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In our world today, we can often 

feel overwhelmed by the many 

forces at work all around us. 

Examples include the ever-present 

coronavirus and the daily 

implications it has for our lives. We 

wonder when this will end. As 

summer continues, we sense that 

natural disasters are on the riseð

fires in the west, scorching heat, 

flash flooding, to name a few. We 

can be led to despair at the state of 

our lives and of our world.  

As we look to scripture, we find 

that there is one who is greater than 

all these things. The God of heaven 

and earth whose love, grace, and 

mercy are revealed to us in Christ 

Jesus. Throughout the fall we will 

dive into the book of Hebrews and 

discover again this one who is 

Greater Than as we focus on the 

book of Hebrews in our Sunday 

worship. 

The book of Hebrews compares and 

contrasts Jesus to key historical 

people and events from the Old 

Testament. Through these 

comparisons, we see His 

superiority. He is greater than 

angels, the Torah, Moses, the 

Promised Land, priests, 

Melchizedek, sacrifices, and the 

covenant. Jesus is Godôs Word, the 

hope for a new creation, our eternal 

priest, and the perfect sacrifice. 

Jesus is the ultimate revelation of 

Godôs love and mercy and worthy 

of our devotion. 

Throughout this newsletter, we 

share stories and opportunities of 

those who have experienced this 

love of Christ who is greater than, 

including our youth who attended 

the servant adventure trip, those 

who served through Wednesday 

Night Live, and those who 

experienced the joy of Christôs love 

through Vacation Bible School. We 

also share opportunities to continue 

to connect with the one who is 

Greater Than through our worship, 

our study of Godôs word in adult 

classes, confirmation, and Sunday 

School, and through seeing the face 

of Christ as we serve others through 

opportunities such as ñGodôs Work. 

Our Hands.ò Sunday. 

When we feel the weight of the 

world overwhelming us, we have 

hope because there is one who is 

Greater Than. 

Greater Than 
Pastor Sonja Pancoast (>) 
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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  É1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

[These recommendations were determined on July 15, 2021. The ReGathering Team will continue 

to monitor the situation and guidance may change accordingly.] 

As we look to the fall, we realize that our world is still in flux, and the ReGathering team will 

continue to monitor the situation and what is the best way to show our love and safeguard our 

neighbor. Below is the current guidance from the ReGathering Team, but it could change at any time. 

While indoors, we will continue to require masks, unless you are fully vaccinated. When we are 

outside, no masks are required. In order to protect our children, we are asking everyone (vaccinated or 

unvaccinated) to wear a mask when they are around someone who is 12 or under, since those who are 

12 or under do not have access to the vaccine. 

We will begin indoor worship at 8:15 a.m. (traditional) and 10:45 a.m. (contemporary) on Sunday, 

September 12. We will follow the current guidance on mask usage for worship. If those who are 

vaccinated continue to not need to wear a mask, there will be a Safe Zone created in the sanctuary 

where everyone in this space will be masked. We will continue the practice of weekly communion, 

but will have it in our seats, until all have access to the vaccine. Online worship through Zoom will be 

offered for those who desire. 

We will begin Sunday School for all ages and will follow the same mask protocols for children as the 

Thompson School District. All adults who are teaching Sunday School with children under 12 will be 

vaccinated and wear a mask.  

We will begin having coffee in fellowship hall. We know that many are ready to begin having 

fellowship and coffee together, and we want to provide that opportunity. However, when we have 

coffee, we have to take off our masks (or at least we hope that people take off their masks to drink). 

Since we are asking that everyone vaccinated or unvaccinated wear a mask around children under 12, 

we ask that coffee remain in the fellowship hall and children will not be in this space. 

The ReGathering Team will continue to monitor the situation and update our guidance on how to 

safely regather in order to protect the most vulnerable in our society. 

