
Growing up, I attended a Catholic 

school that was run by nuns. Not 

the smack-your-knuckles-with-a-

ruler kind of nuns, but kind, loving, 

and joyful nuns. Some of my 

classmates would joke that Sister 

Marie-Therese never sat down; she 

was always on the move. She was 

constantly talking with middle 

school students during their religion 

class, holding hands with a 

kindergartner who had gotten lost in 

the hallway, laughing with high 

school students in the lunchroom, or 

playing her violin with the school 

orchestra. Sister Marie-Therese was 

always on the move and she blessed 

people everywhere she went.  

And just like Sister Marie-Therese, 

God is on the move. God is on the 

move for us, seeking us out and 

claiming us with Godôs grace. 

Godôs movement toward us is most 

evident in Jesusô movement toward 

Jerusalem, the cross, and out of the 

tomb. It is through Jesusô life, 

death, and resurrection that God 

moves toward us bringing mercy, 

grace, and reconciliation. We can 

trust that God is on the move with 

us, no matter what we are doing or 

facing. 

And during this season of Lent (the 

time between Ash Wednesday and 

Easter), we are invited to join God 

on the move. Throughout Lent, we 

will follow Jesusô journey up the 

mountain, into the desert, and to 

Jerusalem. But these movements 

are not just to or from physical 

locations. During our Lenten 

readings, Jesus is also moving 

toward people as Jesus moves past 

all obstacles and down the road. 

With each week in Lent, Jesus will 

move closer to Jerusalem, closer to 

the Last Supper and closer to the 

cross. 

And as Jesus moves toward the 

cross in our Gospel readings, we 

are invited to move too. Lent is a 

time of preparationðforty days that 

the church sets apart specifically for 

repentance and reflection as we 

prepare for Easter. Traditionally, 

Christians have engaged in Lenten 

practices (like prayer, alms giving, 

and fasting) that have moved them 

a little further outside of themselves 

and helped to turn their attention 

toward God and their neighbor. 

And God is not done moving. 

God on the Move 
Intern Pastor Courtney Steitz 
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God on the Move continued from page 1. 

The Sunday School children and the Zion 

childrenôs choir will be singing in worship on 

February 3, March 3, and April 21.  

I am so thankful to our congregation for the 

support and love they have shown the children. 

Though we talk about singing to glorify the 

Lord, they still feel incredibly nervous to sing in 

front of a room filled with people. 

The childrenôs choir will be presenting a musical 

at the end of May. The concert they prepared for 

December went very well, and was a result of 

dedicated practice the children had completed. I 

hope for May to bring the same sense of success 

for the children.  

As always, I want to share my thanks for the 

wonderful volunteers. I absolutely could not run 

the choir without them. 

Sunday School music is continuing with the same 

schedule as last year. The children get to sing, 

play instruments, and learn music every first 

Sunday of every month. 

Jesusô journey to the cross and out of the tomb are not the end of the story. God continues to act and 

move in so many ways all around us. Lent can be a time to reflect, repent, and refocus. And as we 

journey with Jesus, it can also be a time to pay attention to the ways that we see God moving in our 

lives and the lives of those we love. Sometimes it is in large, miraculous ways, but God also moves in 

smaller, quieter waysðas we pray together at church, serve teachers and kids at Monroe, or even enjoy 

time with family and friends. As we see God on the move in our Lenten readings, may we also see God 

on the move in our lives. 

God on the Move Sundays  

March 3  Up the Mountain   Luke 9:28-36 

March 10 Into the Desert   Luke 4:1-13 

March 17 Past All Obstacles  Luke 13:31-35 

March 24 Over the Fence   Luke 13:1-9 

March 31 Down the Road   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

April 7  Self-Emptying   John 12:1-8; Philippians 2:4-11 

April 14  To the Cross (Palm Sunday) Luke 23:1-49 

April 21  Out of the Tomb (Easter Sunday) Luke 24:1-53 

Childrenôs Music Ministry 
Noelle Bauman 
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W 
hen one thinks of the transitive and transformative power of music, one can only be 

thankful for this amazing gift from God which is one way that unites us and inspires us. 

There have been many studies that look at musiciansô ability to nonverbally 

communicate when performing, and there have been many studies looking at the positive effects of 

music for those who manage challenges such as dementia and autism. With this newsletter focusing on 

ñGod on the Move,ò I think itôs important to connect music as a gift from God, present in so many 

facets of our everyday lives; it stands to reason, then, that through music, we can see a small glimpse of 

Godôs glory. 

More concretely, I believe God is ñon the moveò when music speaks through each of us. And, for that, 

I believe our volunteers in the music ministry are a great example of God on the move through the 

ELCA motto ñGodôs Work, Our Hands.ò  Through the generosity of the Zion community, we are able 

to welcome outside arts organizations into our church, showing the kindness and generosity of living in 

Christ. Through this generosity, we have developed a childrenôs music program that positively affects 

the live of dozens of children each year. The annual budget expresses a commitment to music and the 

power of music through support for staff and other costs associated with the music ministry. Because of 

this support, music is a significant component of our community at Zion, and we are able to viscerally 

feel God on the move through music. 

As we approach Lent 2019, I want to take a moment to acknowledge our midweek Lenten services. For 

many years, we have utilized Marty Haugenôs Holden Evening Prayer as the base of our Wednesday 

worship. This year, we will be using a different setting, experiencing Ray Makeeverôs Joyous Light: 

Evening Prayer. We hope that a unique musical setting will offer the opportunity to freshly examine 

our sung words in worship and see another vision of a musical approach to evening prayer. If you are 

interested in serving as a song leader for this service, please contact music@zionloveland.com. 

