
Several years ago, I started a 

document on my computer to record 

1,001 things to be grateful for. 

While I haven’t reached that 

number yet, I have enjoyed 

returning to the list and adding to it 

from time to time, as well as 

recalling the other things that have 

been cause for gratitude in my life. 

Some people have said that 

gratitude can be the antidote to 

many of life’s ills. Whether or not 

that’s true, I think it can never hurt 

to take the time to be grateful! 

As we enter into a season of 

focusing on “God sightings,” I’ve 

been thinking a lot about where we 

do or don’t see God in our lives. 

There are times when our attention 

is pulled in so many directions that 

it may be difficult to focus on God 

in prayer. There are times in our 

lives when grief, disappointment, 

and other challenges may feel like 

clouds that cover up the light of 

God’s love. I find God’s presence 

both in the blessings—the things for 

which I am most grateful—and in 

the hardships—the times when I can 

see most clearly my need for grace. 

The scriptures remind us that one of 

the clearest places we can see God 

is in our love for one another. We 

are made in the image of God 

(Genesis 1:27) and whoever loves 

has been born of God and knows 

God (1 John 4:7). As we seek God 

in this season, let us seek God 

together, in love. I am grateful for 

the communities in our church 

that are doing just that:  our grief 

group, our home communion 

ministries, our youth ministries, 

and so much more. 

Throughout this coming season, 

we are issuing a challenge to the 

congregation:  take time to notice 

where you see God in your life. 

That might be here in church, but 

we also hope that you get to 

encounter God in other places and 

other communities too. We want 

to see God with you! So we are 

inviting the congregation to share 

pictures that remind you of where 

you have seen God. You can post 

these pictures to Facebook or 

Instagram, or send them to the 

office, and we would love to share 

them in worship. Throughout this 

newsletter, we will also be sharing 

stories and pictures of where we 

have seen God and where we are 

hoping to see God in the coming 

season. 

God S ight ings  
Pastor Veronica Gould 
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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  É1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Worsh ip  Themes  
God Sightings 

October 27 Solomon and the Temple 1 Kings 5:1-5, 1 Kings 8:27-30, 41-43 

   Confirmation, Stewardship, and Reformation Sunday 

 November 3 Godôs Care for the Widow 1 Kings 17:1-16 [17-24] 

   All Saintsô Sunday 

 November 10 Jonah and Godôs Mercy Jonah 1:1-17, 3:1-10, [Jonah 4:1-11] 

 November 17 God Calls Isaiah  Isaiah 6:1-8 

 November 24 Godôs New Covenant Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28, Jeremiah 31:31-34 

   Christ the King Sunday 

The Hope of the Messiah 

 December 1 Daniel 6:6-27 

 December 8 Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 

 December 15 Isaiah 61:1-11 

 December 22 Luke 1: 26-45 [46-56] 

 December 24 Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

   Christmas Eve 

    4:00 p.m.ðFamily/Contemporary 

    6:00 p.m.ðTraditional 

    10:30 p.m.ðEventide 

 December 29 Luke 2:21-38 

 January 5 Luke 2:41-52 

Longest Night Service is December 21 at Trinity Lutheranð7:00 p.m. 

The Advent and Christmas seasons are ones that can bring great joy for families and friends celebrating 

together, but for many they can be complicated by feelings of loss, loneliness, separation from loved 

ones, grief, illness, and the list goes on. All are invited to participate in this year’s Longest Night 

Service hosted at Trinity Lutheran Church in Loveland (3333 Duffield Avenue, Loveland, CO 80538) 

on Saturday, December 21, at 7:00 p.m. This service will allow space for all the complexities and 

emotions of a holiday season experienced in the midst of pain of many kinds. The service will be 

livestreamed for folks who are unable to attend in person with space held for all who need extra 

support in this season. You and any emotions and experiences you may be carrying are welcome to 

join us as we sit together in the Longest Night. 
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Music  Min is t ry  
Noelle Bauman-Stucky 

Greetings Zion Community, 

It is a pleasure to write about our choir and the musical happenings at the church. We are excited to 

begin the Advent season with our Bell Choir, Chancel Choir, Praise Band and Sunday School children. 

There are exciting musical happenings to take us through the end of the year. 

