 

Jesus’ ministry and 

ended with Jesus’ 

ascension. It was an 

amazing week for 

everyone.  

Thank you to Zion for 

providing $50 for 

each child to attend 

camp. Thank you to 

everyone who 

contributed to Zion 

camperships. We had 

14 youth attend 

confirmation camp 

and have 13 

elementary youth signed up to attend in August.  

Living our life serving others 

Youth 

Service 

Day 

Colby Vrem assumed the role 

of Simon of Cyrene helping 

Jesus carry the cross. 
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Al l  Ages  L2F2  Fa i t h  Format ion  Events  

Stargazing at the Little Thompson Observatory  

Saturday, September 23  

6:00 to 8:30 p.m.  

850 Spartan Avenue in Berthoud, Colorado  

We are excited to have Paul and Deborah 

Price share their passion for astronomy with the 

entire congregation. They have reserved the 

Little Thompson Observatory in Berthoud. We 

will start in the warm room with snacks and a 

presentation and then head up to the telescopes 

to see the stars for ourselves.  

Women’s Bible Study Groups 

We are blessed to have three women’s Bible study 

groups that meet monthly. They follow the Bible 

study put together by the Women of the ELCA in 

“Gather” magazine. The upcoming study is “The 

Apostle’s Creed” written by Julia Seymour, pastor 

of Lutheran Church of Hope in Anchorage, Alaska. 

In September, the theme is “I believe in God,” in 

October, “I believe in Jesus Christ,” and in 

November, “I believe in the Holy Spirit.” 

The meeting times are as follows: 

Priscilla Bible Study—Meets the second 

Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in member’s 

homes.  

Ruth Bible Study—Meets the second Thursday 

of the month at 9:30 a.m. in member’s homes.  

Sarah Bible Study—Meets the second Tuesday 

of the month at 1:30 p.m. at Zion.  

To find out more information about these study 

groups, contact the Zion church office. 

Summerfest  

Sunday, August 13 

5:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Winona Pool  

Come together for Summerfest to celebrate the 

final days of summer. Join your friends from Zion; 

meet new friends from King of Glory, AND meet 

Madeline Thomas, our new Faith Formation 

Coordinator. Invite your friends for the fun. 

Everyone is invited to bring a picnic dinner and 

enjoy fellowship together. Bring your suit or watch 

others swim. We will have the fixings for ice cream 

sundaes for everyone. Fun will be had by all. 

Wednesday Feed-Forward Bible Study 

7:30 a.m. or 12:00 Noon 

Join the preaching pastor each week to learn 

more about the lesson for the upcoming Sunday 

worship. Many times you may have questions in 

worship but feel awkward raising your hand in 

the sermon to ask a question. Here is your 

chance to ask before Sunday worship. 

Participants have also found that as they dive 

into the text beforehand, they get more out of 

the Sunday service as they see the connections 

of the music, images, and prayers to the sermon 

theme. All are welcome. Come to either session, 

whichever best suits your schedule. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Join the men of Zion on the second Saturday of 

the month at 7:30 a.m. at Tito’s (174 East 29th 

Street in Loveland) where they gather around 

good food and enjoy faith-filled conversation 

and prayer.  

Fai th  Format ion  fo r  Adu l ts  
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We Are  Blessed  
Angie Elder 

My initial intent for this newsletter was to submit a huge THANK YOU to everyone for the cards, 

words of encouragement, help with our girls, but most importantly for all the prayers for our family as 

we walk with my sister, Becky, through her battle with ALS. However, when I heard that this 

season’s theme was BLESSED, I felt compelled to share more about how God is working in this time 

in our lives. 

It seems easier to say how blessed we 

are when things are going well or as 

expected. It’s when we are faced with 

challenges, trials, and difficult 

situations when it’s harder to say 

“We are blessed.” Our family has 

found ourselves in this type of 

situation this past year but I’d like to 

share some of the ways we have been 

blessed. 

We have been blessed with 

FLEXIBILITY. My parents and I 

have jobs that have allowed us to 

spend a lot of time providing care for 

Becky and spending quality time with 

her and her family. 

We have been blessed with OPPORTUNITIES to see Becky participate in a variety of treatments 

(experimental trials, holistic approaches, for example) to battle this disease.  

We have been blessed with others’ GENEROSITY. Many people have donated money, provided 

meals, loaned equipment, and given of their time. 

We have been blessed with FAITH. People have offered words of encouragement and prayers daily 

for Becky, her husband and boys, and all of our extended family. We have seen prayers answered 

throughout every step of this journey. 

We have been blessed with HOPE. We trust in God and believe that, regardless of whether Becky is 

healed in this life or the next, He is holding Becky (and all of us who love her) in the palm of His 

hand today and forever. 

In the midst of our difficulties and sadness about Becky’s disease, we all stand together looking 

towards the cross and can say with confidence, “WE ARE BLESSED.” 

We Who Are Blessed 



You are a blessed and loved child of God. I hear that 

a lot in church, and I have all my life. It gives me a 

comfort that no other phrase can, but I didn’t 

completely understand it until recently. Being a 

blessed and loved child of God is the largest gift that 

God can give me, and here’s why. 

