
Throughout the history of Godôs 

people, God has made covenants 

ðagreements with promises 

from both sidesðwith Godôs 

beloved people. Unfortunately, 

much of the Bible witnesses to 

the reality many of us know from 

our own lives:  a tragic pattern of 

broken promises has emerged in 

humanity. Throughout the Bible, 

God and the people made 

promises to each other, and then 

the people failed to live Godôs 

way of life. God made promises 

to Adam and Eve at creation, but 

they ate the forbidden fruit. God 

delivered the people of Israel 

from slavery and gave them the 

Torah, but they worshiped the 

golden calf. Over and over, the 

people break their promises, but 

over and over God always keeps 

Godôs promises. Even when 

people fail, break their promises, 

or turn away from God, God 

keeps promises. God is faithful 

and renews the promise again and 

again. 

No matter how difficult life can 

get, God promises to be with us. 

Godôs Spirit covers the face of 

the earth, but more specific and 

tangible, God became flesh and 

lived among us in Jesus Christ. 

Even today, we celebrate and 

receive the presence of Christ in 

Word and Sacrament, in 

community, and in the many 

ways we receive Godôs promise 

of new and abundant life. In this 

way, we can actually be the 

embodiment of Godôs promise to 

each other. We know we break 

promises, both to God and to 

each other, but God empowers us 

to renew Godôs promise to each 

other again and again. 

I love the process of putting 

together each quarterly issue of 

the ñEye on Zion.ò With the 

work of our amazing editor, 

Linda Sterner, and contributions 

from across the community, each 

newsletter is a collection of 

stories and examples of how the 

church lives into Godôs promises. 

At baptism, God makes 

promises, and so do we (the 

church). We promise the 

following: 

¶ to live among 

Godôs faithful 

people, 
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Promises Made, Promises Kept continued from page 1. 

¶ to hear the Word of God and share in the Lordôs supper, 

¶ to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

¶ to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and 

¶ to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

As individuals we will break these promises, but together with the church, we have the support of 

community to uphold them together. As you read through the stories and contributions of this issue of 

the ñEye on Zion,ò see which of the above promises each story might pertain to. Then, consider how 

you might engage in some activity of the churchðwhether in this newsletter or notðto live into the 

promises of baptism. This is not a requirement for living as a Christian. Godôs promise is yours even 

when you do not live up to your side of the promise. But when we live into these promises, we 

experience the fullness of Godôs promisesðpromises of forgiveness and unconditional love, promises 

of love and belonging, promises of sharing Godôs abundant life. 

Narrative Lectionary 
Most Christian churches follow some sort of 

lectionary, which is a collection of Scripture 

readings appointed for worship on a given day or 

occasion. For the last several years, most of our 

worship has been guided by the Revised 

Common Lectionary, which includes readings 

from the Old Testament, Psalms, New 

Testament Epistles (letters), and Gospels.  

However, you may have noticed that we 

frequently do not use all of the texts in our 

worship. Instead, with the worship planning 

team, we look for themes and patterns that help 

us remember how Godôs Word speaks to us. 

Though the Revised Common Lectionary has 

united the church in its reading of Scripture and 

has given much-needed structure, it doesnôt 

present Scripture in a way that helps people 

remember the Scriptures or become fluent in the 

Bible as our first language of faith. So, in 

September, we are returning to the Narrative 

Lectionary to shape our worship. The Narrative 

Lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings that 

follow the sweep of the biblical story, from 

Creation through the early Christian church. This 

pattern for the Scriptures in worship shows the 

breadth and variety of voices within Scripture, 

inviting us to hear the stories of people like 

Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, 

Jesus, Paul, and many others.  

Listening to the many different voices within the 

Scriptures enriches our lives of faith, and helps us 

hold onto the Scriptures that most hold us. The 

Narrative Lectionary tells the story and 

proclamation of what God is doingðboth in the 

Scriptures and in our lives today. The stories tell 

of hope and disappointment, suffering and 

redemption. In all these varied contexts, we find 

God dealing with the complexities of human life.  

On September 8, we begin at the beginning, with 

Creation, and we will move through the biblical 

story in a way that tells us the whole story of 

Godôs promises made, and Godôs promises kept.   
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Greetings Zion, 

And happy summer. It is always nice to have a 

change of pace in our summer months. I hope 

you all enjoyed the outdoor services, and as 

much of our beautiful state in our early summer. 

As I am writing this, it feels August may bring 

with it cautionary actions that remind us of our 

vulnerability in this world, and the reach we have 

to help others in need. After a wee summer 

break, I am looking forward to being back with a 

community who so strongly believes in helping 

others.  

Just as the last school year ended, the Summer 

Music and Arts Camp started! We had a blast 

singing, painting, dancing, and making friends. 

There was a wonderful variety of ages and 

everyone was kind, helpful, and engaged. It was 

a beautiful week, and I am so thankful for the 

assistance from Kathy Pancoast. I could not have 

done it without her! She helped with stories, 

setup, cleanup, display, and was also our 

fabulous photographer for the week.  

Our music ensembles will resume in August. 