Thank you for being a part of the music ministry at Zion, by volunteering, through your support 

financially, and in offering verbal encouragement. I look forward to seeing you in worship in the near 

future, and challenge you to see God on the Move, through music, in our sanctuary and beyond. 

Music Ministry 
Adam Torres 

mailto:music@zionloveland.com
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Forgive: The Real ñFò Word 
Pastor Sonja Pancoast 

In the Lordôs Prayer, we pray this simple 

petition but one that is so hard to do: ñForgive 

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us.ò Forgiveness is something that many of us 

struggle with. We may have people close to us 

who have hurt us deeply. We may have those 

who disagree with us and slander our opinions. 

We may have loved ones who let us down, said 

hurtful things, or even physically harmed us. 

Our world is full of division. All around us are 

pain, and hurt, and brokenness. 

Forgive in many ways is the real ñFò word, 

because it is so offensive to forgive someone who has wronged us. We want justice, retribution, and for 

them to pay for what they did. In the midst of this, Jesus gives us these words in the Lordôs Prayer, 

ñForgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.ò 

During our midweek Lenten worship, we will explore more deeply what Scripture tells us about 

forgiveness. 

March 13 What is Forgiveness? What it is Not? 

March 20 Why Should I Forgive? Part 1ðGod Has Forgiven Us 

March 27 Why Should I Forgive? Part 2ðWe Donôt Want to Miss Out on the Party 

April 3  How Do I Forgive? 

April 10  Forgiveness without Iôm Sorry 

Join us during the daytime or evening worship throughout this Lenten season. 

Midweek Schedule 

1:00 p.m. Daytime Worship and Small Group 

5:00-5:45 p.m. Lenten Soup Supper 

5:45-6:25 p.m. Small Group Conversation 

6:30-7:15 p.m. Joyous Light Evening Prayer 

7:15 p.m. Lenten Mentoring for Confirmation Students 
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My God Moments 
Resa Mai 

The first conversation and realization that Emilee 

had grown up was hard, and it just kept getting 

harder. After belly dancing one night, Emilee 

looked at me and in a rush of sounds and syllables 

she told me, ñYou know I love you, and I love 

everything we do and all the fun we have and 

everything, right Mom? You know we always 

have the best time. I want to move to Arizona 

with Ally, and we are moving in three weeks. I 

love you.ò It may have only taken her 12 

breathless seconds to say the words but in those 

heart beats everything slowed. Everything 

dragged. Everything blurred. My breath stopped. 

And all of a sudden, nothing made sense. My little 

girl was leavingðleaving me, the house, the 

family, and the state. 

I supported her, as much as I could through the 

tears. I went through bouts of not talking at all to 

saying too much. I helped her pack; we even 

made an amicable distribution of our mutual shoe 

collection. We emptied drawers and filled boxes, 

and I never completely knew what I was doing, 

why I was doing it, or if it was the right thing to 

do. But I knew I had to have faithðfaith in 

Emileeôs decision and faith in Godôs plan. I may 

not have my daughter under my roof, but I had to 

have faith. 

Emilee moved away, and I survived. She grew 

and thrived and adapted, and I became 

empowered.  

Then she met a boy, a man really, seven years her 

senior, in the Air Force, and from as far away as 

Florida. But they met in Arizona, because that is 

where Emilee said she was moving. My faith 

grew, and my pride grew. She was exploring and 

learning and becoming a young lady who was 

poised to take the world by storm. She faced 

health issues, car issues, and roommate issues. 

Each one she managed, corrected, and 

overcame. She continued to thrill and amaze 

me. Until her next rush of words knocked the 

breath right out of me. 

ñMom, you know I love you, and family is 

everything to me. (This time she took a breath.) 

I met a boy and he wants to get married, and 

after we get married, he is being reassigned to 

Japan, and I want to go with him.ò 

I knew it was her life. I knew she was strong 

and smart and was embarking on an adventure 

that I could never provide for herða world I 

could never imagine and a future that is hers to 

write. But still, I needed faithðfaith that I 

could let go, faith that she had learned all she 

needed from me, and faith that God would keep 

her in the palm of his hand. I needed faith that I 

could live with her half a world away and faith 

that my tears would eventually dry. I needed 

faith then more than I had ever needed it. 

My God moments in this come every morning 

when we talk (6:00 a.m. my time is 9:00 p.m. 

her time), and we talk. My God moments are 

the faith and knowing that she shares through 

laughter and happiness. I could not have 

created this life for her. I would not have sent 

her so far away, but God did. And he is now 

and everyday letting me see what a blessing she 

is to us, to her husband, to everyone she meets, 

and to the world around her. I needed faith that 

my daughter would be okay. In return, I 

received not only faith, I also received a best 

friend and the pride in a woman who is so 

much more than I ever expected. 
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I am Emilee Christensen, and I am a sophomore at Colorado Mesa University in Grand Junction, 

Colorado.  

When youôre away from your home and church for the first time, itôs hard to adjust. Itôs hard to find 

your home away from home. Itôs hard to get comfortable, and itôs hard to find where you fit in when 

you move to somewhere new.  

But, the one place you fit in anywhere is in Godôs arms. God gives you 

grace, comfort, and love anywhere you go. I believe that God has helped 

me settle into Grand Junction and helps me feel comfortable calling it my 

second home.  