The Chancel Choir has been working on the cantata “Appalachian Winter” by Joseph M. Martin. We 

will include an instrument consort with musicians to accompany the choir. The music is a mixture of 

traditional appalachian and carols arranged with fun twists and a smattering of original compositions. 

Thankfully, we are able to share this cantata at both services on December 15. We look forward to 

sharing the music and the message with our congregation. 

On December 8, the Sunday School children will present some music they are working on. The music 

is on the topic of waiting as we are in our Advent season. We are thrilled to have opportunities for the 

younger generation to contribute to our worship experience, but I know these Advent/Christmas 

seasonal traditions are more meaningful to them than we will understand. Thank you to all the Sunday 

School teachers and children for your efforts here.  

The end of 2024 will be full with more musical happenings at the church. Zion will host the Kalos 

Arts Foundation for their annual “Messiah Sing-A-Long.” This event is a first for our area but had its 

origins in Pennsylvania in 1987. This sing-a-long is a one-evening event with no prior rehearsals. It is 

an opportunity for singers to gather and sing through Handel’s Messiah with a professional chamber 

orchestra and conductor. There will be signups sent out for people wanting to sing in this event. Zion 

owns copies of this oratorio, so it is very accessible. Save the date for December 27, 2024. The doors 

open at 6:15 p.m. and the organized singing starts at 7:00 p.m. Watch for more information as the date 

approaches.  

As forever and always, I hold so much appreciation for our Praise Band, Chancel Choir, Children’s 

Choir, and congregation for the lifting of our voices together in praise.  Thank you all. 
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As we ring in the holiday season, we hope you can join us in this beautiful 

setting for a wonderful afternoon of community and music. 

As this event will be on the Sunday 

following Thanksgiving, the concert will 

begin featuring music on the theme of 

autumn, and then turn toward the holidays 

with selections from Ryan’s three Winter 

albums. He will play original arrangements 

and some of his own compositions, as well 

as share stories from the piano. 

Doors at 2:30; Concert at 3:00. 

Plenty of seating available, all tickets available at the door.  

$20 suggested donation per person. 

Albums and Songbooks will be available for purchase. 

More on Ryan:  RyanMarvel.com 

Seasonal Concert with Pianist Ryan Marvel 

Sunday, December 1 

3:00 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Weôre back!!! Before COVID, Think Humanity (TH), a local charity which helps refugees in Uganda, 

often conducted fundraisers at Zion, selling Christmas ornaments, crafts, and stocking stuffers. On 

December 15, they will return with similar items but also new items. 

The main mission of Think Humanity is to educate high school girls and prepare them to go to the 

university. We have our own school and dormitory as we found that it is best to have the girls away 

from their village and living together to get the best education. These more than 60 female refugees are 

from Sudan, Rwanda, and Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

We also support a local medical clinic, provide bed nets to prevent malaria, have built over 110 wells, 

and provide breakfasts to elementary school children. 

Please stop by between and after services on December 15 to shop the unique handcrafted gifts and 
support a worthy charity. 

Think Humanity FundraiserðDecember 15 
Will Reents 

ótis the season! 

Pianist and composer Ryan 

Marvel will perform some of 

his own compositions in 

concert at Zion. 
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I n te rn  Update  
Intern Pastor Rosalie Brunner 

It’s been a busy first 

few months here at 

Zion, and it has been 

such a joy! I am 

filled with gratitude 

for each person who 

has made my 

transition to life in 

Loveland so 

wonderful. We hit 

the ground running! I 

was able to visit Sky 

Ranch for Clergy 

Camp, and Fairplay 

for a mission 

conference before 

heading back to Sky 

Ranch for Labor Day 

all in the first month! 

Then the pastoral 

staff ventured to 

Ghost Ranch in 

Abiquiu, New 

Mexico, for our 

theological 

conference with clergy from throughout the synod 

before returning so Pastor Joel and I could fly 

down to Scottsdale, Arizona, for an intern cluster 

retreat with other supervisors and interns from our 

region. Each of these experiences was such a gift 

to connect with leaders in the wider church, and I 

am incredibly grateful for all who brought me 

along for the ride. 