Many things will stay the same like our 

rehearsal times. Bell Choir will rehearse on 

Wednesdays from 5:15-6:15 p.m., and Chancel 

Choir will rehearse on Wednesdays from 6:00-

7:15 p.m. The schedule for Sundays will be sent 

to members. If youôre interested in trying out 

either ensemble, reach out! We would love to 

work with you to know how you can be more 

involved in music at Zion. 

Our Childrenôs Choir will start on September 

11, 2024. Participants can look forward to 

weekly rehearsals geared to their musical levels. 

We will present music in worship in November 

at the traditional service.  

And now, for the changes in 2024-2025:  I am 

happy to welcome Neil Forsythe as our Interim 

Bell Choir Director! Neil spent the last year as 

our Organist and Praise Band leader. He has 

been choosing great music for both our 

traditional and contemporary services, and has 

been a collaborative and energetic colleague. 

Neilôs experience leading worship is incredibly 

expansive, and he is looking forward to again 

directing a bell choir.  

Music Ministry 
Noelle Bauman-Stucky 

Promises Made, Promises Broken (and Promises Kept) 

September 8 Creation and Fall   Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 

September 15 Godôs Promise to Abram and Sarai Genesis 15:1-6 

September 22 Joseph and His Brothers  Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 

September 29 Promises of Passover  Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8 

October 6 The Golden Calf   Exodus 32:1-14 

October 13 Hannah and Samuel  1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 

October 20 Godôs Promise to David  2 Samuel 7:1-17 

Fall Worship Themes 

Continued on page 4. 
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Some of you may know that our previous 

director, Thomas Chen, has experienced a 

monument of changes in his last few years. As 

Thomas works through being a dad to his three 

children, navigating his work life, grieving and 

celebrating, he expressed he needed some more 

time. As we all know, there can never be a set 

timeline on the processes above. We are happy 

for Thomas and hope the decision rejuvenates the 

parts of his life where it is needed.  

Music Ministry continued from page 3. 

As always, and again, thank you all for your love 

and kindness shown not just to Zion, but to our 

community and world. I am looking forward to 

this year and hope that what I contribute and 

what our music team contributes enhances your 

worship and brings joy to your lives.  

Noelle Bauman-Stucky 

Childrenôs Music Director 

Chancel Choir Director 

Music Director 

Some Photos from the Summer Arts and Music Camp 
singing, painting, dancing, and making friends 
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In our worship series on Everyday Prophecy, we 

heard Intern Pastor Katie preach about the 

prophet Ezekiel, who was commanded by God to 

eat a scroll! Itôs a strange image, but I wonder 

what we might discover if we tried to do the same 

thingðif we thought of nourishing our souls with 

Scripture, feasting on the Word, getting our daily 

value of nutrients from the Gospels. 

Thatôs what our Sunday school curriculum, 

Living the Word, aims to do. Our hope is that we 

all can discover what makes the Bible so ñsweet.ò 

Beginning with Genesis, we will journey through 

the Bible together, finding the common threads of 

salvation, love, justice, and mercy that run 

throughout all of Scripture. Godôs promises made 

to our spiritual ancestors are the same promises 

made today, promises that God will always keep. 

And, in turn, we keep the promise to share the 

good news of Godôs love with every generation: 

Hear, O Israel:  The L  is our God, the L  

alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your might. Keep these words that I am 

commanding you today in your heart. Recite 

them to your children and talk about them when 

Looking Forward to Fall Faith Formation 

Sunday School 
Pastor Veronica Gould 

you are at home and when you are away, when 

you lie down and when you rise. 

ðD  6:4-7 

We are excited this year to be able to provide a 

new Bible to every child for at-home use, and we 

will be providing other resources to support 

families as they read Godôs Word together at 

home. Our confirmation students will receive a 

very special Lutheran Study Bible as we explore 

the Bible together. 

One new thing we will be trying this year is 

gathering in the chapel to begin our Sunday 

school time together. This will allow us to gather 

as a whole group and enjoy a time of snacks, 

prayer, and song before heading to our 

classrooms. Elementary students will have one 

class, and middle and high school students will 

have a class together. The curriculum we follow 

will have the same Bible stories we hear together 

in worship, which will support studentsô learning 

and help children and parents connect as they 

discuss what everyone learned about each week. 

Sunday school will be kicking off on August 18. 

For more information about this yearôs schedule, 

please contact Pastor Veronica. 

Fall Retreats (Save-the-Dates) 
We have upcoming retreat opportunities for all ages this fall! Retreats are a great time to get away 

from the regular demands of life and spend time in the company of friends and fellow believers. 

August 30-September 2 Labor Day Weekend at Sky Ranch (all ages/family) 

September 27-29  Coyote Howl (middle school) at Sky Ranch 

October 18-20  Womenõs Retreat in Estes Park 

November 1-3  High Schoolers at Sky Ranch 

December 1-3  Advent Retreat at Sky Ranch (all ages/family). 

For more information about registration, please contact Pastor Veronica. 
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Friday, October 18ñSunday, October 20, 2024 

YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will  

give you rest. 

ðM  11:28 

Retreat. Rest. Renewal. Come spend some time 

with other women who are seeking to find rest in 

the Lord. We spend so much time striving, 

working toward our goals, and keeping busy. 

What would it feel like to slow down enough to 

really listen for Godôs presence within and among 

us? 