God led me to my leadership role as a Resident Assistant (RA) and also led 

me to find friends who match my beliefs and values, which Zion has 

helped build into me. One of my RA friends brought me to a church in 

Grand Junction last semester; I ended up liking it, and we go together. It 

helped me reconnect with God even in my home away from home.  

God has brought so many amazing people into my life to make this adjustment as easy as possible for 

me. One door closed, so God opened another, and I couldnôt be more grateful. As an RA, I also get to 

use my gifts from God to help guide my freshman residents to find their home away from home. I feel 

as though I am paying it forward. My RA helped me, and now itôs my turn to make an impact on 

others.  

God is moving with me whether I am away at school in Grand Junction and need help finding my 

home or I am in Loveland where I have already found my home. I am blessed. 

God is on the Move in my Life 
Emilee Christensen 

 

One door closed, so 

God opened another, 

and I couldnõt be  

more grateful. 

United in Love:  Community Canvas Painting 

Saturday, February 23 

10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Potluck Brunch 

Bring your favorite potluck item for a group brunch before we start painting! 

We will create a beautiful mural to represent all weôve learned in the January and February worship 

series:  Body of Christ. 

This project is open and accessible to ALL AGES; no artistic skills required. All supplies provided. 

RSVP via a blue connection sheet or with Madeline at faithformation@zionloveland.com or  

419-270-6233. 

mailto:faithformation@zionloveland.com
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God on the Move 
Esther Lucero 

L2F2 Bridge Ministry:  Sharing Stories 

Dr. Will Reents Presents 

Sunday, February 17 

12:15 p.m. at ZionðPotluck Lunch 

Bridge Ministry is a shared ministry for senior adults at Zion and King of Glory. 

Our gatherings for the first quarter of 2019 offer a series of sharing by members of Zion and King of 

Glory with interesting life experiences.  

First up is a presentation by D . W  R from Zion who will show pictures and tell about his 

medical work in Bangladesh and Uganda. [See page 8 of this newsletter for more information.]  

ñHappiness can be found even in the darkest of times if one only remembers to turn on the light.ò 

ðA  D  

Have you ever felt like you were aloneðthat 

nobody was there?  

I have.  

But then I realized that I was wrong.  

We are never alone. We just have to remember 

to turn on the light.  

Let Jesus be that light. Donôt forget to call upon 

him at any time and he will turn on the light. I 

almost forgot to turn on the light, when I was in 

a terrible relationship. My two children and I 

were held against our will. I thought that we 

would not make it. Then a little light came on.  

I first asked, ñWhy, why would you do this to 

us?ò And he answered, ñMy child, I have not 

done this to you. I am right here going through 

this with you. The pain you feel, I also feel. You 

are hungry as am I.ò  

I donôt know if I was hearing his words or feeling 

his words, but my light got turned back on. I 

prayed and prayed for the safety of my children 

and me, now knowing that Jesus was with us and 

that we would be okay.  

My brother found us. He said he just knew he 

needed to come to see me, that something just 

didnôt feel right. He was my light. He was the 

person that God worked through.  

God also worked through many other people to 

help us get to where we are today. It is a miracle. 

The Lord kept us together, safe, and happy. We 

have a wonderful, safe, happy, healthy place to 

live. We have found an amazing church family to 

worship the Lord with.  

It is amazing what he can do. It is amazing what 

he can do through us! God is always moving 

through us! All of us! Even if we think that our 

situation is hopeless, remember God is moving 

through someone to bring you some light.  
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God on the Move 
Dr. Will Reents 

When asked to write about how I have experienced 

God in my medical mission work, at first I was 

uncertain as to how to answer this question. I then 

thought of the resilience of the many refugees and 

Burmese immigrants. How do they do it? Is this 

what Jesus is referring to when he says ñBlessed 

are the poor in spirit?ò Is God giving them that 

resilience? When I compare their lives to those of 

us living in western societies, I notice that if they 

can get food, shelter, and medical care and live in 

peace, some appear to be as content with their lives 

as we. Many of their problems are due to war and 

violence as they can grow much of their own food 

and build grass huts for shelter. I have the 

opportunity to help with medical care which is often lacking. If we can truly bring Godôs kingdom to 

this earth, meaning peace and lack of violence, many of these problems can be solved. 

I have hope that God is bringing his kingdom to earth through us. 

Being part of that process gives more purpose and meaning to my 

life. Even though my work with the poor in Africa or Bangladesh 

may seem to be dramatic and possibly dangerous, it rarely is. Itôs 

just helping people in a faraway place. I often canôt say that I 

made a huge difference, but hopefully some. (Kathy said to be 

sure and mention how helpful she was by holding the flashlight 

for a dentist in Honduras!) 

Treating the refugeesô diseases also gives them hope that someone 

from a first-world country cares about them. More importantly, I 

have had the opportunity to interact with people of different 

cultures, meet interesting patients and other health care workers, 

and had a chance to treat and learn about diseases and health care 

problems not found in our country. Thus, I receive more benefits 

than what I provide. 

As Richard Rohr reminds me, God is in us and in all creation. So our challenge is to live in this real 

world, but also recognize that God is in us all the time and that there is this other mysterious spiritual 

dimension. 

On February 17, I will show pictures and tell about my medical work in Bangladesh and Uganda last 

year at Bridge Ministry at Zion at 12:15 p.m.  

Refugee camp in Bangladesh  

Mosquito net distribution in Uganda 
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Coming soon:  Newly trained Stephen Ministers on the move. 