Members of the ReGathering Team include: 

 

ReGathering Team Update 

Ronda Buck Bill Kurtz Scott Sprain Pastor Sonja Pancoast 

Sarah Christensen Vicki Johnson Cindy Warren Pastor Joel Pancoast 

N :   Beginning September 12, worship times will shift to 8:15 a.m. (traditional)  

 and 10:45 a.m. (contemporary) to make room in between for faith formation  

 opportunities, including Sunday School and classes for adults. 
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 Music Ministry 
David Dunbar 

The New Testament Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that Jesus is ñgreater thanò (>) all the prophets 

that came before him, and that through him we can have a direct relationship with God and live in 

confidence, love, and hope in the face of all things. And what better way can we proclaim and celebrate 

that good news but through music, right?! 

I am SO excited for fall to come and to 

begin working with the chancel choir in 

earnest! In preparation for the choirôs first 

Sunday, which will be September 12, we 

will begin rehearsals a few weeks prior to 

that. As the new director of music at Zion, 

and the chancel choir director, I want to 

extend an invitation not only to all current 

members of the choir, but also to anyone 

and everyone who enjoys music and fellowship:  Come and join the choir at our first rehearsal! There is 

no audition, and even if you donôt read a lick of music, there is a place for you in the music ministry of 

the church, so please come! Here are the details on our first gathering:  

Wednesday, August 25ñ6:00 p.m.ñIn the sanctuary at Zion  

We will sing and laugh for about an hour, after which, at 7:00 p.m. the praise band (which is also open 

for anyone to join) will meet and continue the musical joyfulness. 

May God bless you and keep you always, and I hope to see you in August!  

Greater Than Bible Memory Verse 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

ðH  11:1 

Monthly Worship Themes 

September 5-October 24ðGreater Than 

October 31ðReformation Sunday 

Celebrating Zionôs Confirmands at the 10:30 a.m. service as they affirm their faith. 

November 7ðAll Saints Sunday, remembering those saints who have died in faith. We will light a candle 

and remember members of Zion who have died since All Saints 2020. Additionally, if you 

would like to have a photo of your own loved one(s), please be sure to send a digital copy to 

office@zionloveland.com or bring a physical copy of the photo to the office by October 24. 

mailto:office@zionloveland.com
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I am forever grateful for the interactions with youth and children connected 

to Zion this last year. We were able to enjoy a few gatherings, and also got 

to sing and dance this summer at our combined Vacation Bible School (see 

pictures). This year is a time to reconnect with children and families and 

see where and how our childrenôs music ministry (CMM) 

can aid in regathering and moving toward a new normal. 

As best and as safe as possible, CMM will be back and 

running with new ideas and schedules. This fall we will 

have two opportunities for kids to be a part of music at 

Zion. The first will be a six-week unit using instruments, 

music, and vocalizing to create music. Kids grades 1-8 will 

be grouped to learn instruments and songs to then share with our community. The second opportunity 

will be a Christmas program for Sunday School children and any other children and youth interested. 

Childrenôs Music Ministry 
Noelle Bauman-Stucky 

Song and 

dance were 

enjoyed as 

part of the 

music 

program at 

Vacation Bible 

School. 

Our rehearsal days are changing! Last October 

we had a great time with the Orff instruments and 

all of the kids involved. This fall we will trend 

toward the same rehearsal schedule, but change 

the evening to Wednesday nights.  

Here are the dates for our first music opportunity: 

¶ September 1  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

¶ September 8  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

¶ September 15  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

¶ September 22  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

¶ September 29  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

¶ October 6  5:00-6:00 p.m. 

¶ SATURDAY, October 9 9:00-11:00 a.m. 

¶ In worship SUNDAY, October 10 (time is TBD,  

but most likely during the second service). 

Watch for a registration email in mid-August.  

Please email CMM@zionloveland.com with any 

questions. 

Looking for volunteer opportunities? Send me an email and we will discuss the options.  

Our volunteer team is always a great group to hang out with! 

mailto:CMM@zionloveland.com
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Nourish 
Joel Brauner 

Nourish is growing, and I want to invite everyone to participate. The 

purpose of Nourish is to strengthen our relationship with God, build 

lasting friendships with each other, and create lasting impact in our 

community through caring. We meet on the second Saturday of each 

month at Zion. All ages are invited. 