At the Womenôs Retreat, we will gather to dwell 

deeply in guided spiritual practices of rest, 

reflection, 

contemplation, and 

prayer. We will 

encounter the beauty 

of Godôs creation. We 

will share in 

community meals and 

activities. This is a 

great opportunity to 

connect with women 

from our church 

community on a 

deeper level and in a 

different place. You 

do not have to be a 

member of Zion to 

participate, and 

friends and family are 

welcome! 

Looking Forward to Fall Faith Formation 

Womenôs Retreat 

Pastor Veronica Gould 
The cost for the retreat is $180 for a double-

occupancy room and $290 for single-occupancy. 

Cost includes all retreat materials and food for the 

weekend. Scholarships are available.  

Registration and scholarship forms are available in 

the church office or online at 

www.zionloveland.com and click the ñRegister 

for Eventsò tab. 

We have a limited number of rooms reserved and 

reservations will be accepted on a first-come, first-

served basis. 

Sign up TODAY and come join in the fellowship 

and fun of the Zion Womenôs Retreat! 

If you have any questions or want additional 

information, please contact Pastor Veronica. 

Encounter the beauty of Godôs creation in the company of women seeking to find 

rest in the Lord, listening for Godôs presence within and among them. 

http://www.zionloveland.com/
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ñUnderstanding Your 

Griefò Support Group 
The Bible is filled with promises that God will never 

leave you alone. Even when we might feel most 

lonely, when we have lost a loved one to death, God 

is with us. God is with us in spirit, but one of the 

most meaningful ways God is with us is in flesh. God 

has been made known to us in the flesh of Jesus 

Christ, so that God may also be made known to us 

through each other. If you are experiencing 

loneliness or grief, one of the best ways to encounter 

that loneliness and grief is to be with people who 

have been through it. 

When we experience grief of any kind, we need 

support and compassion from others during these 

difficult times. If you or someone you know is 

grieving, consider joining the 

upcoming 11-week grief support 

group at Zion. This group will meet 

on Thursday evenings 6:30-8:00 

p.m. starting October 17. We will 

use the book Understanding Your 

Grief:  Ten Essential Touchstones 

for Finding Hope and Healing 

Your Heart by Alan D. Wolfelt, a 

leading grief educator who lives and 

works in Northern Colorado. This book outlines the 

ten touchstones that are essential to physical, 

emotional, cognitive, social, and spiritual actions for 

you to take to help yourself heal. Through reading, 

journaling, and group discussions, we will work 

together to understand the normal and necessary 

journey that we call grief. This will be the third time 

we have used this particular resource in the last four 

years. Participants have appreciated the wisdom of 

the author and the support of others.  

If you are interested in joining the Understanding 

Your Grief group, please contact the church office or 

let one of the pastors know. We hope you will join us 

to lean into Godôs promise that you are never alone.  

YOU ARE INVITED 
Prayer and Meditation Chapel  

and Stephen Ministry Dedication 

August 25, 2024 

9:30 A.M. 

Zionôs chapel, a 

little-known 

room, has 

undergone a 

transformation 

into an 

enhanced 

worship and 

meditation 

spaceða space 

for 

contemplation, 

reflection, and 

spiritual growth 

with a prayer 

labyrinth and a 

warm, inviting 

meditation area 

with modern 

technology 

resources. The 

historic altar, 

lectern, and 

baptismal font 

will still provide space for smaller worship. 

With sincere appreciation, we thank the 

Haack family for the endowment gift from 

the Mel and Mary Jo Haack estate and the 

donations to the Ginger Klein memorial that 

funded this project. 

Thank you to committee members Angie 

Elder, Rob Huffsmith, Jacob Kuhns, Jessica 

Kuhns, Kathy Loken, Pastor Joel, and 

Carolyn Smela. 

Chapel renovation progress  

to date includes the new 

flooring, labyrinth, and forest 

scene mural. 



Parts of Zionôs vision say: 

1. We are rooted in the gospel, grounded in the 

love of Christ and open to the Spiritôs leading. 

2. Our community is transformed through 

relationships. 

3. All are embraced and celebrated in their 

differences. 

4. Through Christ, the complicated, difficult, and 

sometimes messy nature of gathering people 

of different perspectives and backgrounds is 

recognized and welcomed. 

There is more to our vision than those four points, 

but those parts of our vision have led to the 

creation of Held Together in Christ (HTIC), a 

gathering of brave conversations around difficult 

topics. The title of these conversations comes from 

Colossians 1:17, which says, ñChrist himself is 

before all things, and in him all things hold 

together.ò We believe that we can hold deeply 

rooted opinions and disagree with one another, 

while still being drawn together in community and 

relationship that is held together by Christ and in 

Christ. But this does not come easy. It takes 

practice. So once a month (typically on the second 

Sunday of each month) between Sunday worship 

services, we gather for brave conversations with 

each other.  

Whether we are talking about presidential 

elections, municipal budget shortfalls resulting 

from food tax cuts, racial issues, or anything else 

that could divide, we emphasize three practices: 

1. A  Q   C. When someone 

expresses an opinion or perspective that you 

disagree with, rather than simply disagreeing or 

telling them they are wrong, ask them a question 

of curiosity to learn more about their point of 
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Held Together in Christ 

Pastor Joel Pancoast 
view. Not only are people a lot more willing to 

answer questions than to listen to you insist on 

your way for the umpteenth time, but you show 

each other respect, and you might even learn and 

understand more about why someone thinks the 

way they do, and this grows relationship. 