AND, my greatest joy has been everyday life and 

worship with those at Zion. You all welcomed my 

jumping in to preach on my first official Sunday, 

graced me with the honor of leading funeral 

services for your loved ones, invited me into your 

homes, allowed me to lead worship, sing and play 

guitar with the band, laughed with me as Kids in 

Christ engaged some of the quickest, young minds 

among us, and the list goes on! I have experienced 

the welcome of this community in many abundant 

ways and find myself continually witnessing the 

love of God in the hands and hearts of those at 

Zion. 

In the coming weeks and months, I am excited to 

continue living into the life of Zion’s community! 

Our Understanding Your Grief Group just began 

in October, and it is a full room of both 

vulnerability and great support amid one of life’s 

most difficult seasons. I’m honored to walk that 

path with so many. We have also just started up a 

new Invitation Task Force that is exploring the 

ways we welcome folks within Zion, in the wider 

community, and in online spaces. That team is 

excited to continue our work and are open to 

thoughts and ideas from the community. Thank 

you again to everyone for the warm welcome here 

at Zion. I am looking forward to our continued 

ministry together! 

Zion Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 26, 2025 

12:00 Noon 
Join us for a light lunch provided by the council, as we celebrate 

the ministry that we have shared in 2024 and look forward to 

where God is calling us in mission together in 2025. 

Intern Pastor Rosalie is  

excited to continue living into 

the life of Zionôs community 

after a very busy first few 

months. 

 

Sabbatical Part 2 Update 

from Pastor Joel 

Page 24 of this newsletter 
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Confirmation Celebrated 
Pastor Veronica Gould 

On Reformation Sunday, we celebrated the confirmation of 

Annaliese Bachman, Cassey Vrem, and Nick Weimer. In 

confirmation, they made a public affirmation of their faith, 

proclaiming their “yes” to the promises made at their 

baptism and taking on the responsibility of a life of faith in 

community. As we prayed for and blessed Annaliese, 

Cassey, and Nick, we reminded them that the promises of 

our baptismal covenant are really big promises, promises 

that we cannot keep alone. So as their faith family, please 

pray for them and support them as they continue their faith 

journey as confirmed members of Zion. 

The stoles are a Zion tradition that 

recognizes both the gifts and 

responsibilities of confirmation. 

Confirmands design their own stoles 

with symbols that reflect their faith 

journey and spiritual gifts. During the 

confirmation service, they received the 

stoles as a gift from family, friends, 

and mentors who have accompanied them in their faith journey. 

ANNALIESE BACHMAN 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 

plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 

future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come 

and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, 

you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart. 

ðJ  29:11-13 

Ministry Project:  Images of Faith interactive art project. 

CASSEY VREM 

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will 

act.—Psalm 37:5 

Ministry Project:  Zion cheer team to support local youth 
sports. 

NICK WEIMER 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 

prayer.ðR  12:12 

Ministry Project:  Leading Kids in Christ during worship. 

In confirmation, Nick, Cassey, and 

Annaliese affirmed their faith. 

Prayers and blessings were bestowed upon the confirmands by 

their extended faith family. 

The stoles are unique for each confirmand, 

reflecting their faith journey. 
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Bella Notte 
English translation = “beautiful night.” 

The Bella Notte youth fundraiser dinner will be 

hosted at Zion on Sunday November 10, from 

5:00-7:00 p.m. This Zion tradition is not only 

an opportunity to serve and enjoy a nice meal, 

it’s a chance to say thank you to our Zion 

family and highlight and celebrate our many 

youth ministries. 

If you have enjoyed this meal in the past, 

consider inviting a friend to join you. Or take 

the opportunity to connect with someone at 

church with whom you don’t always get to sit 

down and enjoy a meal. The dinner is free, with 

an opportunity to give any offering in support 

of our youth. Donations collected through this 

fundraiser will go toward supporting youth 

ministries that may not already be part of our 

budget, including the upcoming high school 

mission trip to Chicago. 

We hope to see you at the Bella Notte dinner! 

Fa i th  Format ion  
Pastor Veronica Gould 

Thanksgiving Dinner Church 
What are you feeling most grateful for in this 

season of life? We will be gathering for a shared 

Thanksgiving service at Zion with friends from 

Trinity and King of Glory Lutheran churches on 

November 24 at 5:30 p.m. This year, we will be 

celebrating Thanksgiving with a dinner church. 