One goal for Nourish is to blend ñeverydayò activities with ñchurchò 

activities. We begin the evening with sharing a meal together and 

time to socialize and build friendships. The evening then moves into 

a small group discussion topic. These have ranged from spiritual 

practices like fasting, to pop culture connections like Indiana Jones 

and the Raiders of the Lost Ark. After this, we share highs or lows 

and care for each other and community through prayer. 

There is a separate program for kids during Nourish. However, this 

doesnôt mean that Nourish is only for families! All ages are invited 

and encouraged to participate. We have a separate kidsô program 

because sometimes what we need, as parents and the spiritual leaders 

in our homes, is adult conversation. But this doesnôt go for just 

parents. Each one of us has been placed in a unique community of 

work, friends, or neighborhoods. Nourish has been created to give us 

energy to care for others in each of our unique communities. 

Nourish was also created as a place where everyone can gather to 

share ideas and experiences and know that their input is valued. The 

goal is not to come to a consensus or ñcorrectò answer. We recognize 

that life is nuanced and varied. Everyone who joins us brings a 

unique perspective that provides value to our community. Nourish 

will be a place where regular church-goers, the de-churched, and the 

un-churched can gather as one to build each other up. 

If youôre in any way interested in Nourish, I would encourage you to 

join us on Saturday, September 11, at 5:30 p.m. Our September topic 

will be ñWhat is Nourish?ò as we take time to discuss our purpose as 

a community. This will be a great chance for those who are curious, 

because we will take extra time to introduce our program and 

purpose. If you have any questions, please reach out to Joel Brauner 

at 719-640-8190 or joeldbrauner@gmail.com or reach out to Pastor 

Courtney. 

Be a Leader 

Join a Committee 

Leadership  

Development 

Amy Brauner 

Our church is at its best 

when members of our 

congregation serve shoulder 

to shoulder with our staff.  

A great way to demonstrate 

this is by serving on a 

committee.  

The Leadership 

Development Committee 

will be asking for self-

nominations from Sunday, 

August 22, to Sunday, 

September 19. Keep a 

lookout in the Sunday 

bulletin and Friday e-on 

Zion emails for what 

leadership and committee 

positions are needed.  

Please prayerfully discern 

where God is asking you to 

use your gifts to help our 

congregation and 

community. 

mailto:joeldbrauner@gmail.com
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Meet Zionôs Intern Pastor 2021-2022 
Andrea Kragerud 

Hello, people of 

Zion! I am 

excited to finally 

be able to 

introduce myself 

as your intern 

pastor! It has 

been a whirlwind 

of transition for 

me this past 

spring into 

summer. A 

journey indeed to 

get to here, to this 

place. I feel 

blessed for this 

opportunity and 

to the experiences this next part of the journey 

will offer with all of you.  

I am a Luther Seminary Master of Divinity 

(M.Div.) Word and 

Sacrament student 

feeling called into 

congregational 

ministry. With this 

transition, I bring with 

me many years of 

higher education 

experience working on 

the Residence Life/

Student Affairs side of 

education. I have 

recently left my 

position at the 

University of Colorado 

Boulder where I 

served in a variety of 

student support roles for the past 19 years. After 

many nudges over the years, and saying ónot yet,ô 

in 2017 I formally began the candidacy process 

through the Rocky Mountain Synod. Working  

full-time, going to school full-time, while also 

having the intentional time for family has been 

quite the balancing act these past four years.  

I am a Midwest, Iowa farm girl at heart, but have 

found myself loving living in Colorado with my 

husband Ryan and daughter Anna. Ryan and I 

moved out here 

from Minnesota 

and Iowa in 2002 

for job 

opportunities and 

a change of 

scenery the week 

after our wedding. 

It was our three-

year planéand 

yet here we still 

are! Longmont 

has been a 

wonderful place to 

call home. Anna 

keeps us busy 

with all of her 

activities and will 

be a sophomore at 

Longmont High 

School this fall.  

It is also 

important to know that when I say I have to ógo 

do chores,ô it is literal. My daughter raises pigs 

for 4-H and competes in the Colorado Junior 

Swine Association (CJSA) jackpot series 

throughout the summer, at the Boulder County 

Fair, Colorado State Fair, and nationally at other 

stock shows. Raising pigs was a passion of mine 

growing up and is so much fun to see Anna loving 

Andrea Kragerud is Zionôs  

intern pastor for 2021-2022. 