2. E  S  F. When you're 

talking to someone with whom you disagree, 

notice your strong feelings. Break ground on your 

anger, dig deeper to discover the fear of loss 

behind your concern, and find the treasure by 

naming the thing you loveðwhat your concern is 

protecting. Remember that if your strong feelings 

are protecting something you love, someone elseôs 

strong feelings are doing the same, even if what 

they love seems counter to what you love. When 

we remember this, we humanize each other, and 

this makes it easier to ask questions of curiosity to 

better understand their anger (and yours). 

3. R , N  C . Do not 

approach difficult conversations with the 

categories of good and evil on your mind. That 

only instigates contempt, considering some people 

as not worth talking to, not worth taking seriously. 

Instead, think of one way you might be able to 

care for the person, whether in thought, word, or 

deed. 

Usually the group who arrives will help decide the 

topics, and ideally we will have different people 

help lead the conversations. For example, Roger 

Weidelman led a conversation around the 

municipal budget shortfall created by the cut to 

the Loveland sales tax. Leah Johnson of the 

Loveland Homelessness Task Force led a 

conversation around the possible shelter at First 

Christian Church. George Stevens facilitated a 

conversation around Juneteenth, the Emancipation 
Continued on page 9. 
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Buena Vista, they will be thinking about the 

victims of disasters worldwide. The course covers 

165+ miles, 30 legs, 3 mountain passes (Guanella, 

Georgia, and Fremont), including 31 miles of 

single track trails. It is a difficult relay that will 

take nearly 30 hours to complete, but the team runs 

in solidarity with disaster victims. More 

importantly, they will be talking to other runners 

about the work of LDR, raising awareness and 

receiving contributions. 

If you would like to support the Faster Pastors and 

wildfire survivors, a special offering will be 

received in worship in late August and early 

September. You can also follow their progress 

during the run on social media, from early morning 

September 6 to late morning September 7. 

For well over a decade, Pastor Joel has run with the 

Faster Pastors, each year running to raise 

awareness and funds for a cause that our church 

believes in. This year, the Faster Pastors will be 

running for Lutheran Disaster Response, a ministry 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA). 

Lutheran Disaster Response 

(LDR) shares Godôs hope, 

healing, and renewal with people 

whose lives have been disrupted 

by disasters in the United States 

and around the world. When the 

dust settles and the headlines 

change, LDR stays to provide ongoing assistance 

to those in need. What an incredible promise that 

we get to be part of! 

Whether they are truly on an increase or we are 

simply more aware because of more available news 

and communications, disasters worldwide seem 

abundant. We hear regularly about fires, 

earthquakes, hurricanes, famine and drought, and 

humanitarian crises. Last year the Faster Pastors 

ran for the specific cause of wildfire victims in our 

own territory, and LDR was there to help them too, 

so this year we are showing our gratitude for a big 

world made smaller by the work of the church. 

On September 6-7, as the Faster Pastors run the 

Flaming Foliage Relay from Idaho Springs to 

Faster Pastors to Run 165-Mile Mountain Relay for 

Lutheran Disaster Response 
Pastor Joel Pancoast 

The team runs in 

solidarity with 

disaster victims. 

Go Team Go! 

Pictured is the 2023 Faster Pastor Team with Zionôs 

Pastor Joel second from the right. 

Proclamation, and whether national holidays conflict with Christian holidays. There are many 

possibilities, but the only way this will work is if people of all different perspectives, persuasions, and 

opinions participate. So if you think youôre too liberal or too conservative, or even if you donôt really 

know where you stand, please join us for Held Together in Christ as we learn to love one another, even 

through difficult but brave conversations. 

Held Together in Christ continued from page 8. 
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Discover your spiritual gift(s)ða new 

class offering from Janie Lichtfuss 

Something very exciting is 

coming to Zionða class about 

spiritual gifts.  

Everyone has at least one 

spiritual gift; some have more 

than one. Knowing what 

spiritual gift you have is 

important in order to best use 

that gift according to Godôs 

wishes for you.  

This class will help you identify 

and understand your spiritual 

gift and how it fits with the gifts 

of others in the body of Christ. 

Learning how to use your 

spiritual gift will be one of the 

most exciting and enriching 

events in your life as you gain a 

fresh perspective on your life 

and ministry.  

Celebrating Zionõs 

Esteemed Staff 
 

Sunday, September 22 

Between Services 

We at Zion appreciate our 

staffðno doubt about thatð

but we donôt celebrate our 

appreciation often enough. So, 

on Sunday, September 22, we 

will do just that! 

The celebration will take place 

between services on Sunday, 

September 22. Refreshments 

will be served. 

Also on that day, greeting 

cards for each pastor and staff 

member will be available for 

your signing, located on tables 

outside the sanctuary 

entrances. Or, bring a card of 

your own choosing; that, too, 

would be great. 

We hope everyone will be part 

of this time of celebrating our 

amazing pastors and staff. 

This special event is hosted by 

Zionôs Personnel Committee. 

Welcome to the journey.  