We will gather around tables for a meal and 

worship together. All are welcome to this service 

of gratitude and thanksgiving—feel free to invite 

a friend. 

We will continue our annual tradition of a pie 

auction to benefit Habitat for Humanity and the 

important work they do in our community, 

providing housing to people in need. You are 

invited to bring pies for dessert and for the pie 

auction. And, as promised, the pastor from the 

church with the lowest offering will receive a pie 

in the face. 

Be on the lookout for signups in the e-on Zion 

and in worship. We will need RSVPs by 

November 17 to provide food for everyone.  

If you are interested in helping prepare the meal 

for Thanksgiving Dinner Church, please contact 

Pastor Veronica or Intern Pastor Rosalie. 

Upcoming Faith Formation Dates: 
November 10 Bella Notte—5:00-7:00 p.m. 

November 15-17 Confirmation Retreat with Urban Servant Corps 

November 23 High School Service Project at King of Glory—2:00 p.m. 

November 24 Thanksgiving Dinner Church—5:30 p.m. 

December 1 Advent Festival—9:30-10:30 a.m. 

December 6-7 High School Lock-in at Zion 

December 6-8 Advent Retreat at Sky Ranch 



Sky Ranch Advent Retreat 
“The Gifts of Advent” retreat promises 

heartwarming activities, soulful 

reflections, and cherished bonding 

amidst the breathtaking beauty of nature. 

Please note that the dates of the Sky 

Ranch Advent Retreat are now different 

than previously published. The retreat 

will be December 6-8 at Sky Ranch. 

Families and people of all ages are 

welcome. Registration is available 

online at skyranchcolorado.org. 
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Fa i th  Format ion  
Pastor Veronica Gould 

Chicago Mission Trip 2025 

This summer, L2F2 (Loveland Lutheran Faith Formation) will be traveling to Chicago, Illinois, for our 

summer mission trip! We’ll partner with local nonprofits for service opportunities, building community, 

eating great local food, and seeing what Chicago has to offer! 

The trip is open to all current 8th-12th graders. We will be traveling by car July 14-21 and staying in 

churches while we travel. 

Mission trips are an opportunity to devote time to discovering who God has called us to be—in 

community, for the sake of others, in the name of Jesus. Mission trips are time set apart from our regular 

schedules to be formed by sharing life together. Mission trips bring us outside of our comfort zones, 

often in new places, to see God at work in the world. 

Registration for the Chicago Mission Trip is open now through December 31, with a $100 deposit due 

with registration. We will have six meetings in 2025 that students make a commitment to attend. At 

these meetings, we will do intentional community building together and finalize details of our trip. 

Students will have input on planning aspects of the trip. 

We are estimating that this trip will cost around $800 per person, but we are asking families to contribute 
$400. We will plan to cover the rest through fundraising and youth ministry accounts. We never want the 
cost of an event to be why someone doesn’t participate, so please talk to Pastor Veronica if you need 
additional financial support. 

http://skyranchcolorado.org/
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Nourish Podcast Coming Soon 
Joel Brauner 

I want to start by thanking everyone who added their input to the Rest bulletin board this summer. 

Nourish asked the question “What do you do to rest?” as preparation for our August topic around the 

spiritual practice of rest. We posed this question to a few people who then shared their experiences 

with rest. Florence Doksansky, Alyssa Hart, Jacob Kuhns, and Jessica Kuhns talked to Sarah Gall 

about their rest practices. The responses varied from hanging out with my pets to relaxing outside to 

watching TV. We all rest in our own different ways. 

Subsequent Nourish conversations covered a wide range of topics. In September, Amy Moore and 

Pastor Veronica talked about the TV show “The Good Place” then discussed society’s and their own 

personal hopes for what heaven looks like. In October, Erin Bachman and Joel Brauner presented a 

few of this year’s ballot measures and then engaged in a quality conversation around politics. I want to 

share my heartfelt thanks to each of these people for their willingness to open themselves and share 

with all of us. 

If you’d like to catch up on our Nourish conversation starters, we will soon have recorded versions 

available on most major podcast platforms. Search for “NoCo Nourish” to hear conversations since the 

start of this year. 