Continued on page 7. 

The Kragerud family consists of 

Ryan, Anna, Andrea, and 

Rangely, a 3į-year-old fun mix 

of golden retriever, rottweiler, 

and boarder collie with an 

amazing rescue story. 

Andrea stands next to a 

landmark at Luther 

Seminary in St. Paul, 

Minnesota. 
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it now. Animal Sciences is certainly in her 

future. Ryan works for the St. Vrain Valley 

School District in the Planning Department 

as a Planner and Geographic Information 

System (GIS) specialist. He is also known 

as Mr. Bike Night to many in Longmont for 

his creation and leading of the Wednesday 

night cruiser bike rides through Old Town.  

Now that my course work is finished, I am 

looking forward to discovering what ófree 

timeô might look like! If Iôm not in the pig pen, you can probably find me baking (cupcakes are my 

thing), doing creative projects of all sorts around the house, paddle boarding, hanging out at a favorite 

coffee shop, or cruising around on my bike with family and friends. 

I am looking forward to being immersed into the day to day of congregational life and this community  

of faithðboth inside and outside of its walls. I ask for your continued prayers for all of us in this 

transition and know I am continuing to pray for all of you as well. I look forward to beginning to meet 

you on Sunday, August 1. Itôs going to be a great year.  

Meet Zionôs Intern Pastor 2021-2022 continued from page 6. 

Following in her motherôs footsteps, Anna raises pigs for 4-H 

and competes in the Colorado Junior Swine Association. 

We are delighted to welcome Intern Pastor 

Andrea Kragerud on August 1. Her internship will 

be a full 12 months with us, and is an opportunity 

for her to develop her vocation as a pastor and 

grow in various gifts of ministry. Internship in the 

church provides leadership experience under the 

supervision of a pastor. You might think of it like 

a residency in the medical field or student 

teaching in the education field.  During her 

internship, Andrea will practice and engage in the 

full range of ministry as a pastor, including key 

leadership areas of administration and leadership, 

preaching and teaching, stewardship and 

evangelism, conflict resolution, and more. A 

beautiful thing about this opportunity is that while 

it provides a constructive learning experience for 

her, it also provides energy and learning for Zion. 

We all get to share in the role with Andrea as both 

teachers and learners! 

Serving as an internship site can be costly for a 

congregation. However, since Andrea and her 

family already live in Longmont, the expense is 

Intern Pastor Introduction by Pastor Joel 

nearly cut in half. Fortunately, Zion already has 

nearly half of the expense in a fund dedicated for 

internship. For 2022, we have multiple sources to 

draw from, including interest gained from a Thrivent 

account that holds a portion of our ministry funds or 

the Endowment fund. We are financially well 

positioned for this internship, thanks to the 

generosity of many people in the congregation who 

see the value of internship, for Zion, the greater 

church, and for individuals who are called to serve 

the church as rostered leaders (pastors and deacons). 

We are grateful once again for this incredible 

opportunity. When you see Andrea in worship or 

around Zion, please welcome her as a pastor and 

learner with us. 

Andreaôs intern committee are Erin Bachman, Joel 

Brauner, Afton Farasyn, Beilynn Geiss, Roy Geiss, 

Debbie Joncas, Carol Schultz, and Nita Starr. This 

team of people will give support and feedback to 

Andrea, as well as be a piece in the evaluation 

process for her internship. If you have questions or 

feedback, please speak with them or with Pastor Joel. 
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Faith Formation 
Pastor Courtney Steitz 

Sunday School Fall Schedule 

Sunday School Kickoff 

On August 22, at 9:45 a.m., in the fellowship 

hall, join us for games and registration for the 

upcoming year of Sunday School. Learn more 

about the different Sunday School options for 

all age groups! 

Bible Olympics 

On August 29, at 9:45 a.m., keep the fun of the 

Olympics going! Join us for games and 

activities about the Bible for all ages! 

Labor Day Service 

On September 5, at 9:45 a.m., in the fellowship 

hall, help with service projects in honor of 

Labor Day. 