Being a Lutheran, we believe largely 

in grace. I hadn’t learned the 

importance of this in my faith until I 

was awakened to the fact that other 

faiths don’t necessarily receive grace 

and forgiveness solely from being a 

child of God. Some may have to 

repent, some have to give offerings, 

and others have to give large portions of themselves 

in order to gain the forgiveness of God. But as 

Lutherans, we are saved by grace. We are welcomed 

into heaven by grace, even as sinners because we are 

forgiven. By grace we have been saved. 

Also, by being a blessed and loved child of God, I’m 

blessed with the unconditional love of God. Growing 

up in the church, I was fortunate enough to learn love 

as my first language. Looking at God, He is so easy 

to love. He saves us from the darkness in the world, 

and has done nothing but good in our lives. But the 

amazing thing is the love that He gives us. It is such 
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Blessed 
Tyne Klammer, Youth 

a blessing to know that God loves me and all 

other people for all the sins and imperfections 

that make us human. Even after all of the sins 

that we commit on earth, God welcomes us 

wholeheartedly and for all eternity. Now that’s 

amazing, and the biggest 

blessing I could ever receive. 

Now, with all these blessings 

that I have in my life, the only 

way I can thank God is by living 

here on earth through Him. This 

means not only loving God, but 

everyone around me. If God 

loves all people here on earth 

with all His heart, I can at least try to. Living 

life with love, love toward God, and love 

toward all other children of God that deserve it 

because of grace. No one is perfect, including 

me. But even when others are hard to love, 

God still loves them. If God can, I can.  

As blessed children of God, we have so many 

blessings in our life that God gives with His 

love. And with these blessings, God sends us 

out to serve and love as He does. “Yes, they’ll 

know we are Christian by our love.” 

 
Even after all of the sins that 

we commit on earth, God 

welcomes us wholeheartedly 

and for all eternity. Now that’s 

amazing, and the biggest 

blessing I could ever receive. 
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At Rest in Our Father’s House 

We keep in prayer: 

Family and friends of Dallas Hansen whose 

funeral was on June 16 at Zion. We especially 

keep in prayer his wife of 62 years, Polly 

Hansen, and his children, grandchildren, and 

great-grandchildren. 

Joyous Celebrations  

We celebrate the birth of Viola to Angela 

Gatton on June 9. She is welcomed by her 

brother Robert and her sister Ava. 

We Keep in Prayer 

 

Zion offers up prayers 

for those in need—for 

members, friends, 

community, country, 

and for the world. 

Among Members and Friends  

VBS Thank You 

Thank you to Megan Hart and Erin 

Bachman who did a wonderful job directing 

VBS this year.  

A special shout out to Natalie Patrick, 

Elaine Nichols, and Ronda Buck who spent 

countless hours leading many volunteers to 

create amazing decorations. Our VBS 

decorations were used by four more 

congregations after us. 

Thank you to all of the 50+ youth and 

adults who made this program a reality.  

Thank you to Joe J and all of the support from 

our L2F2 partner King of Glory.  

It was an amazing week with over 90 kids in 

attendance. What an amazing and life 

changing experience for the kids, youth, and 

adults who attended and helped out. Thank 

you, thank you, thank you. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make 

Sierra’s Race a success 

• 1,200 participants 

• 120 on Laura’s Team—largest team participation 

• 200 free vaccinations on race day 

• 500 free vaccinations on average every year 

Zion Thanks 

ALL the office volunteers who helped with cleaning 

and organizing the closets downstairs. 

Thanks to Jim Vosberg for providing rods on which 

to hang the costumes. 
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Dearest Zion Family, 

My brother and I would like to thank the entire 

staff at Zion for the wonderful support and lovely 

service after Mom’s passing in April. We also 

want to thank all the Zion volunteers who set up 

the fellowship hall and provided such nice 

refreshments for our guests who attended her 

funeral on April 17. It is such a blessing to belong 

to such a comforting and supportive faith 

community. You are appreciated more than you 

will ever know. 

Peace, Blessings, and Light, 

Theresa McCarthy 

I would like to thank the members of Zion for their 

care after my surgery. I received so many notes, 

cards, and meals. It has been wonderful! While I 

have a long road ahead of me during the next few 

months, the care and support from all of you will 

certainly be what I will need.  

Thank you very, very much. You simply cannot 

know how much your care has meant. 

 Janie Lichtfuss 

Many thanks to Adam and Lindsey for their 

kindness and helpfulness to me on Sunday, July 2. 

To Adam for asking me to play the piano for a 

patriotic sing-along. To Lindsey for the planning, 

preparation, and arrangement of the songs in an 

easy-to-follow pamphlet. My wholehearted 

appreciation to Adam, Lindsey, and members of 

the congregation for their participation. 

Joanne Sterkel 

Among Members and Friends  

Thank You Letters to Zion 

• April 27, 2017—From House of Neighborly 

Service for a contribution of $533.32. 

• May 3, 2017—From House of Neighborly 

Service for a contribution of $30. 

• May 12, 2017—From Lutheran Episcopal 

Campus Ministry at University of Northern 

Colorado for a contribution of $500 and for 

Greg Schairer and Ben Moening-Swanson 

who serve on our LECM Board. 

• June 19, 2017—From Operation Gratitude for 

continuing support of their mission. 

To Our Dear Zion Friends, 

First of all, we want to thank Pastor Joel and 

Pastor Sonja for your concerns, visits, and 

prayers for both of us when Dallas was at North 

Shore Health Center.  

Pastor Joel, the beautiful service and comforting 

message for our Dear Husband, Father, 

Grandfather, and Great-Grandfather meant so 

much to all of us. 