And, if you like what you hear, come join us on the second Saturday of every month at 5:30 p.m. at 

Zion. Upcoming topics include ambiguous loss, meaningful songs, and dystopia and hope. If you have 

suggestions for additional topics for future conversations, stop by the bulletin board and answer any or 

all of the questions. We want to know what TV shows, movies, or books you recommend; what 

questions do you have about God; and what topics do you want to talk about but not initiate the 

conversations. 

If you are thinking about joining us for the first time and have questions, reach out to Joel Brauner. To 

encourage everyone to 

come even as we deal 

with our busy, hectic 

lives, Nourish provides 

a meal and there are 

different programs for 

youth and adults. So 

bring yourself, bring 

your family, and bring 

your friends. Everyone 

is welcome to engage 

in meaningful 

conversations that can 

change our world. 
The June Nourish conversation was led by Joel Brauner and Emilee Duncan 

remotely via a large-screen presentation. 



Page 10 

New Member Discovery 
Pastor Joel Pancoast 

“Membership” at church is always a bit of a 

strange concept. The church is not a club where 

you receive any added benefits for “joining” or 

“paying dues.” Rather, membership is equated 

with an expression of discipleship or 

commitment. When a person feels connected or 

drawn to the mission and ministry of a particular 

church, they might choose to join as a member to 

show their commitment to that mission. 

ñNew Member Discoveryò conversations will 

be held on Sunday, December 15, at 9:30 a.m. 

(between the services). Following those 

conversations, we will host a dinner in early 

The Landing is a shelter owned by Thompson School District and operated by The Matthews House, a 

teen shelter in Fort Collins. Many at Zion have anticipated this development since it was announced last 

year, and now we are excited to announce the Grand Opening on Wednesday, December 18, 4:00-6:00 

p.m. This is an opportunity open to the community, but many of us at Zion are especially proud to have 

been accepted as a primary partner to this shelter. If you plan to attend, contact the church office for the 

link to register online. On the other hand, if people do not register, they will not be turned away. 

In September, many from the Zion community participated in a presentation by Heather Raffelson, the 

shelter manager, and Shawn Keefer, a Life Skills Manager, and were excited about the ways we will be 

able to support the shelter and the youth who benefit from it [see photo on page 11]. Even though the 

shelter won’t officially open until January, you may have already seen information about a winter coat 

drive for youth this winter, as well as a giving tree opportunity. Once the shelter opens, the possibilities 

of direct communication and relationship are endless. Watch for details to come, but imagine how you 

might be called to support these youth. We might help with homework or provide activities (whether 

just for fun or teaching life skills). Or, imagine after a day at school how youth might feel welcomed 

and “at home” by the smell of freshly baked cookies or bread in their own kitchen. Perhaps you would 

like to clean after the youth leave for the day. There are so many ways to help, and we are especially 

blessed by the partnership opportunity that has opened for us. 

Please pray for the staff at The Landing as they work hard to prepare a place for youth, for the youth 

who are in need of a place to stay and a loving community, and for God’s direction for you and for the 

Zion community in supporting The Landing. 

January and hope to welcome new members in 

worship soon after that. If you are interested in 

participating in these conversations, please let the 

office or pastoral staff know. At the discovery 

conversation, we will share more about what it 

means to be a member and disciple at Zion; learn 

about how discovering your spiritual gifts may 

help you find joy in ways you participate in 

opportunities at Zion or in the community around 

you; and share more about Zion’s mission, vision, 

and character. Then we will schedule a dinner to 

welcome you, answer questions, and connect you 

with others who are already members at Zion. 

The  Landing  
Pastor Joel Pancoast 



Zion has sponsored a refugee family from 

Afghanistan for well over two years. Hassib was 

trained by the U.S. military to fly helicopter 

coverage for our U.S. ground troops. When Kabul 

fell to the Taliban in 2021, he was on a mission in 

Tajikistan, so his wife and two daughters had to 

flee a different direction, into a different country 

than him. When we sponsored Hassib and his 

family, we were able to help get him to the United 

States, but all this time he has been separated from 

his family, who have been in Germany as refugees. 