Beginning of Sunday School Rotations 

Beginning September 12, at 9:30 a.m., students 

will gather for the start of regular weekly 

Sunday School.  

High School and Middle School 

Beginning September 12 and continuing the 

first Sunday of every month, we will be having 

a joint worship party with King of Glory. Meet 

at Zion at 9:30 a.m. to drive over to King of 

Glory for food, fun, and fellowship. Then we 

will come back to Zion and sit together for the 

second worship service.  

There will be other Sunday School opportunities 

at Zion the remaining Sundays of the month. 

Confirmation Kickoff and  

Coyote Howl Retreat 

At Zion, we celebrate all of the students who 

are entering into and participating in 

confirmation. Confirmation or affirmation of 

baptism is an important step in the faith life and 

development of our students. They are given 

opportunities to engage with other ELCA 

confirmation students from Loveland and learn 

about the Bible, the Small Catechism, and 

Lutheran theology.  

This year, Confirmation Kickoff will be on 

August 15 at Zion at 12:15 p.m. 

We will welcome incoming students into 

confirmation during the services that Sunday. 

This is a reminder that confirmation is not 

something these students participate in on their 

own. As a community of faith, we are invited to 

journey alongside these young people as they 

continue to grow in their understanding of what 

it means to be a baptized and loved child of 

God. 

This year our confirmation students will also be 

participating in Coyote Howl up at Sky Ranch 

on September 24-26. This will be a fun time to 

grow together as a group and spend some 

beautiful time up in the mountains. If you are 

participating in confirmation, please put this 

date on your calendar!  



Man Cave 

If you are a middle school boy and interested in 

connecting with other middle school boys to 

learn about faith and play games, join us for Man 

Cave! Man Cave meets the second and fourth 

Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at Trinity. The 

fourth Tuesday is a chance to connect with the 

middle school girls from Girl Talk and play 

games together. If you are interested in 

participating, contact Pastor Courtney 

(pastorcourtney@zionloveland.com) for more 

information.  

Girl Talk  
(written by Beilynn Geiss) 

Girl Talk is a mentoring program where high 

school girls mentor middle school girls every 

Tuesday night. There is a new topic each week 

that varies from relationships to positive body 

image. We often do fun projects like making 

vision boards and friendship bracelets as well as 

participating in service projects. Girl Talk offers 

community and a safe space to talk. I have been 

in Girl Talk as both a middle schooler and a high 

school leader, and I have loved Girl Talk. It has 

been amazing to create friendships with the girls, 

and I always look forward to Tuesday night. 

Girl Talk meets every Tuesday from 6:30-8:00 

p.m. at King of Glory, except the 4th Tuesday of 

the month when they have a joint game night 

with Man Cave. If you are a middle school girl or 

know a middle school girl who would like to 

participate, contact Pastor Courtney 

(pastorcourtney@zionloveland.com). 
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Faith Formation 

Pastor Courtney Steitz 

Kids in Christ 

For the past several months, members of the 

congregation have been leading Kids in Christ. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for our kids and 

the young at heart in our congregation to hear 

from many different voices and perspectives on 

faith. It has also been a great experience for our 

leaders. Steve Courts shares some of his 

experience being a Kids in Christ leader: 

I was honored to conduct the childrenôs sermon 

on the last Sunday in June. The pastors were 

dedicating bikes that day and so it gave me an 

idea about doing something with bikes. I looked 

at the notes Pastor Sonja gave me (which were 

really quite helpful) and came up with a way to 

tie bikes into the scripture in a way I thought 

kids might understand. I had done some children 

services before at a church in Kentucky, so I had 

a little experience to fall back on. Unfortunately, 

I didn't get any children to come up as there 

really werenôt any kids at either service, so my 

approach changed slightly. I thought it went well 

(at least thatôs what Stephanie told me) even if I 

didnôt speak directly with kids. The process to 

create the Kids in Christ lesson took about 3 

hours total, including a couple of practice runs. 

One side-benefit to delivering the Kids in Christ 

message was that it got me to think about how 

Christ works with us...even through bikes! As a 

result, I think I got more out of it than anyone 

else!!! 