The 8-course class will be 

offered during the adult faith 

formation hour between 

services, beginning Sunday, 

September 15, and will 

continue every Sunday except 

the second Sunday of each 

month so not to be in conflict 

with the Held Together in 

Christ conversations. 

The Spiritual Gifts class will 

meet in the conference room.  

Please let class instructor Janie 

Lichtfuss know of your 

intention to attend this class so 

she has enough materials for 

everyone. 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters,  

I do not want you to be uninformed. 

ð1 C  12:1 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 

are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are 

varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 

for the common good. 

ð1 C  12:4-7 
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Among Members and Friends  

At Rest in Our Fatherôs House 

Bill Gerrard 

Fran Antiga, friend of the West family 

Jill, friend of Gail Herrmann 

Robert Pecha, friend of the West family. 

We Keep in Prayer 

 

Zion offers up prayers for those in 

needðfor members, for friends,  

for community, for our country,  

and for the world. 

 

Joyous Celebrations of New Birth 

Odin Horst Sale 

Abigail Lucille Samelson. 

Joyous Celebrations of Baptism 

Elaina Brese 

Cherri Opal Lucero 

Odin Horst Sale. 

Joyous Celebration of Marriage 

Ray and Shirley Sumner. 

T hanking each of our brothers and sisters in Christ seems so inadequate during 

the storm that God allowed during Donnaôs last 

days with us. As Donna stated from the 

beginning, ñGodôs in control; this is part of the 

journey he has before me.ò The outpouring of 

selfless devotion from the body of Christ was 

most appreciated by our families as we watched 

her life slip away from us. At her final breath, 

she was immediately made whole as Jesus 

wrapped His loving arms around her, 

welcoming her to her eternal home with Him. 

ñOh death where is thy sting.ò 

As we planned her service, we felt Godôs 

presence leading Pastor Joel in orchestrating 

our desires to have her life honored as the 

person she was here, and why, as her 

relationship with Christ was felt by all who 

knew her. 

All those, known and unknown, who assisted in 

her celebration of lifeðthe service, organizing 

and volunteering for the receptionðcannot be 

thanked enough by our families. The outpouring 

of love, as when Jesus came to serve, so did 

those who served us, to the point we were 

overwhelmed. Please accept our most humble 

gratitude, as we, in the flesh, have no words; 

only in Christ can we give thanks. 

 In Him we live, 

 The families of Donna Freed 
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Among Members and Friends  

The comfort extended through Zionôs prayer shawl ministry is far-reaching 

Thank you for the prayer shawl. What an amazing ministry! The loving care and prayers that went into 

this shawl is so amazing. Blessings and love as I continue to heal. 

I love the shawl! The colors are so beautiful. Thank you for all the prayers. 

Our co-op family is so caring with cards, food, and errands during our long illness and death journey. 

Knowing the prayers that accompany this beautiful shawl is so amazing and appreciated. 

I was feeling low with paying bills, getting repairs done, and settling the estate. Thank you so much for 

the prayer shawl. Knowing how much Mom loved hers, we wrapped her in it in her coffin even though I 

wanted to keep it. Now I have my own to cherish, so I'll remember the prayers and give thanks that I 

am wrapped in God. 

Zion received a letter of 

gratitude from Nicole 

Armstrong, Executive 

Director of The Matthews 

House, for a gift of $640 in 

support of The Landing, the 

new youth shelter opening 

this fall across the street 

from Zion. 

In addition, Zion received a 

handwritten note in gratitude 

for a recent donation, likely 

from the L2F2 confirmation 

students (see page 21 of this 

newsletter). 

Dear Zion Lutheran 

Church, 

Thank you for your recent 

donation to the Matthews 

House. Your generosity 

will help us continue to 

provide support and care 

to those in need. We 

appreciate your kindness 

and support of our 

mission. 

 Sincerely, 

 Erica 

 Nicole 



We would like to give a big THANK YOU to everyone 

who contributed to the Sky Ranch Camperships. 

Because of your generosity, both Eli and Nolan 

received help in paying for their Sky Ranch trip this 

year. Thank you! 

 Joel and Amy Brauner  

Dear Zion, 

Thank you so much for contributing to our first 

Peakview Academy Pozole Dinner and Carnival! 

Having the support of Zion for our families was 

greatly appreciated. We look forward to collaborating 

with you again next year. 

 Sincerely, 

 Valarie Lara-Black, Principal 

 Gloria Major, Family Engagement Specialist 

 Peakview Academy at Conrad Ball 

Dear friends at Zion, 

Thank you for your recent gift to campus ministry! 

During the slower season of summer, our students are 

staying connected through monthly adventures, and 

we are looking forward to a new school year in 

August! 

 Grace, Peace, 

 Pastor Monica 

 Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry 

Among Members and Friends  
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Zion Lutheran Church, 

Thank you for the use of the sanctuary and 

helping us set up the sound system for our  

end-of-year and graduation programs. We 

appreciate your generosity. 

 Sincerely, 

 Thompson Valley Preschool Staff 

To the congregation of Zion Lutheran Church, 

We thank you for your amazing generosity! 

Your contributions to Lovelandôs 

Philomatheon Clubôs support of Alternatives 

to Violence [ATV] is greatly appreciated. Your 

gifts of household necessities will be put to 

good use helping a community member make 

a fresh start! 