To Gloria Sheppard, we thank you so much for 

the beautiful organ music. 

The lovely cards, the memorials in Dallas’ name 

to Pathways Hospice and Zion Lutheran were so 

appreciated! 

We give thanks to our Zion ladies that served the 

very nice lunch. 

Our love for our Dear One is so greatly missed, 

but we give thanks to Our Almighty God that he 

has peace and He brings us a sense of peace and 

assurance as well. 

Our love to all. 

In Christ, 

Polly Hansen and Family 



June 25-July 1, eighteen youth and adults from 

Loveland Lutheran Faith Formation (L2F2) 

went to Navajo Mountain to serve the Navajo 

people. The theme for the week was “The 

Road,” focusing on the story from Luke 24 of 

Jesus appearing to two disciples on the road to 

Emmaus. In this week of serving, the risen Lord 

Jesus certainly appeared to us in many ways, 

sometimes through the Scripture and worship, or 

through the Navajo residents, the camp staff, or 

each other. God blessed this group of mission 

trip participants as they were sent from Loveland 

by the communities of Zion and King of Glory, 

but the blessings continued throughout the week 

of service. They worked hard to be a blessing to 

residents on the reservation. The primary work 

was in partnership with the State of Utah, who 

provided sheet metal for durable, long-lasting 

roofs to lay over and secure to the existing 
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Mission Trip to Navajo Mountain, Utah 

rooftops, but each work crew participated in other 

projects as well, from painting to building 

porches and handicap ramps. But the work was 

only the beginning of the blessing. The blessing 

came as God showed up on the road in the way 

God most often is revealed to us: in the flesh, 

through others, and in relationship. This group 

was truly blessed, to be a blessing.—Pastor Joel  

Eighteen L2F2 youth and adults gathered for their departure to Navajo Mountain, Utah.  

Continued on page 19. 



I experienced the beauty of nature differently than 

in the environment of my home state. I am also 

blessed with the opportunity to see new places 

and how God works in different ways through 

culture and the generosity of the native people. 

—Tyne Klammer 

This year was my second mission trip that I have 

been on. And like my first trip, it humbled me and 

brought me closer to God. This past year has been 

crazy and hectic, and I have struggled with my 

faith, and as I go into my senior year of high 

Mission Trip to Navajo Mountain, Utah, continued from page 18.  
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school I know things won’t slow down. This trip 

helped me stop for a minute and remember God’s 

grace and never-ending love for me. Through the 

week of serving and fellowship, I ended up 

feeling a sense of peace and calm and it helped 

bring me closure to some things I struggled with 

over the past year. I’m so grateful to have been 

able to serve such a deserving and welcoming 

community in such a beautiful place that Navajo 

Mountain is. I’m grateful for the all the people 

that I met and my crew, and most importantly 

being able to grow in my relationships among my 

youth group.—Emma Blundell 

Tyne Klammer 

Emma Blundell 

Continued on page 20. 
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I feel I was blessed working in the Navajo 

community by seeing the people’s gratefulness 

and appreciation of the simple things like another 

layer of paint on their house. It was a blessing to 

contribute to such a wonderful community made 

up of so many unique individuals.—Ellie Black 

This was my first mission trip and it was truly 

memorable. The feeling of the resident seeing the 

finished project has truly changed me, and I will 

never forget that moment. The hospitality and 

gratitude from the Navajo people was truly 

incredible. Navajo Mountain was truly a magical 

place, and I will never forgot that trip. 

—Zach Blundell 

The blessings I 

received from the mission trip to Navajo Mountain, Utah, were 

many. First of all, it was being able to help the resident of the home 

my group worked on who was so happy. She said after we finished 

that it was like being in a new house. Second, seeing the kids work to 

accomplish a project and the joy and satisfaction of a job well done. 

Finally, the blessing of being a part of the youths’ lives and to be 

able to see them grow during the week in work, faith, and play. I feel 

like I was blessed a lot more than I gave to them. The Lord willing, I 

plan on going on more trips and thank you for all the help and 

prayers by the congregation and parents that put their trust with me to 

watch over their kids.—Bob Majeski 

Mission Trip to Navajo Mountain, Utah, continued from page 19.  

Continued on page 21. 

Ellie Black 

Zach Blundell 

Bob Majeski 
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Mission Trip to Navajo Mountain, Utah, continued from page 20.  

Continued on page 22. 

Serving 

Praying 

Smiling 

Playing 

Clowning 
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Mission Trip to Navajo Mountain, Utah, continued from page 21.  

More Clowning 

White Water Rafting 

Homecoming 

The blessing came as God showed up 

on the road in the way God most often 

is revealed to us: in the flesh, through 

others, and in relationship. This group 

was truly blessed, to be a blessing. 

—PASTOR JOEL 
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Scholarsh ips  fo r  Se n iors  

Danae Burseth 

Distinguished Disciple 

Scholarship 

This is a new scholarship to 

Zion given to one high school 

senior for $2,500 who has 

shown themselves to go above 

and beyond in their life of 

discipleship.  

Danae has faithfully served on 

Altar Guild since she was 

confirmed, teaches Sunday 

school, and has led the drama 

station for Vacation Bible 

School for the last few years. 

She worked to pay for the 

mission trip out of her own 

pocket and has been attending 

worship faithfully through 

high school even though her 

family does not attend Zion. 