It is easy to lose the priority of our support for 

Hassib and his family, but so important to have 

empathy for their separation after nearly 3 1/2 

years, and our priority is for families to be together. 

Finally, we are delighted to share that Hassib’s wife 

and two daughters have passed the medical 

screening and vetting, and have received visas to 

travel on their German passports issued by the 

USCIS and the embassy. The core team of the tri-

church coalition (Zion, King of Glory, and Trinity) 

met with Hassib in October to celebrate the good 
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Celebrating good news for Hassib, our Afghan Refugee 

news and make plans for their arrival. A refugee 

fund, raised by the three churches over the years, 

will cover their flights and immediate arrival 

costs, which will be arranged in the near future! 

He now has an apartment in Fort Collins near 

Afghan neighbors, thanks to the permission to 

use the Help Our Own fund at Trinity Lutheran 

Church; Cheryl Smith of Trinity is meeting with 

their future school, Beattie Elementary. One 

daughter had oral surgery in Germany and is 

doing well. His other daughter is in need of 

orthodontic surgery, so let us know if you know 

of an oral surgeon who might be willing to take 

this on to help the family. 

Stay tuned to how our congregations can be 

involved with welcoming them and providing for 

their needs. 

King of Glory:  Nick Balogh and Janna Cannady 

Trinity:  Sandy Dorcey and Cheryl Smith 

Zion:  Rick Searles and Will Reents 

Heather Raffelson, The Landing Shelter Manager, and Shawn Keefer, Life Skills Manager, make a presentation 

on a September Sunday morning to the Zion community. 
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Blessings to PASTOR Katie Elkin Ziehr, who was 

ordained and installed September 20 in North 

Carolina, and congratulations to Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry 

in Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where Katie has 

been called to serve as Minister of Word and 

Sacrament. Katie served as an intern pastor at Zion 

last year, and while we are grateful for the way we 

were blessed by her presence, we are glad we get 

to share great leaders like Katie with the whole 

church through internship. One of the joys of being 

an “internship congregation” is that we are 

connected with the church in many places. Our 

hearts are with Pastor Katie and the people in Chapel 

Hill where she has been called to love and serve. 

Pastor Joel was able to attend the ordination on 

behalf of Zion. 

Orda ined—PASTOR Ka t ie  E lk in  Z iehr  

Pastor Katie, surrounded by her family as the 

bishop ordains her for Word and Sacrament 

ministry. 

Katie and Pastor Joel just before the 

ordination service. 
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Hear a story thatôs making a difference 
Kathy Pancoast and Kristen Pancoast Benton 

With gratitude for your prayers and support of One Sun Foundation, Kathy Pancoast and Kristen 

Pancoast Benton invite you to hear a story that is making a difference Sunday, February 2, 9:30 a.m.  

One Sun Foundation was established after Kathy’s last grandchild was adopted from Uganda. With 

close to 60 percent of the population of Uganda below 18 years of age, One Sun Foundation fosters 

self-sustainability in underserved communities through community resource centers, literacy 

enhancement, educational sponsorship, library establishment, community engagement, and personal 

empowerment. 

The Munno Program 

Munno translates to “my buddy,” or depending on your dialect can also mean 

“mate.” Whichever translation, your neighbor is Munno!!  

Only one in four children who start primary school makes it to secondary school. 

Less than half (40 percent) of students are literate at the end of primary school. The 

Munno Program began in 2017 as a small group of young adult volunteers who were 

seeking to make a difference in their community.  

Munno is a literacy program, and though we have begun by working with the children in these 

communities, we are also equipping our community heads of families and breadwinners to grow in 

their ability to provide for their children with at least the basic needs.  

With the help of supporters around the world, we were able to raise over $8,000 to build and supply 

our first Munno community 

library, opening our doors on 

April 18, 2020. The library 

has become a place for the 

people of the community to 

meet and learn together. Not 

only do we offer reading 

programs 

for school 

children, 

but we also 

offer 

programs 

and 

seminars for parents and 

others in the community. 

Whether one-on-one or in a group, the children of the Munno Program are 

attentive to Kathyôs instruction. 