Barb Roman 

I am filled with emotion as I think about the 

commissioning of our new class of Stephen 

Ministers in March. This classðB , C , 

D , J , Lðhas been a joy to teach, and 

they will bring joy to those of you they care for in 

the coming years. The joy they bring will come 

from the characteristics they embody as Stephen 

Ministers:  being Christ-centered, being 

compassionate, being full of faith, being skilled, 

and being trustworthy. Through them, we will see 

God on the Move at Zion. 

During the first class of their Stephen Ministry 

training, our students learned from the Stephen 

Ministry Training Manual that Jesus is always at the 

center of a Stephen Ministerôs person and ministry. 

The idea of Christ-centered care is captured in the 

Stephen Ministry Caregiverôs Compass. Instead of 

the North, South, East, and West coordinates, this 

compass has Compassionate, Skilled, Full of Faith, 

and Trustworthy as its coordinates. At its center is 

the P and X (first two Greek letters for Christ), 

which are used as a symbol for Jesus. The Stephen 

Minister demonstrates their Christ-centered 

approach by praying with you (their care receiver) 

at the weekly visit as well as for you during the rest 

of the week. They believe that Jesus will bring 

healing and wholeness to you. They also 

understand that although they are the caregiver, 

it is God who is the cure-giver.  

Before their commissioning, our graduating 

Stephen Ministers will sign what is called the 

Stephen Minister Covenant. In it they agree to 

care faithfully for [their] care receiver. This 

means that they will be trustworthy 

(Caregiverôs Compass) or accountable to you 

by showing up weekly for the caring visit. 

They also prove themselves trustworthy when 

they agree to attend [once] monthly 

supervision. Supervision is vital to the success 

of the Stephen Minister. While giving an 

update about their care receiver, they receive 

feedback from the group of other Stephen 

Ministers and Stephen Leaders that enables 

them to provide the best possible care for you. 

The Stephen Minister also agrees to maintain 

confidentiality with respect to his or her own 

care receiver and the care receivers of other 

Stephen Ministers during supervision. In this 

way the Stephen Minister remains trustworthy 

by not sharing identifying information about 

the care receiver.  

As our Stephen Ministers take their vows 

during their commissioning, we will also ask 

the congregation to take a vow. We ask you 

[the congregation] to accept their ministry 

when you need help, to allow these individuals 

to work with you as you face struggles in your 

life. Our Stephen Ministry program cannot 

flourish without the support of this 

congregation. Your understanding of the role of 

the Stephen Minister is essential so that you 

can confidently refer people to us or receive 

care for yourself.  

Our Stephen Ministry class and Stephen Ministers 

received QPR training (an interactive presentation about 

how to save a life from suicide) from Robyn Potter and 

Emily Lehman of SummitStone Health Partners. 
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Faith Formation 
Madeline Fairfax 

Middle School and High School Youth Gathering 

Zion and King of Glory youth 

attended the Regional Youth 

Gathering held in Estes Park 

January 19-21, exploring the 

theme of Who, me? and 

digging deeper into their 

calling as children of God.  

Gathered with 275 Lutheran 

youth from Colorado and 

Wyoming, our group of eight 

middle school and six high 

school youth worshiped, 

listened to young adult 

speakers, and participated in 

workshops with topics 

ranging from self-acceptance, 

Enneagram, outdoor ministry, guided meditation, post-high school discernment, re-imagining Bible 

stories, sign language, and teen mental health. 

Fourteen high school youth from Zion 

and King of Glory will attend the annual 

High School Winter Retreat March 1-3, 

2019. They will be skiing at Monarch 

Mountain and staying at Rainbow Trail 

Lutheran Camp.  

Please pray for safe travels and 

adventures in the mountains for our 

group! This is a time of enjoying snow-

covered creation, community building, 

and thoughtful, faith-filled reflection 

away from home. Thanks to adult leaders 

B  P  and J  F  for 

accompanying us on this trip. 

High School Winter Retreat 



Bella Notte:  Tropical Getaway 

Sunday, February 10  

Thank you to everyone who has donated food or 

made a dinner reservation for Bella Notte, our 

annual youth fundraiser.  
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Faith Formation 
Madeline Fairfax 

First Communion 

At Zion, parents are encouraged to discern 

when is the best time for their child to enter into 

First Communion instruction. We will offer a 

parent/guardian discernment conversation with 

one of the pastors on Sunday, February 24, 

during Faith Formation from 9:40-10:30 a.m. 

If your family decides that now is the best time 

for First Communion instruction, a series of 

classes will be offered in March and April, 

culminating in First Communion at the Maundy 

Thursday service on April 18.  

If you plan to participate in First Communion, 

please register with Madeline at 

faithformation@zionloveland.com or via a blue 

connection sheet. 

Parent Discernment Session:  

Sunday, February 24ð9:40-10:30 a.m. 

First Communion Classes:  Sunday, March 31, 

and Sunday, April 7ðNoon-2 p.m. with lunch. 

First Communion Worship:  Thursday, April 18, at 7:00 p.m. 

If you would still like to make a table reservation 

for Sunday, February 10, please contact 

Madeline at 419-270-6233, to see if there are 

remaining seats available.  

Zion youth appreciate all that you contribute to 

enable them to have offsite experiences of faith 

formation. These experiences include our 

upcoming summer service trip, Confirmation 

retreats, and camp experiences. Your donations 

make a sincere difference in the faith journeys of 

our youth.  

mailto:faithformation@zionloveland.com
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Faith Formation 
Madeline Fairfax 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 

Sunday, April 14 

Fellowship Hall 

Between 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. Worship  

All are invited to a breakfast feast served by Zion 

youth on Palm Sunday. The food for this meal is 

donated by Zion members, cooked by parents, and 

served by youth, so that the proceeds go toward 

Zion youth programming and ministries.  