 Regards, 

 Lorie Smith, ATV Chair 

Zion provided lunch for the VBS [Vacation Bible 

School] Sky Ranch Staff; seems the sub lunch was a 

big hit with everyone. 

Thank you so much for providing us lunch! 

You are so appreciated. ðMegan 

Thank you for the delicious subs! They were 

so yummy! We appreciate the support!  

ðHannah 

Thank you so much for the amazing subs! We 

could not have done this without your 

support! ðMaggie 

Thank you so much for everything. You are a 

great person [Lindsey].ðAlejandro 

Thank You Letters to Zion 

¶ May 30, 2024ðFrom ELCA World 

Hunger for a gift of $1,490. Members of the Lutheran Episcopal Campus Ministry in 

Greeley sent a picture card of thank you to Zion. 
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The photo shows the boxes packed with 70 quilts ready to be taken to 

Denver where they are stored at the Lutheran World Relief ingathering 

center in the Urban Servant Corps. Then on to Minneapolis, where they 

join other ingatherings, and then to the warehouse in Maryland where 

the quilts are compressed, bound into bales of 100, and then loaded 

into containers that carry 375 bales (13,000 quilts). The containers are 

then shipped around the world where needed. 

Thank you to all the members of our Zion Quilt Tie-ers [ZQT] for their 

work and materials, to Lindsey for her help, to Stig for driving the 

boxed quilts into Denver, and to all of you who donate materials to 

ZQT and funds to LWR [Lutheran World Relief] for shipping costs. 

Please join us at Zion when our group starts up again in September to 

sew and tie more quilts. 

Quilts for Lutheran World Relief 
Susan Osborn 

Zion boxed up 70 quilts for 

worldwide distribution. 

The mobile laundry truck is back in 

service and needs volunteers 
Woody Carlson, Program Manager, Mobile Laundry 

The mobile laundry truck was in an accident and badly damaged, but after months of repair it is ready 

to serve again. However, during this interim time, volunteers were in high demand and are tired out, 

so if anyone is willing to volunteer, they should consider contacting Pam Larsen (see below).  

Excerpts from the Homeward Alliance Mobile Laundry Newsletter, July 2024 

After four months of anxious waiting, the mobile laundry truck is back in service. I did wonder at 

times if the bad news from our repair team would ever end:  axle is broken, supply chain delays for 

parts, propane tank is leaking, generator will not start, and truck gas tank is losing pressure. Are you 

kidding me? What is remarkable about all of this is that we never missed a day of washing, drying, and 

folding clothes. Our clients and guests always had access to clean clothes; the worst part is that we had 

to collect and haul laundry to a laundromat, and then return it to the drop-off site. 

We need more volunteers! I know we wore out our volunteers; our regular volunteers are stretched a 

little thin. We would like to form a óhot shotô teamðfolks who can respond on short notice, less than 

24 hours, when life happens to those who are scheduled.  

Would you consider being a óhot shotô volunteer? If so, contact our volunteer coordinator, Pam Larsen, 

at pamaladlarsen@outlook.com. We are repeatedly thanked by our guests. Come join the fun! 

mailto:pamaladlarsen@outlook.com
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Nearly one year ago, in November 2023, Zion 

was part of a community group that made a 

commitment to help Lovelandôs unhoused 

community through the SafeLot program. We 

began hosting guests whose homes are their cars.  

We made a commitment to provide a safe place to 

park overnight, provide two dinners per week 

along with opportunities to shower, an electrical 

hook-up, and a porta potty restroom with 

handwashing station. The guests park for one 

month at Zion and one month at King of Glory 

(KOG), then return to Zion, and so on. Volunteers 

come from Zion, KOG, St. Spyridon, and several 

other local congregations. 

It has been a year of growth and opportunities, 

victories and losses, and definite learning 

experiences for us all. While the vast majority of 

our guests have been senior citizens, we have had 

guests ranging in age, as of this writing, from 13 

through 85. We began with four guests and have 

had as many as eight at once. Several have moved 

on as they secured housing and/or employment.  

SafeLot 
Anita Turner-Steele, SafeLot Lot Coordinator for Zion 

Looking for a few extra 

dollars? HELP WANTED 

Thompson Valley Preschool is looking 

for someone to help maintain its yard 

with tasks such as pulling weeds, 

trimming plants, and watering for a few 

hours per week.  

Flexible timing; minimum wage.  

Contact Gail at 970-667-6552 or email 

gyant@thompsonvalleypreschool.org if 

interested! 

Youth:  Would you like to volunteer 

to help Janie Lichtfuss in Zionõs 

library? 

Here is the problem:  Janie can no longer get on the little 

step ladder to put books on higher shelves. This ñjobò would 

take place on Saturdays from about 9:00 a.m. to noon. Only 

one or two volunteers would be needed each Saturday; you 

could sign up for a Saturday of your choiceðsign up with a 

friend.  

Please let Janie know if you are willing to help. You can 

reach Janie at janiekipp1@gmail.com or 970-663-9209.  

Your stepping up to step up is greatly appreciated. 

The need continues to grow. Housing in Loveland 

and Larimer County is continuing to get more 

expensive. We want to continue to keep our 

promises to our guests: to provide them with a 

safe place to spend the night, and a supportive 

community.  