Danae is a quiet presence with 

a strong foundation of faith.  

Danae will be attending 

Colorado School of the Mines 

this fall and studying chemical 

engineering.  

We are excited to support 

Danae as she moves into this 

next phase of her life. 

Taylor Kelloway-Goeltl 

Dennis Goeltl Memorial 

Scholarship 

Dennis Goeltl, who died in 

2014, was a leader at Zion, 

serving on council and 

working with youth, and 

taught at Front Range 

Community College. At 

Dennis’ death, memorial funds 

were collected to support his 

daughter Taylor as she 

continued her education 

beyond high school.  

Dennis and Taylor shared a 

special relationship. About 6 

months prior to Dennis’ death, 

Taylor publicly affirmed her 

faith in worship. However, 

because of some anxiety 

Taylor was unable to present 

her statement of faith, so at the 

last minute, Dennis went to the 

microphone to read her 

statement and talk about the 

faith that he had seen in her. 

This summer, Taylor started 

school at Front Range 

Community College. Blessings 

can come out of terrible things 

that happen in life; in this way, 

Dennis’ life  has come full 

circle to be a blessing to 

Taylor. Out of death, God can 

bring life.   

Hannah Tate 

Sprenger Scholarship 

The Sprenger scholarship is 

awarded to a member of Zion 

who is attending an 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA) college, 

university, or seminary. 

Hannah received $5,000 from 

the Sprenger scholarship to 

attend Pacific Lutheran 

University (PLU).  

Hannah is a well rounded 

individual who is strong in 

body, mind, and spirit. She has 

grown up at Zion and has a 

strong foundation of faith. She 

has consistently been on honor 

role and is a student leader at 

her school as she serves on 

student council. She has 

demonstrated her love of dance 

since she was a little girl. With 

these strong roots, Hannah 

surely will soar to new heights 

as she attends PLU. 

This coming fall Hannah will 

be attending PLU and studying 

psychology on a pre-med track. 

Zion is blessed to honor three of its graduating seniors with scholarships. 
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ELC A Nat iona l  Youth  Gather ing  

June 27  to  Ju ly  1 ,  2 018  

Houston ,  Texas  

Every three years 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America gather for 5 days of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth 

Gathering. These youth gather for interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service, and fellowship. 

Through these activities young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their faith 

in their daily lives. 

In 2015, Zion sent 19 youth and 4 adults to 

Detroit for the ELCA Youth Gathering. Now 

we are looking toward the summer of 2018 

to send another wonderful group of youth 

and adults to Houston, Texas. An 

informational meeting was held in July but 

Pastor Sonja can get more details to any 

who are interested. The total cost for the trip 

is $1,250 with Zion supporting each youth 

with $500 from the youth fundraising 

efforts. This leaves $750 for each family to 

provide. A deposit of $150 and a registration form are due by Sunday, September 10, because 

the registration opens on September 15. We do not want finances to be the reason to prevent 

anyone from attending. Scholarships are available through the ELCA and we can work with families 

to find ways for our youth to attend. We are excited about some of the changes that are made for this 

upcoming gathering, including housing synods together so that we can be with our friends from other 

congregations in the Rocky Mountain Synod working together to help us grow together through 

evening devotions at the hotel. We hope to have a great group attending the ELCA Youth Gathering 

in the summer of 2018.  
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Girl Talk Kickoff  

Tuesday, August 15 

6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

We are excited to kick off our second year of Girl Talk at Zion. All 

middle school girls are invited to come and learn more about Girl 

Talk and all the amazing ways that it can make a positive difference 

in your life. Come and meet the Girl Talk leaders, have some 

yummy ice cream, ask your questions, give your input, and learn 

more about Girl Talk. 

Girl Talk  

High School Girls Mentoring Middle School Girls 

Weekly Meetings start August 22 and go through May 

Tuesdays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Zion 

Girl Talk is a national organization to help high school girls mentor 

middle school girls through the drama years of middle school. 

Girl Talk’s mission is to help young teenagers develop self-esteem, 

develop leadership skills, and recognize the value of community 

service. High school girls are able to develop leadership and make a 

difference in the lives of others as they mentor middle school girls.  

You can learn more about this organization at www.mygirltalk.org.  

All middle school girls are invited to participate. You do not need 

to be a member of Zion or King of Glory. Any middle school girl 

can benefit from this amazing program. 

To learn more about this program, speak with Zion’s Girl Talk 

advisors Amy Brauner and Pastor Sonja or with Zion’s Girl Talk 

leaders Ellie Black, Emma Blundell, Jennifer Robinson, and 

Rachel Samuels.   

Woman 
to Woman 

Woman to Woman is a group 

for women that meets to read 

and discuss one or two chapters 

from some book that relates to 

women’s issues and our faith. 

The group meets the second 

Monday of the month at 6:30 

p.m. in the homes of its 

members. 

The September meeting will be 

Monday, September 11, at the 

home of Desiree Boyce, 335 

Lark Bunting Avenue in 

Loveland. 

The book for this year is still 

being decided. 

For more information, contact 

Desiree Boyce at 

drbt2006@msn.com.  

Spiritually Fulfilling Time Away 

Women’s Retreat 

November 11-12 

Peaceful Valley Ranch 

Join the women of Zion in the 

beauty of God’s creation for 

spiritual growth, relaxation, 

and fun. The 2017 retreat will 

begin on Saturday morning and 

end on Sunday afternoon with a 

Friday night option available. 