Thank you in advance for donating and joining us 

for breakfast! 

[Please note there will not be any other faith 

formation or Sunday School classes on April 14.]  

Vacation Bible School 

Save the Date: June 3-7  

King of Glory Lutheran Church 

L2F2 Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be 

held at King of Glory Lutheran Church this 

year! We are excited to welcome children ages 

3 through 5th grade to register for this exciting 

week of learning about Jesus! 

Stay tuned for a theme announcement and 

online registration in late February! 

Registration will be available February 24 at 

this link: vbspro.events/p/zionkog2019 or from 

the Zion website. 

We will need a great team of youth and adult 

volunteers to make VBS possible! If you are 

able to help, please contact M  at  

faithformation@zionloveland,com or call  

419-270-6233. Volunteer registration will also 

be open at the link above on February 24. 

Sierraôs Race Against Meningitis 

Save the Date:  Saturday, June 15 

All are invited to register for this Loveland 5K 
run/walk to raise funds and awareness for 

meningitis. For children who register, the 

registration fee is waived, and for youth the 

registration fee is reduced by 50 percent, all 
thanks to contributions from the Laura Loken 

Memorial Fund, on behalf of the L  F.  

More information on team registration will be 

available this spring. Last year, Lauraôs Team 

won for the largest team. Letôs do it again this 
year! 

Zion celebrated Sky Ranch Sunday with a sermon 

by Jeff Fairfax and a campfire sing-along led by 

Brad Abbott. 
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Faith Formation 
Madeline Fairfax 

Sky Ranch Weekend April 26-28  

Confirmation Worship Retreat + High School Retreat + 

Adult Work Weekend Volunteer Opportunity 

This April weekend will feature several 

opportunities for Zion to gather at Sky Ranch. 

Our Confirmation/Middle School Worship 

Retreat has been expanded to allow for high 

schoolers to register for a simultaneous retreat. 

High school youth will assist with parts of the 

Confirmation Retreat, but will also have 

separate group time for reflection on their own 

theme in the mountains. 

Adults are also invited to register for help with 

work projects at Sky Ranch the same weekend. 

Needed are skilled laborers to finish work in the 

new retreat/staff housing building. Projects will 

include painting, trim work, and bunk bed 

assembly. Please contact the Sky Ranch office 

directly for registration information: 

www.skyranchcolorado.org. 

Register now for Sky Ranch 2019 

Memorial Day Work Weekend 

May 24-27 (for adults interested in volunteering) 

(contact Sky Ranch directly to register) 

High School Youth Go! Leadership Training 

June 9 -21 

High School Staff-In-Training 

June 16-21 

Middle School Confirmation Intensive 

June 23- 28 

1st through 5th Grade Zion and King of Glory Week 

July 28- August 2 (includes Round-Up and Homesteaders) 

L2F2 Labor Day Weekend Family Retreat 

August 30-September 2 (RV, tent, cabins, lodge rooms) 

(registration info coming at the end of April) 

NOTE:  To register campers for the June and July program 

weeks, please find a registration packet on the Faith 

Formation bulletin board.  

Scholarship Applications are due March 3.  

Registration forms and deposits are due April 7.  

Sky Ranch Lutheran CampðSummer 2019 

We are anticipating over 30 children and youth from Zion will participate in summer camp at Sky Ranch this summer!  

Help us reach our goal of raising $4,000 for Zion camp scholarships! 

Many of you joined in some summer fun with a campfire sing-

a-long in January as part of Sky Ranch Sunday! Thank you to 

those of you who have already donated to the Zion Sky Ranch 

Campership Fund. We have raised $775 so far, but we have a 

goal of $4,000 in order for all scholarship application requests 

to be rewarded. The average cost for a week at camp is over 

$400, and we want all Zion campers willing to go to camp, to 

be able to go, financially! Please consider donating to this 

special fund; camp experiences are a great foundation of faith 

that we can build on at Zion throughout the year!  

http://www.skyranchcolorado.org
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Meet Zionôs new members welcomed on December 9, 2018 

E   D  M 

L   

David and Erin came to Zion 

because it is an ELCA 

congregation. Their new baby 

Luke, who was baptized 

December 9, really likes the 

music at Zion, and they are 

pleased that there is a cry room 

available.  

J  (J )  C  P 

Jim and Chieko are both retired. 

They are new to Loveland after 

relocating from Vancouver, 

Washington, to be closer to 

children and grandchildren in the 

Loveland area. They joined Zion 

because of the friendly people.  

C   A  F   

E   G 

Chas and Afton have been 

attending Zion for several years. 

They decided to join Zion because 

of its friendly and welcoming 

atmosphere. They are looking for 

ways to get involved at Zion with 

their children. Elle was baptized 

in 2015 and Graham was baptized 

at the end of December 2018.  

other opportunities to serve 

through this faith community. 

E  L 

M   K 

Esther loves reading, sewing, 

cross stitch, and being 

outdoors. Esther was looking 

for a church to grow in with 

her children. She currently 

helps with the Zion 

childrenôs choir. She feels 

that Zion is welcoming and 

she and her children belong 

here.  

A  K  

Aaron has been attending 

Zion since 2015. He loves 

Legos and anything he can 

build. He likes to share his 

creations with others. Aaron 

has been involved in HNS 

and enjoys serving others, 

especially children. He 

wanted to join Zion because 

he feels like Zion is his 

family, and he believes that 

by becoming a member, he is 

truly part of the church 

family.  