We love our volunteers! And, weôve found our 

volunteers tend to fall in love with our SafeLot 

community. People will come to serve a meal, and 

find themselves sharing in long discussions well 

after the meal has ended. There are other ways to 

help as well. Towels can be picked up, laundered, 

and returned. Morning lot checks can be done. 

The bathrooms can be cleaned. ANYTHING you 

do to help our guests is so very much appreciated 

by them.  

Last year, we made promises to our SafeLot 

community. With the help of an amazing group of 

volunteers, over the past year, weôve been able to 

keep those promises. I look forward to the year to 

come! 

mailto:gyant@thompsonvalleypreschool.org
mailto:janiekipp1@gmail.com
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In the last issue of the ñEye on Zion,ò details were shared about a 

pilgrimage that will be led by Pastor Joel, June 17-28, 2025 (with 

an optional June 28-July 1 excursion to Istanbul for $790) to 

follow the footsteps of the Apostle Paul through the upper 

Mediterranean. The cost for this pilgrimage is $4,890, which 

includes airfare, lodging, food, guide service, and other 

transportation. 

Whether you are curious about this journey, already committed, or 

interested but not sure, join us August 18 at 4:00 p.m. to learn 

more. Elias Nawawieh, owner and operator of Elias Tours, will be 

with us to make a presentation about the trip and answer any 

questions you may have.  

Let us know if you can make it, or if you are interested in the trip 

but unable to attend this meeting. 

ñJourneys of Paulò Information Meeting 

SundayðAugust 18ð4:00 p.m. 

A sampling of trip highlights: 

¶ Walk where Paul walked and learn how Paulôs teaching, preaching, and writing still speaks 

to how Jesus is working in our lives today.  

¶ Renew the promise of your own baptism at the river where Lydia, the first Gentile woman 

to be baptized, and her household were baptized.  

¶ Climb Mars Hill where Paul defended faith in Jesus as he overlooked the city of Athens.  

¶ Cruise to see several Greek islands, including Mykonos, Patmos, Rhodes, Crete (where 

Paul spent time on his way to Rome), and Santorini.  
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On July 22, two children of God were welcomed into the promise of baptism. In the Lutheran 

tradition, baptism is always done in the context of worship and community. Baptisms are not private 

events but are opportunities for the church community to witness Godôs promise of love and 

belonging, and to welcome a child of God into the church as a manifestation of those promises. 

Recently, two baptisms were held on a Monday because family members were not able to be present 

on Sundays, so the Zion community was invited to join the baptized and their families at Horseshoe 

Lake in Loveland. 

Elaina is a friend of Nick Weimer from high school, and asked to be 

baptized. Her dad could only be present on Monday and really wanted 

to witness and support Elaina, so we were able to schedule a special 

baptism at Horseshoe Lake and invite the church to join us. 

Cherri Opal has been 

scheduled for baptism 

twice but the family had 

to cancel both times for 

different reasons, 

including illness. Since July 

22 was Cherriôs second birthday, it was a beautiful day for 

much of her immediate and extended family to be there to 

celebrate this occasion with her. 

Welcome, children of God, to the waters 

of baptism! Join us in giving thanks and 

praise for Godôs gift of grace in your life 

and ours. You are marked with the cross 

of Christ forever. Donôt ever forget that 

Jesus loves you and so do we. 

Celebrating the Promise of Baptism 

Elaina is baptized. 

Cherri Opal is baptized on her  

second birthday. 

Cherri and Elaina receive the blessing and 

promise of the Holy Spirit. 
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Reflections on a Life-Changing Experience 
Hannah Pancoast 

My experience at Lutheran Summer Music has been life-changing, and I couldnôt have done it without 

the support of the Zion congregation. At the beginning of the month, I was a little nervous about what 

my experience was going to be like. By the end of the month, I had created a new family centered 

around faith and music. 

I have had amazing experiences in the orchestra improving my music skills under the instruction of  

Dr S¿tterlin. Lutheran Summer Music has such a positive and encouraging atmosphere around music, 

and this past month I have felt so much joy in being able to create 

beautiful music. At Lutheran Summer Music, I not only 

participated in the orchestra but also the choir.  

Dr Gravelle, the choir director, built a beautiful choir program 

centered around the creation story. We sang both modern and 

traditional music, and every piece had a meaning. During 

rehearsals, we always devoted time to discussing how to connect 

with the music, both biblically and emotionally. 

My favorite part of this experience was ending each 

day with evening prayer. Some nights I was tired, 

and it was always very warm in the chapel, but 

ending the day with a reflection on scripture was a 

peaceful way to close each day. Daily obligations of 

rehearsals and practicing were stressful, but ending 

the day by singing hymns as a community melted 

away that stress.  

This experience has changed me in so many ways;  

I have improved as a musician, grown in my faith, 

and created lifelong friendships. 

Hannah performed a solo recital at 

the end of the academy. 

Hundreds of young musicians made up the  

2024 Lutheran Summer Music community. 

The community worshiped regularly in the Chapel  

of the Resurrection at Valparaiso University. 