Linda Livers will be our 

speaker this year and will be 

sharing more about Insights.  

Scholarships are available.  
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Monroe  Out reach  

be providing dinners at the Early Childhood 

Learning Center. 

Pie Night / Title Night  

Thursday, September 14, 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

Serve pie to children and families who will come 

to learn more about what it means that Monroe is 

a Title 1 school, get their questions answered 

about innovation status, and hear of opportunities 

available at Monroe. 

School Accountability 

Committee (SAC) 

Second Thursday of the Month 

5:00 to 6:00 p.m. 

The SAC looks for ways to make Monroe better. 

Each school has an SAC committee and 

encourages community members to be a part of 

this committee. This is different than the PTO 

which is the parents and teachers working to 

make the school better. Rather the SAC looks at 

academic data, helps decide curriculum directions 

for the school, and gives input on the direction 

Monroe should move in the future. Pastor Sonja 

currently serves on this committee and would 

love to have more Zion members who are 

committed to making our community stronger 

also be part of this committee.  

Help Get Classrooms Ready 

Friday, August 11, Noon to 3:00 p.m. 

Help the teachers at Monroe get their classrooms 

ready for the arrival of their students. We will be 

helping with a variety of projects. 

Homework Tubs  

Monday, August 14, 11:00 a.m. to Noon  

Put together homework kits for the 4th graders. 

Open House for Students to 

Meet Teachers 

Thursday, August 17, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Hand out the school supply kits that we made for 

the 4th grade students. 

Back to School Night Sack 

Dinners 

Thursday, August 31 

Noon to 2:00 p.m. 

Make sack dinners at Zion. 

5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 

Hand out sack dinners at Monroe. 

Families at Monroe are invited to Back to School 

night to learn more about how they can support 

their child’s education throughout the coming 

year. In order to increase family participation, 

Zion will prepare 250 sack dinners. We will also 

Continued on page 27. 
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Parent / Teacher Conference 

Dinner 

Date and Time TBD 

Provide dinner for the teachers at Monroe who do 

an amazing job caring for the children in their 

classrooms. We want to thank them and show 

them a little love for all that they do by providing 

dinner for them while they stay late for parent 

teacher conferences. We will also provide dinner 

for the teachers at the Early Childhood Learning 

Center. 

Boot and Coat Drive 

October 

We will be collecting boots and coats for the 

children of Monroe throughout October. We will 

post a sign with the various sizes and genders of 

boots and coats that are needed.  

Weekly Classroom Volunteer 

Usually 1 hour per Week 

Many of the teachers welcome an extra hand in 

the classroom. You may be reading one on one 

with a student, working with small groups while 

the teacher works with another small group, or 

assisting students who need extra help in math. 

You may be grading papers, putting up bulletin 

boards, or shelving books in the library. The 

Monroe teachers are amazing, and we can help 

them in many ways, and in turn enjoy the 

amazing experience knowing that we are 

changing lives. Pastor Sonja spends 1 hour a 

week in a kindergarten classroom, and we have 

other dedicated volunteers who help at Monroe 

in various ways. If you would like to be a weekly 

Monroe volunteer, speak with Pastor Sonja.   

Battle of the Books 

October to January—2 Times a Week 

This year we are adding support to Battle of the 

Books, mentoring students who could use extra 

support. 

Collect Box Tops and 

Campbell Soup Labels 

Each label brings the school 10 cents 

Collect box tops or Campbell’s soup labels and 

place them in the donation box at Zion. Each 

label brings the school 10 cents, and those dimes 

add up quickly.  

After-School Soccer Coach 

Fall and Spring 

Monroe is hoping to start an after-school soccer 

program in the fall and spring for boys and girls 

in 1st and 2nd grades and for boys and girls in 

3rd and 4th grades. Pastor Joel is planning to 

coach one of the teams. We need more coaches. 

If you are a coach or know of someone who 

could be a coach have them talk to Pastor Sonja 

ASAP (that is, As Soon As Possible).    

Monroe Outreach continued from page 26. 
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Dig i ta l  Sound Board  
Adam Torres 

We are excited at Zion to be upgrading some of our audio equipment, which we hope will result in an 

enhanced worship service that provides a more welcoming opportunity to volunteers to be a part of the 

Sound Ministry! With this opportunity comes a training opportunity on August 28, 2017—keep your 

ears open (pun intended) for more information on this! 

With the help of audio engineer Dan Butcher, we will be installing a new sound board in the sanctuary 

in August 2017. While it will look very similar to our current setup (knobs, knobs, and more knobs!), 

this board will actually be digital and will have the capacity to be operated remotely from an iPad. This 

provides several advantages over our current setup. 

• This means volunteers who run sound will be able to be on the main floor while making 

adjustments. The current sound board location is not optimal for running sound, insofar as what 

one hears in the sound booth is quite different than what one hears in the congregation. This gives 

sound volunteers the opportunity to align their ears to the congregation’s and make adjustments to 

the sound accordingly. 

• Because sound can be run downstairs, this can provide an opportunity to run sound for those 

volunteers at Zion who might otherwise struggle to climb the narrow stairwell that leads to the 

sound booth. 

• We will be able to make the process of running the board more efficient and user friendly by 

maximizing the technology within the new board. For example, we will be able to create various 

“profiles” (for traditional and contemporary services, for example), that are saved and can be 

recalled to help with consistency from week to week. 