J  E 

Janice is retired and enjoys 

hiking, walking, snowshoeing, 

and crafting. She has been in 

Loveland since April. She likes 

the people of our faith 

community. She plays with the 

bell choir, volunteers with 

Community Kitchen, and is 

involved with Monroe school. 

She has the support of new 

friends in church and is 

growing in her faith journey. 

L  H  

Linda loves crafts (especially 

crochet), bowling, and camping 

in her free time. She was 

baptized in the Lutheran 

tradition and was looking for a 

Lutheran church. She felt like 

Zion is where she belongs. 

Linda is helping with Monroe. 

C  K 

Carol enjoys reading, watching 

tv, walking, Greeley Womenôs 

Guild, and her grandchildren. 

She came to Zion because 

C  S  told her 

about our church. She enjoys 

the message, outreach, and 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

ðR  15:7 
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The process of joining Zion as a member 
God is on the move, but often that means God moves us. God moves us to try new things. God moves 

us to new locations. God moves us to love and forgive and serve. God moves us together, to be the 

body of Christ living and active in the world. Thatôs why we have churches, and thatôs why we would 

even consider the possibility of ñjoiningò a church. When we join a church as a member, we donôt 

receive anything we wouldn't have received if we had never joined. We join a church because we see 

God at work in that congregation, and we want to be part of its mission and ministry. 

We offer opportunities for people to explore the possibility of joining Zion twice a year. This spring, 

our new member conversations will be in April. If you want to know more about Zionôs mission and 

ministry in the world around us, or if you want to explore how you fit in or how you can participate, 

contact the church office or one of the pastors to let them know. The following two dates outline the 

process of joining Zion as a member; however, if you are unable to make these dates, talk with the 

pastors to arrange alternative opportunities.   

Sunday, April 7, at 9:40 a.m.ñNew Member Discovery 

Join us during the faith formation hour to talk with the pastors and others considering membership 

about Zionôs mission and ministry, as well as topics of Lutheran Christian identity. We will begin the 

process of spiritual gifts discovery, identifying how the Bible identifies and defines spiritual gifts. 

Sunday, April 28, at 6:00 p.m.ñConnections Dinner 

Join the pastors and other Zion members to complete the spiritual gifts discovery, exploring how God 

might be calling each of us into the ministry of Zion with our unique set of gifts. 

If you are already a member, this is a ministry of hospitality and teaching that we want to share with 

you. If you are interested in helping to provide the dinner or connecting with those considering 

membership, please contact one of the pastors. 



At Rest in Our Fatherôs House 

We pray for the family and friends of Ed 

Schroeder who died on November 21, 2018, and 

whose funeral was on January 4, 2019, at Zion.  

Joyous Celebrations 

We rejoice with Justin and Maddie Dennis at the 

birth of their son Liam Dennis. 

We rejoice with Blanca Lujan at the birth of her 

son Adida on October 28Φ 

We celebrate with Dave and Erin Motta at the 

baptism of their son Luke on December 19, 

2018. 

We celebrate with Chas and Afton Farasyn at 

the baptism of their son Graham on December 

30, 2018. 

Prayers of Comfort 

Brenda Davis at the death of her mother 

Genevieve. 

Janie Lichtfuss at the death of her sister Judy. 

Cindy, Lisa, Joel, and Jim Vosberg at the death 

of Keith Schoeder, Jimôs brother-in-law and 

Cindy, Lisa, and Joelôs uncle. 

Dave Loges at the death of his mother Eileen. 

Mel and Mary Jo Haack at the death of their 

sister-in-law Vernetta Haack. 

Paul and Deborah Price and Marvin and 

Trudie Huth at the death of Deborahôs cousin 

and Marvin and Trudieôs niece Emma Benda at 

the age of 26. 
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Among Members and Friends  

Zion offers up prayers 

for those in needðfor 

members, for friends,  

for community, for  

our country, and  

for the world. 

Long-time member Cheryl Gillpatrick has moved 

into an assisted living facility near her son David. 

Her new address is: 

Cheryl Gillpatrick 

Apt. 215 

Brighton Gardens of Columbia 

7110 Minstrel Way 

Columbia, MD 21045 

Cherylôs cell phone remains the same:  

 970-426-6479 



Dear Pastors Joel, Sonja, and Courtney, and Zion 

Congregation, 

Thank you for the beautiful baptism gifts. We are 

lucky to have found a community that reaches out 

so much. Thank you for the beautiful and joyous 

baptism ceremony. 

 The Mottas (Dave, Erin, and Luke) 

The Schroeder family would like to thank all that 

participated in the memorial service for our 

father, grandfather, brother, and friend, Edward 

Schroeder. Having served in the choir for pretty 

much all his life, having the choir and soloists 

send him off with music was particularly 

touching. Pastor Joelôs message of tying in Edôs 

life with a wonderful Epiphany message was 

amazing and so comforting. A big thanks also for 

all the setup, the media, flowers, tables, and such 

a delicious lunch. 

 Thank you, 

 Curt 

We wish to thank everyone who has prayed for 

Mike over the last six months through his extreme 

illness. He continues to improve and is able to 

walk a few feet at a time. All of your prayers have 

been much appreciated and your visits are even 

more appreciated. I also want to thank all of you 

for your prayers for me through this very stressful 

time. Also to Pastor Sonja and Pastor Elliott for 

visiting and offering communion. I know Mike 

misses seeing all of you and hopefully by Easter 

we can be a family in church again. Thank you 

and Blessings to all of you. 