At Rest in Our Fatherôs House 

Kate Barnes 

Verl Carlson 

Ana, sister-in-law of Marthann Dahlen 

Jack, brother-in-law of Brenda Fosse 

Jean Marie Harrington, grandmother of Pastor 

Veronica 

Jim and Susan Bachman, great uncle and aunt of 

Annaliese Bachman 

Kathy Searles, sister of Rick Searles 

Lois, aunt of Pam Stevens 

Lynette, sister-in-law of Florence Doksansky  

Shirley, sister of Rhonda McCaughey. 

Joyous Celebrations of New Birth 

Alison to Kadie and Tyler Green, granddaughter to 

Cindy Vosberg 

Elliana to Kacey and Ben Childree, granddaughter 

to Ronda Buck. 
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Among Members and Friends  

We Keep in Prayer 

 

Zion offers up prayers  

for those in need—for members,  

for friends, for community,  

for our country,  

and  

for the world. 

The Zion prayer shawl ministry reached Uganda 

Dear Jajja Mema, We are so grateful for your kindness. Prossy keeps her prayer shawl with 

her, and we are so excited to wrap our baby in it soon. 

and places closer to home 

Thank you for the prayer shawl at the death of my husband. That was so kind of you to 

remember me with such a beautiful work. 

Thank you so much for the prayer shawls for my granddaughter and me. They mean a lot and are so 

comforting to all the family. My granddaughter is doing ok. She has had heart problems all her life and 

has a long road ahead, but as a young adult she is determined. 



We want to express our deepest gratitude for the 

beautiful prayer shawls that were provided for our 

family at the passing of my sister, Shirley. The 

shawls were a source of love and support 

surrounding us during this difficult time. Thank 

you from all of us. 

 John and Rhonda McCaughey 

 The Kujath Family 

 The Ruffridge Family 

A big thank you to all my Zion friends who offered 

prayers and sent cards to me during my recovery. 

I am most grateful and thankful for each one of 

you. Thank you for your kindness. 

 Joanne Sterkel 

Chapel Remodel and Dedication Team, 

Thank you so much for all of the work and 

planning done with the chapel. Ginger would have 

loved that space, and it was beautifully done. 

Please extend our thanks to the congregation for 

honoring her and the love and support for so many 

years. 

 Sincerely, 

 The Kleins, Millers, Olingers, McHughs 

Among Members and Friends  
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Thank You Letters to Zion 

¶ August 12, 2024—From Alternatives to 

Violence for a gift of $110.  

¶ October 14, 2024—From House of 

Neighborly Service for a donation of $100. 

Hello! 

I wanted to send a quick 

thank you for your service 

to the community! At N2N, 

we see a lot of folks experiencing homelessness 

and while we wish there were more affordable 

housing options, itôs very nice to share your 

resource for safe parking. I know it provides 

much-needed peace of mind for folks to actually 

rest and recoup a bit for the day ahead. Thank 

you for your service. It is appreciated! 

 Kelly Evans 

 Executive Director 

 Neighbor to Neighbor 

Dear Pastor Joel, 

A huge thank you for the checks to fund purchases 

of food. Our numbers continue to climb . . . 653 

last week. We appreciate everyone coming to the 

building and seeing the community spirit in 

getting the facility built. 

 KidsPak 

Dear Eye on Zion Readers, 

This is the fiftieth issue of the newsletter in its 

current format, 12 1/2 years since I was invited 

and blessed to be its editor. Thank you to all who 

have submitted content with substance making 

this publication relevant and meaningful. Special 

gratitude to Pastor Joel, the inspiration and 

energy that keep me motivated. 

 Sincerely, 

 Linda Sterner 

Have you walked the labyrinth in 

our chapel? Hereôs an idea how 
As you walk the labyrinth, wrap yourself in one of 

our prayer shawls. As you walk, quiet your mind, 

achieve peace, create joy, and know that our 

family of faith lifts you up in prayer. We need not 

know your name or need, but you may ask to be 

put on our prayer chain with the confidence that 

God knows and hears all prayers even if they are 

but a sigh. You are welcome to take home the 

prayer shawl to continue to wrap yourself in 

prayer and Godôs gracious care. 
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Godôs Work. Our Hands. Gratitude! 
Intern Pastor Rosalie Brunner 

This year’s God’s Work. Our Hands. was a 

success! Alongside folks from Trinity and King 

of Glory, we were able to serve at six different 

spaces in our community on Sunday, September 

8. Here is some of what we were able to 

accomplish through the work and ministry of 

God in this community! 