• This gives musicians (such as the praise band) a little more control with monitor mixes through 

ease of remote adjustment. It is our hope that through the new sound board, we can install 

monitors in the choir loft to help give “presence” to the band, as well as provide monitors for 

spoken microphones (at times it can be difficult to hear pastor/pulpit microphone). 

If you are interested in joining the sound team, please reach out to the office—we’ll soon have sign-up 

sheets at Zion for our training session with Dan Butcher, and will be making announcements in August 

during worship.  

If you have any questions about the sound board itself, or want to learn more about any of the 

specifics, please e-mail music@zionloveland.com.  

Thank you, and I look forward to worshipping with you with our new equipment in the fall! 

mailto:music@zionloveland.com
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Celebrate the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation Oct. 27-28 at 

Luther Seminary. This two-day 

event will include workshops, 

presentations and performances 

for church leaders as well as the 

general public. All are welcome to 

attend this event. Experience a 

performance on Friday evening at 

the Ted Mann Concert Hall in 

Minneapolis by the National 

Lutheran Choir of “Holy Spirit 

Mass,” a new choral work 

commissioned for the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation. 

Norwegian composer Kim André 

Reformation Festival at Luther Seminary  

Arnesen was 

commissioned 

to write this 

significant 

work. On 

Saturday 

afternoon, the 

festival will 

conclude with 

a worship 

service at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis with Presiding 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton preaching and massed choirs from area 

congregations. Find all the details and register at luthersem.edu/ 

reformation. Please plan to join this historic celebration hosted by 

Luther Seminary and the National Lutheran Choir and sponsored 

by Central Lutheran Church.  

Meet Nikkole, our Thrivent Builds 

Homeowner-to-be 

Nikkole is a Loveland native and works at Boyd Lake Veterinary 

Center. Recent events necessitated her return to her parents’ home. 

She yearns to be independent and is ready to take on the 

responsibilities of homeownership. She was always aware of Habitat, 

and since applying has been amazed at the 

compassion and friendship extended to her. She 

is so thankful that Habitat is providing her the 

opportunity to be independent, and she looks 

forward to the stability homeownership will 

provide for all the things she will accomplish in the future. 

Reprinted from Seeds for the Parish. Summer 2017. 
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Zion Evening Book Club Selections for Fall 2017/2018 
Scott Sprain 

September—The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd. 2014. 450 pages. Fiction. 

Writing at the height of her narrative and imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece of 

hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to have a voice in the world. Hetty “Handful” 

Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating 

walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known 

from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits 

imposed on women. Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to 

flesh out the rich interior lives of all of her characters, both real and invented, including Handful’s 

cunning mother, Charlotte, who courts danger in her search for something better. 

We meet on Thursday, September 21, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Jaci Engel and Wes Melander, 4110 

Bonnell Drive, Loveland, 80537. 

October—Boys in the Boat by Daniel Brown. 2013. 417 pages. Nonfiction. 

Out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope 

in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from 

the American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant. With 

a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the University of Washington’s 

eight-oar crew team was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great Britain, 

yet they did, going on to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. 

We meet on Thursday, October 21, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Florence Doksansky, 3695 Leopard 

Street, Loveland, 80537. 

November—The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. 1986. 325 pages. Fiction. 

The Handmaid’s Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable to forget its images and 

its forecast. Set in the near future, it describes life in what was once the United States and is now called 

the Republic of Gilead, a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply declining 

birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original Puritans. The 

regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with bizarre consequences for the women and 

men in its population. The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the unfortunate Handmaids 

under the new social order. 

We meet on Thursday, November 16, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Scott and Ruth Sprain, 5260 

Crabapple Court, Loveland, 80538. 

Continued on page 31. 
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Zion Evening Book Group Selections for Fall 2017/2018 continued from page 30.  

January—My Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor. 2013. 353 pages. Memoir. 

The first Hispanic and third woman appointed to the United States Supreme Court, Sonia Sotomayor 

has become an instant American icon. Now, with a candor and intimacy never undertaken by a sitting 

Justice, she recounts her life from a Bronx housing project to the federal bench, a journey that offers an 

inspiring testament to her own extraordinary determination and the power of believing in oneself. Here 

is the story of a precarious childhood, with an alcoholic father (who would die when she was nine) and 

a devoted but overburdened mother, and of the refuge a little girl took from the turmoil at home with 

her passionately spirited paternal grandmother. 

We meet on Thursday, January 18, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Charlotte Schmidt, 2306 Firstview 

Drive, Loveland, 80538. 

NOTE: All Zion Book Group selections are available in the Zion library. 

pews to provide more back support. Since 

Waggoners specializes in pews, they will not 

reupholster the chairs in the choir area of the 

sanctuary, but they will provide us with the same 

material so that either we can put the fabric on 

those chairs or we can contract with someone to 

do it. That portion of the project will be slightly 

further out, but our hope is that the entire project 

will be completed before the fall season.  

Thank you to all who have worked on this 

project, especially Jordyn Horst, Virginia 

Horst, Ginger Klein, Cindy Kurtz, and 

Susan Osborn.  We look forward to how this 

project will add to the beauty of the sanctuary 

and the overall worship experience for all.  

Near the end of 2016, funds had been given to 

replace the cushions on the pews in the sanctuary. 

However, as a team began to look more closely at 

the pews, they learned that the integrity of many of 

the pews has been compromised over the years. 