 Mike and Linda Tegeder 

Among Members and Friends  
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Thank You Letters to Zion 

¶ November 1, 2018ðFrom House of 

Neighborly Service for a contribution of $315. 

¶ November 14, 2018ðFrom Sky Ranch 

Lutheran Camp for a gift of $525. 

¶ December 10, 2018ðFrom Lutheran 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at University of 

Northern Colorado for a donation of $125. 

¶ December 18, 2018ðFrom Loveland Habitat 

for Humanity for a gift of $1,000. 

¶ January 2019ðFrom Lovelandôs Community 

Kitchen for an annual 2018 donation of 

$2,500. 

Appreciation for Zionôs Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

As winter sets in, my beautiful new blue prayer 

shawl is already giving me great comfort and 

warmth. It means so much! Thank you and God 

Bless you all! 

 Darlene Thieking 

Evelyn Haber just gave me a shawl to be 

treasured. The beautiful colors, cream, pale aqua, 

and rose blend with everything in my apartment. 

Above all, it will keep me warm on chilly days. It 

is my pleasure to thank all who create such 

loveliness. 

 Janet Langtry 

Dear Friends, 

A beautiful prayer shawl was delivered to me by 

Evelyn. It was just what I needed as my shoulders 

are always cold. You ladies are doing a great 

service, and I know God is helping you all the 

way. Thank you so much. 

 My love, 

 Dora Pearcey 
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Faith Build 2018 Home 

Habitat for Humanity was the 

recipient of the funds raised at the 

pie auction plus the offering for the 

ELCA Thanksgiving Eve worship. 

The pastor of the church donating 

the least amount received a pie in 

the face; that honor went to Pastor 

Chris of Trinity Lutheran Church. 

On Saturday, December 15, 2018, the Habitat Faith Build home was dedicated to Kevin and his family, 

the recipients of the new home, who helped build their home alongside 

volunteers. The news that they were approved for a Habitat home filled them 

with hope and happiness for a better future in Loveland. 

Kevin and his family  

are recipients of the 

2018 Habitat Faith  

Build Home. 
Gene Elder presents a gift basket from Thrivent to the family, and Pastor Elliott 

presents them with a Bible. 

At their year-end get-together,  Zionôs Ladies in Fellowship Together (L.I.F.T.) celebrated Jesusô birthday along 

with a yearôs worth of their own. As you can see, the party was well attended. 

Pastor Joel, 

Thanks very much for the fun, fellowship, and fundraising on 

Thanksgiving Eve. It was a wonderful event, and weôre grate-

ful that you thought of us. So thankful for your support. 

   Best, Vince Deely 
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Thank you again for your support of the ministry 

at Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp. You are one of 

the congregations of the Rocky Mountain Synod 

who use, own, and operate this camp. Your 

prayers and financial help are very much 

appreciated. As a seasonal ministry, we serve 

over 3,000 youth and adults each year.  

On July 30, Sky Ranch began construction on 

the new 2,940 square foot summer staff/seasonal 

retreat cabin. The cabin has four bedrooms with 

bathrooms housing up to 32 summer staff, a 

meeting area, and two external bathrooms for 

adjacent staff cabin use. This winterized cabin is 

located on the western edge of the property. By 

locating all the summer staff in one area of 

camp, we will have three more cabins in the 

center of camp for camper use.  

We have been upgrading other facilities to meet 

a growing demand from retreat groups. 

Volunteers combined to contribute over 2,000 

hours of service to improve facilities and 

grounds at Sky Ranch. Last summer we,  

¶ built a new footbridge over Beaver Creek  

¶ replaced benches at Sondance worship area  

¶ constructed a covered grill area in the 

Chuckwagon area  

¶ finished replacing heaters in camper cabins 

and upstairs of the lodge  

¶ built a new archery shed  

¶ replaced exterior siding on Bonhoeffer cabin 

¶ built new picnic tables and a new bench/

storage area outside the lodge.  

Sky Ranch has a rich tradition of training staff to 

be church leaders regardless of their vocation. Of 

the ten college graduates on last summerôs staff,  

¶ two are starting the candidacy process with 

the ELCA  

¶ one is serving with Lutheran Volunteer Corps 

in Minneapolis  

¶ one is in Rwanda with YAGM (Young Adults 

Global Mission)  

¶ one is teaching  

¶ two are in graduate school for a master degree 

(one social work, one in education) 

¶ one is serving a not-for-profit formerly 

associated with Border Servant Corps. 

Did you know? Sky Ranch owns 117 acres of land 

and maintains 26 buildings and facilities. In this 

outdoor setting, dynamic college-age counselors 

ignite the faith of youth and adults alike and are 

inspired in their own faith. 

Only two-thirds of the campôs budget comes from 

program fees. Your financial support is vital to 

keeping camp affordable! We hope you will 

include Sky Ranch in your missional budget and 

continue to support this ministry.  

THANK YOU ZION FOR BEING A SUPPORTING 

CONGREGATION OF SKY RANCH LUTHERAN CAMP 

Sky Ranch ð forming faith and changing lives ð one camper at a time! 

Sky Ranch 2018 Staff 
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God is truly on the move and moves us outside of 

these walls at Zion. We continue to find Godôs 

presence in the many children, teachers, and staff 

at Monroe Elementary. We are truly blessed to 

partner in this amazing ministry. 

The year is in full swing, and our weekly 

volunteers continue to love and support the 

children at Monroe.  