As we transition into the fall worship schedule 

and have more kids present in worship, we 

would love for you to consider helping us lead 

Kids in Christ! If youôre interested or have 

questions, please contact Pastor Courtney. 
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High School Back to School Event 

Now that we are back to school, weôre excited to reconnect with high school students and welcome 

incoming freshmen.  

On August 24, at 6:30 p.m. at King of Glory, meet with Pastor Deb and Pastor Courtney for snacks 

and planning! Come with ideas for games and activities as we plan some fun gatherings for the next 

year! If youôre unable to attend, but have ideas for fun activities, let Pastor Courtney know. 

Back to School Night Sack Dinners 

Thursday, August 26 

Make the Sack Dinners 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Hand Out Sack Dinners 

5:30ï 6:30 p.m. 

Monroe Elementary Cafeteria 

At back to school night, parents and families are 

invited to learn more about the opportunities the 

school offers their students, able to start the year 

off on a positive note. We are making sack 

dinners for these parents and families so they can 

come right from work. 

Faith Formation 
Pastor Courtney Steitz 

Monroe Elementary School Partnership 

Starting Up Again This Fall 
Pastor Sonja Pancoast 

As we look toward the fall, we are excited about the possibility of being able to serve at Monroe 

again. Last year so many of us missed this wonderful partnership that we have with Monroe. We have 

found that often we are the ones who benefit as we serve others and see the face of Christ in our 

neighbor. As we prepare for the fall, we anticipate being able to again serve in a variety of ways but 

will have to see how the year develops.  

Thank you to each one of you for helping in many and various ways in our partnership with Monroe. 

Brightening Up the School 

Painting Classrooms 

Sunday, September 12 

12:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

As part of ñGodôs Work. Our Hands.ò Sunday, 

we will be 

painting accent 

walls in two 

classrooms to 

brighten up the 

classroom. We 

will also paint the cabinets in the lounge to 

freshen up the space where teachers and the 

PTA gather. 

Continued on page 11. 
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Weekly Classroom Volunteer 

Starting in Late September 

This is your opportunity to help out one to two 

hours a week in the same classroom and 

experience first hand the joy as you observe the 

amazing growth that these children have 

throughout the year. The love that you receive in 

return often outmatches their amazing learningð

learning that you are supporting. We have 

opportunities in different grades and different days 

of the week. We will match your gifts and 

schedule with what the needs are at Monroe. 

PIE Night 

Late September or Early October 

For the PIE (Partners In Education) Night, Zion 

will provide pies for the parents and teachers, and 

the school will provide pizza pie for dinner. 

Coat and Boot Drive 

Throughout the Month of October 

We will gather coats and boots for the students at 

Monroe. Specific sizes and genders will be given 

to us based on the needs of the children at Monroe. 

Parent Teacher Conference Soup 

NightðWednesday, October 13 

The teachers do such an amazing job at Monroe . 

To offer our gratitude, we feed them the evening 

they conduct their parent teacher conferences. We 

will provide soup, bread, veggies, and desserts. 

Trunk or Treat Night 

Friday, October 22ðEarly Evening 

Help hand out candy and other prizes to the 

children at Monroe. Candy and treats are provided 

by Zion. All you need is a car with a trunk. 

Godôs Work. Our Hands. 

On Sunday, September 12, 2021, we will join 

together with over 9,100 ELCA congregations 

across the United States for a day of service. 

 Here in Loveland, we 

will join with King of 

Glory and Trinity to 

complete service 

projects to make a 

positive difference in 

our community, build 

and deepen 

relationships, and 

share Godôs love.  

We will have many 

and varied service 

projects across our 

community, including painting at Monroe [see 

page 10 of this newsletter], supporting our Loveland 

Police Department, spreading joy through chalk 

art, making sack packs for the homeless, and 

more.  

Signups for the various 

projects will be available 

in mid-August. 

We have ordered Godôs 

Work. Our Hands.  

t-shirts for those who do 

not already have a shirt 

and would like one.  

We are asking for a suggested donation of $5. 

Mark your calendars for this day of service as 

we join together to do Godôs work with our 

hands. 

Monroe Elementary School Partnership continued from page 10. 
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Vacation Bible School:  What an amazing week! 

See the ball 