After all, they are more than 50 years old!  

After looking at bids (which did include the 

possibility of replacing the pews with new 

seating), we contracted with a local expert, who 

has been removing the pews two at a time to 

refinish the stain and restore the structural integrity  

Soon Waggoners, a company from Hutchinson, 

Kansas, that specializes in pew upholstery will be 

bringing in fabric to reupholster the seat cushions 

and apply cushioning to the upper portion of the 

Sanctuary  Pew s  

Bishop Election Process — 2018 Synod Assembly  

The 2018 Synod Assembly, May 3-5, 2018, in Westminster, Colorado, will include an 

election for Bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod. In the coming months, Bishop Jim Gonia 

will continue to discern whether or not he is open to the possibility of serving another term. 

He will have completed one 6-year term in 2018 and there are no term limits in the Rocky Mountain 

Synod. He will communicate his discernment in early September.   
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Troop  314  Sta tus  Update —Summe r 201 7  
Jenny Hutson 

Summer is always an exciting time in scouting, and that holds true for Troop 314 this year! 

Troop 314 kicked off the summer by 

honoring Loveland’s fallen soldiers at the 

annual Memorial Day Avenue of Flags 

memorial. A few weeks later, on Flag Day, 

the scouts once again honored the country 

by assisting the Elk’s Lodge in retiring 

over 100 American flags. 

In mid-June, the troop journeyed to Camp 

Alexander in the mountains west of 

Colorado Springs, where 21 boys spent the 

week earning merit badges, hiking, kayaking, shooting, and learning new things. The whole crew 

returned dirty, happy, and full of stories of new experiences! 

We sent three scouts to attend the National Youth Leadership Training 

this year. NYLT is a nationally recognized premier leadership training 

program 

where 

attendees 

spend a week 

learning, 

among other 

things, 

advanced 

leadership 

skills. Huge 

thank you to 

Zion Lutheran for sponsoring one of our 

scouts for this program. 

Once again this year, we parked cars for the 

4th of July fireworks celebration around Lake 

Loveland. As our biggest fundraiser of the 

year, nearly the whole troop participated to 

cover the two lots all day and evening, with a 

much-deserved break to view the city’s 

beautiful fireworks display. 

Continued on page 33. 
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Troop 314 Status Update—Summer 2017 continued from page  32. 

We sent two groups of our more experienced scouts 

to the Northern Tier High Adventure Camp in 

northern Minnesota. Their canoeing expedition took 

them through thousands of acres of the pristine 

lakes, meandering rivers, dense forests, and 

wetlands of northern Minnesota. 

Aside from these highlights, the troop participated in 

many other activities to build on their scouting 

skills. 

Learning to fly 

fish, biking 

the city trail, 

testing their 

personal 

fitness, and 

participating 

in shooting 

sports were 

some of the 

activities our 

scouts 

experienced. 

Last, but 

certainly not 

least, we are 

proud to 

introduce 

Troop 314’s 

newest Eagle 

Scout, Ben 

Clegern! Ben completed all the necessary rank 

requirements and project and was awarded the rank 

of Eagle Scout! This is a huge accomplishment for 

any young man, and Ben is no exception! 

Congratulations Ben! 

We are always looking for young men seeking a 

challenge and opportunity to have fun while gaining 

skills and learning leadership. If you know of one 

who might be interested, please send him our way! 

Thank you, Deborah Price 
Zion is blessed to have a resident naturalist who 

shares her love and knowledge. During the 

summer, Deborah Price coordinated two 

nature hikes. In June, we went to Bobcat Ridge 

just west of Loveland. Bobcat Ridge is a 

beautiful place as a diverse area that includes 

hogback ridges, foothills, drainages, and glades, 

but it also has an interesting human history 

related to several prominent people from 

Loveland.  

In July, hikers were treated to nature closer to 

home at River’s Edge Natural Area, with trails 

and wetland areas that were recovered after the 

2013 Big Thompson Flood. One of the most 

popular features of this hike was the astronomy 

lesson and demonstration that Deborah and Paul 

offered. Because of the popularity of this part of 

the hike, Deborah shared two astronomy 

programs that Paul and she are volunteering for 

with the City of Fort Collins Natural Areas. 

These are free programs, but you do need to 

register by going to https://engage.fcgov.com. 

You’ll have to create a profile sign-in, and then 

you can view the calendar (look for the tab at 

the top) and sign up for any programs Fort 

Collins offers. The two you should look for are:  

Saturday, August 26, 8:00 p.m. 

Astronomy at Bobcat Ridge 

Friday, September 8, 7:15 p.m. 

Adult Moon hike at Bobcat Ridge 

Zion Hikers at Bobcat Ridge 
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New s f rom Luthera n  

Campus Min is t ry  
Pastor Deb Abbott 

In August, we will be welcoming back students to our 

campus communities! Please help us reach out to new 

students attending Colorado Statue University, Front 

Range, University Northern Colorado, or Aims by 

sending names and contact information to us so that we 

can invite them to be a part of Lutheran Campus 

Ministry.  

You can also easily connect your student with any 

Lutheran Campus Ministry in the country by going to 

www.elcacampusministry.org.  

Don’t know any students but love to cook? Meals are 

needed for our communities on Sunday nights.  