¶ On Wednesday, February 27, we will 

provide soup, veggies, bread, and desserts 

for the teachers as they have parent / teacher 

conferences.  

¶ We continue to beautify the school and will 

be painting positive quotes in the bathrooms 

on Thursday, February 28, and Friday, 

March 1.  

¶ Finally, mark your calendars for the pozole 

dinner on Friday, April 26, at Zion. 

God is truly on the move, and we are so thankful 

for the may ways God moves through us into the 

community at Monroe. 

God Moves Us Into Our CommunityðMonroe Ministry 

Pastor Sonja Pancoast 

T  Z   G  S  # 5 /5 

Thank you for my sweater. It is my favorite color 

and it fits and the cookie plate I can use it and the 

little mug  and the chocolate spoon and hot cocoa 

mix and rocks and minerals book and the colored 

pencils and art pencils, and sketch books!  

Thank you so much for sponsoring my son this 

Christmas. The smile on his face brought me 

overwhelming joy! All the amazing gifts you gave 

him are so deeply appreciated!! I hope you had a 

wonderful Christmas and many blessings in the 

New 2019 Year. 

 Sincerely, 

 The ( ) Family 

 THANK YOU! 

T  Z   G  S  # 33 /33 

Dearest Kind Humans, 

Thank you so much for helping me make my sonôs 

Christmas magical! Youôll never know how 

grateful I am for wonderful people like you! 

 Thank you! 

 Merry Christmas! 

The after-school sewing group learns to sew on buttons in the most creative way, thanks to leaders  

Susan Osborne and Elaine Nichols. 
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God is on the move through One Community One Family (OCOF)! OCOF is an incredible program 

designed to assist families struggling through homelessness. This program came to Loveland almost 

three years ago after being started as a statewide initiative by Governor Hickenlooper. The program title 

bears a simple description of what it is all about: it is one community taking on an intentional 

relationship and responsibility to help one family get into consistent, dependable housing. The 

community has been made up of coworkers, family members, churches or other faith-based groups, 

schools, organizations, or just a group of friends. Members of that community form a small team, who 

participate in a training together, then meet regularly with their assigned family experiencing 

homelessness to make a tangible and measurable difference one family at a time. 

A small team from Zion participated in one cycle of OCOF over the last year, and not only did they 

successfully help the family they were working with get into housing, but also strong, meaningful 

relationships between the team and the family were formed that have lasted beyond the familyôs move 

into housing and graduation from the OCOF program. 

One Community One Family is an incredibly successful program. Of course, as a church community we 

need to continue to support agencies like House of Neighborly Service, Community Kitchen, and 

KidsPak because they continue to provide essential services for families and individuals in need. But 

OCOF partners with those agencies in a different way by providing one-on-one relationships that 

creates accountability, relationship, and loveðthings that ensure stability in the lives of the families in 

the OCOF program. 

God is on the move once again through OCOF and Zion. After completing the first cycle of OCOF last 

year, we have the funding to move forward again to help one family. The next training will be sometime 

in February or March. If you are interested in participating in the next training to decide if serving on 

this team is right for you, contact P  J  or the Zion office. 

One Community One Family 



Page 22 

At the annual meeting in January 2018, the council report shared the expectation that the kitchen would 

be remodeled in 2018, but at the time the Long-Range Planning Committee was investigating all 

options for that remodel. One year later, you may notice that the kitchen has not been remodeled. While 

it may appear that this plan has fallen stagnant, God is on the move and moving us in a different 

direction. Because of the promise of a generous gift, the Long-Range Planning Committee and Council 

were presented with an opportunity to dream about how the kitchen and fellowship hall could more 

fully assist the mission and ministry of Zion. Throughout much of 2018, Long-Range Planning met with 

representatives from Hauser Architects in Loveland to pursue this dream.  

The dream is one that will not only provide a larger and more up-to-date kitchen, but also more than 

double our current bathroom capacity, create a new fellowship hall that is more than twice the size of 

the current one and can be divided into two separate rooms, and provide a beautiful outdoor plaza for 

worship and fellowship gatherings. All of this will not only allow us to do more for our own ministries, 

it will also allow us to continue to provide a hospitable space to the many groups throughout the 

community that use our building.   

At this time, there are a few more details that need to be explored. As soon as all the information has 

been gathered, a special congregational meeting will be called to fully present the plan in detail, along 

with costs, timelines, and any other pertinent information and to call for a congregational vote of 

approval. Stay tuned for this exciting development! 

What Happened to the Kitchen Remodel? 

Womenôs Retreat 2019 
Deadline to register is much earlier this year. 

Planting Seeds to Grow into Who God Designed You to Be 

Women's RetreatñOctober 18-20, 2019 

YMCA of the Rockies at Estes Park 

Cost $175 

Deadline to RegisterñAugust 4, 2019 

Lisa Worley of Pearls of Promise Ministries will be leading our retreat as we focus on ñPlanting Seeds 

to Grow into Who God Designed You to Be.ò Lisa is a dear friend of D  P ; they were 

roommates in college at Texas Lutheran. Worley started Pearls of Promise Ministries and speaks to 

womenôs groups around the country. 

We will retreat at the YMCA of the Rockies from Friday evening, October 18, until lunch on Sunday, 

October 20. The cost for the two-night retreat is $175, and scholarships are available. The date is 

earlier than in previous years, so the registration deadline is August 4.  

Mark your calendar now and look for registration materials after Easter. 
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The Night Before Christmas program gave our children and youth an opportunity to curl up by 

the fireside and share Luke 2, to remind us of the true reason for the season: Jesus!  