Created to be Brave 

Bravery is challengingðmentally, physically and 

spiritually. God calls us to be brave for he is with 

us always but sometimes it doesnôt feel like 

that...thatôs hard but itôs also something we can 

work through. We often draw conclusions without 

realizing it that we are unable to complete 

something and we create fears in our mind. 

However, we are called to push past this. It may 

be challenging, but God created us to be brave. 

ðPaxton 

Created to be Authentic 

To be authentic is to live a life of integrity, where 

our actions, words, and innermost thoughts align 

with the truths of Godôs word. This is not merely 

about honesty with others but also about an 

earnest introspection before God. As children of 

God, our authenticity comes from knowing our 

own identity and beloved-ness. We are sinful and 

in some situations have an un-authentic sense of 
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2024 ELCA Youth Gathering 
Loveland Lutherans Gather in New Orleans 
This year, Zion was blessed to send our youth together with L2F2 

(Loveland Lutheran Faith Formation) and friends to New Orleans for 

the Youth Gathering. Many thanks to Pastor Kaari (Trinity), Pastor Paul 

(King of Glory member), and Shelby Vrem (Zion) for their presence 

and leadership with all of our kids. Everyone had a great time meeting 

new friends, trying new food, and diving deeply into the question of 

who they are created to be. In a world where there are so many demands on our lives, it is a gift to 

spend time remembering the promises of a God who has made and called us for a purpose. The 

following are reflections written by our youth in response to those promises. We delight in their 

insights and joy, and we pray for them as they continue to grow in faith. 

self, but, through the cross we are redeemed and 

able to live truthfully as children of God.ïKam 

Created to be Free 

Freeða word that can be used in several 

contexts. Free from oppression, free from sin, 

free from fear, free from political conflicts, the 

list goes on and on. But God calls us to be free 

from the boxes that society places us in and to 

simply be a child of God. In a world full of 

injustice, this is more important than ever. 

ïCassey 

Everyone took 

turns holding a 

baby alligator 

during a swamp 

tourðtalk about 

brave! (Left: 

Shelby Vrem and 

Kam Otteson, 

Right: Cassey 

Vrem). 

Our youth 

were excited 

to try out 

the local 

cuisine 

while they 

were 

visiting New 

Orleans. 

They were 

especially 

excited 

about 

beignets! 

Continued on page 20. 
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Created to be Disruptive 

Most of the time disruption has a negative connotation, 

however, that is not always the case. When one thinks of 

disruptive they think of loud, messy, and often destructive. Jesus 

was calling on lowly fisherman, speaking with the Samaritan 

woman, and flipping tables at the temple. He calls us to use our 

voice to call for action, to be the hands of the Holy Spirit and to 

be a disturber. Sometimes disruption is necessary to break the 

flow of life and actions that need to be changed.ðCelia 

 

Created to be Disciples 

Discipleship is not easy and often challenging. God calls us 

to love our neighbors and our enemies, to love and to 

forgive, and to follow him into the storm. It is human nature 

to be prejudiced and to hold grudges and to hate others. The 

idea of ñloving thy neighborò and even ñloving thy enemyò 

can be difficult and seemingly impossible but to truly act as 

a disciple, one must act with humility, have love for everyone 

regardless of their identity, actively oppose acts of prejudice 

and discrimination, and overall live life in a similar way that 

Jesus led his.ðEthan 

2024 ELCA Youth Gathering continued from page 19. 

 

 

 

 

 

A little bit of rain could 

never stop our crew! They 

persisted and found joy and 

freedom wherever they 

found themselves 

throughout the week. 

One of our group members, Ethan, joined the speaker on stage to 

address disrupting unjust systems in our world today, including the 

unjust persecution of Palestinians. 

Throughout the week, youth gathered in  

the arena with thousands of other young  

disciples to listen for the call of God  

in their life! 
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Summer Fun! We had such a good time! 
 

 

Families celebrate an end-of-week program with their 

kids, including songs, stories, sketches, and a 

potluck. We had over 70 preschool and elementary 

school kids registered, keeping us on track with last 

yearôs participation.  

Elementary children enjoyed singing camp songs led 

by their counselors. VBS Day Camp was a success 

thanks to our many adult, middle and high school 

volunteers, Sky Ranch Camp staff, and Trinity 

Lutheran Church preschool teachers. 

Preschoolers danced with joy 

as we sang ñRadical God.ò 

Children were engaged and 

energized throughout the day, 

learning from biblical stories 

through music, story, and art. 

In June, L2F2 confirmation 

students initiated a supply drive 

for the Matthews House in 

support 

of the 

new youth shelter. Thanks to 

their invitation and our 

church familiesô generous 

giving, we were able to share 

$2,090 and 701 items. 

Members of Zion showed their support at Loveland 

Pride. This yearôs emphasis was mental health. We 

connected with new friends and neighbors and 

learned a lot, too! 

This summer, we 

were delighted to 

be able to support 

sixteen youth in 

attending camp. 

Many thanks to 

those who invest in 

camperships, 

sharing the 

promises of God 

with our youth. At 

Sky Ranch, they are able to make 

new friends, experience the glory 

of God in creation, and learn about 

Godôs Word. 

Kids enjoyed races, obstacle 

courses, and Bible challenges at 

Zionôs first-ever ñBible 

Bikeathon.ò 