For more information, contact Pastor Deb Abbott at 

lcm.unco@gmail.com at Lutheran Episcopal Campus 

Ministry at University of Northern Colorado or Pastor 

Paul Judson at pastor@lcmcsu.org at Lutheran Campus 

Ministry at Colorado State University. Thank you! 

New lighting at Zion 

Zion’s new LED lighting was provided 

through a City of Loveland energy 

conservation program called Efficiency 

Works. BioStar Lighting worked with the 

city to provide the materials at no cost to 

Zion, and Zion members donated their time 

to install the items. 

The sanctuary lighting before drew 900 

watts per fixture; the new LED technology 

reduced that to just 87 watts per fixture. The 

most noticeable effect, however, has been a 

significant increase in the light levels. The 

measure light level on the benches in the 

sanctuary has increased by 240 percent 

while using less than one-tenth the original 

energy. Another area to notice is the 

recessed down lighting in the common areas. 

Those fixtures used to consume 55 watts per 

fixture; that has been reduced to just 6.5 

watts per fixture. All the track lighting has 

been similarly upgraded. 

The folks at Efficiency Works estimate the 

new lighting will reduce Zion’s annual 

electric bill by $1,536. Another impact is 

that a typical incandescent lamp has a life 

expectancy of 750 hours. The new lighting  

has a life expectancy between 50,000 and 

100,000 hours. This will reduce the number 

of lamp replacements and the labor that goes 

with it. 

If you want more information about the new 

lighting at Zion, feel free to ask Jack Allen 

some Sunday. AND keep your eyes open for 

more upcoming lighting improvements.  

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the 

Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope. Then when you call 

upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 

When you search for me, you will find me; if you 

seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, 

says the Lord. 

—Jeremiah 29:11-14a 

http://www.elcacampusministry.org/
mailto:lcm.unco@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@lcmcsu.org
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Hi,  

Bookworm Here 

FIRST OF ALL, after a 

short “vacation,” I am 

delighted to be back to tell 

you about some new books 

that have arrived in Zion’s 

library. 

SECOND, the books that have been chosen by the 

Zion book groups are now on their special shelf in 

the library. Rather than purchasing these books, feel 

free to check them out. 

THIRD, you will find several “featured” books there 

also. One that I think you might enjoy is titled Holy 

Spokes. After Laura Everett’s car died on the 

highway one rainy night, she made the utterly 

practical decision to start riding her bicycle to work 

through the streets of Boston. Seven years later, 

she’s never looked back. Holy Spokes tells the story 

of Everett’s unlikely conversion to urban cycling. 

As she pedaled her way into a new way of life, 

Everett discovered that her year-round bicycle 

commuting wasn’t just benefiting her body, her 

wallet, and her environment; it was enriching her 

soul. Ride along with Everett through Holy Spokes 

as she explores the history of cycling, makes friends 

with a diverse and joyful community of fellow 

cyclists, gets up close and personal with the city she 

loves—and begins to develop a deep, robust, and 

distinctly urban spirituality. 

I hope you enjoy this book and some of the other 

really interesting books on my shelves. 

If you have questions, please see Janie Lichtfuss, 

my helper in the library. 

See YOU soon  

and happy reading! 

Zion Hosts:  Dave Ramsey’s 

Financial Peace 

Starting September 6 

6:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

This is a 9-week course, and the cost is $93.00  

for the class materials. * 

Approximately 76% of Americans live paycheck to 

paycheck, regardless of their income. “Broke” has become 

the new normal in our nation, but this doesn’t have to be 

true for you. 

• Taking control of your money starts with a plan, and 

Financial Peace University is that plan! 

• Financial Peace University is financial expert Dave 

Ramsey’s 9-week money class. You’ll learn practical 

ways to pay off debt, overcome your fear of 

budgeting, and create a savings plan to replace 

retirement worries with financial peace. 

• More than 4.5 million people have changed their 

futures with Financial Peace University. You can too! 

If you are interested in attending this class at Zion,  

please complete the registration form online at 

http://www.fpu.com/1044322. 

* Consider this a financial commitment due to its being 

about financial planning for your future. If you are in 

need of assistance to cover the $93 cost, please email 

Zion at office@zionloveland.com. 
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Celebrate Your Faith—

Renew Your Spirit— 

Love One Another 

Important Dates Related to Newsletter Content 

(Read the Articles for Details)  

July 27 Encounters with Heaven Concert 

August 11 Ready Monroe Classrooms 

August 13 Summerfest 

August 14 Monroe Homework Tubs  

August 15 Girl Talk Kickoff 

August 20 Blessing of Backpacks; Confirmation Kickoff 

August 27 Rally Sunday and Welcome Madeline Thomas 

August 28 Digital Sound Board Training 

August 31 Monroe Sack Dinners 

September 10 Faith Formation Classes Begin; “Gods work. Our hands.” 

Sunday; Youth Gathering Registration Deadline 

September 11 Woman to Woman 

September 17 First Bible Classes for Third Graders and their Families 

September 23 Stargazing at the Little Thompson Observatory 

September 24 First Bibles and Entry into Confirmation 

October 20 Reformation Concert 

October 29 Affirmation of Baptism 

November 11-12 Women’s Retreat 

November 19 Exploration Conversation 

December 3 Connections Dinner 

Change Service Requested 

Issue 7/17 

Join Us in Worship 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship 

10:15 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

On the 3rd Sunday of each month, 

the two worship styles switch. 

Fall Worship Schedule Starts 

September 10 