A wonderful crew of folks gathered at Zion, 

learned about the amazing work of House of 

Neighborly Service (HNS) and packed 400 

snack bags that will be available to any 

individual who arrives to HNS hungry and in 

need of care. All ages engaged in this 

opportunity and had a blast packing together! 

Another group arrived at Trinity, ready to learn 

about advocacy work from Peter Severson, the 

Director for Lutheran Advocacy Ministry in 

Colorado. They spent time in conversation and 

learning about the importance of election 

engagement and civic participation ready to 

share their knowledge and advocate in their 

communities! 

We had a group of volunteers who joined Pastor 

Paul Judson at Lutheran Campus Ministry at 

CSU to help fill needs for their property and 

program. That crew worked hard to support LuMin 

and all the amazing opportunities they provide for 

students! 

There was also a group of folks who stood outside 

two different grocery stores to collect food items 

that would go to KidsPak. They shared the need to 

provide adequate nutrition to the children in our 

communities and saw the very folks in our 

community show up purchasing those nutritious 

food items—947 pounds worth! 

Yet another group of volunteers headed to Garfield 

Elementary School to paint some bear paw prints in 

different areas of the campus! Those paw prints 

will help provide a sense of both direction and 

community for the children, staff, and faculty at 

Garfield! 

Our final group joined together at the Community 

Kitchen warehouse packing bags of food that will 

be distributed to hungry neighbors in need through 

the Community Kitchen. They packed over 700 

bags that were distributed over the next week! 

A huge thank you to everyone who organized, led, 
and participated in this year’s God’s Work. Our 

Hands! 

Thank you all for helping with Godôs Work. Our 

Hands. at Garfield Elementary. You all did 

amazing work together that I know will make a 

difference for the kids and staff at the school. It 

is great to know that as much as you did, you 

were one small part of a huge difference made 

through six different projects all over our 

community!  

For fun, I attached some photos I took of you 

all! 

 Pastor Joel 

Dear Zion Lutheran, 

Thank you for your care and support for this 

community and for organizing the Godôs Work. 

Our Hands. initiative. House of Neighborly Service 

is so thankful for the 400 snack bags for clients. 

That food calms situations and gives such 

happiness to our guests. You should hear some of 

the kidsô responses—delight! And your message of 

hope and faith included in the bags is such an 

encouragement. 

 Thank you! 

 Sincerely, The HNS staff 
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Godôs Work. Our Hands. In Action! 

Volunteers at CSU 

Lutheran Campus 

Ministry. 

Catherine preparing the 

ground for fresh paint at 

Garfield Elementary. 

Painting new ñbear pawsò around 

Garfield Elementary to provide 

direction for students. 

Chas and Graham 

preparing HNS 

food bags. 

Participants listening to Peter 

Severson of Lutheran Office of 

Governmental Ministries about 

advocacy. 

Painting the 

music room 

at Garfield 

Elementary. 

Annie Hummel of House of 

Neighborly Service talking 

about the work they do to 

provide for those living on the 

edge. 

Hosting a food drive for 

KidsPak at King Soopers. 

Preparing 

food bags for 

House of 

Neighborly 

Service. 

Taking a truckload of donated food 

from King Soopers to the new 

KidsPak warehouse. 

The crew at the Loveland Community Kitchen 

warehouse. 

Lora and Kathy 

preparing food bags 

for Community 

Kitchen. 

An outpouring of  

love and energy! 
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We’ve returned from the mountains! The weekend of October 18-20 was a joyous and faithful 

gathering of 20+ women in the beautiful landscape of Estes Park at the YMCA of the Rockies. Our 

days were filled with engaging spiritual practices that had us focusing on love of self, love of others, 

and love of God. Time was spent in prayer and meditation as well as in deep conversation and raucous 

laughter! There was space for participants to relax with friends and family, play games, and grow 

closer as a community. One of our most meaningful moments was spent simply watching the sun set 

and colors change over the mountains on our last evening together. It was both a quiet time for 

individual contemplation and prayer while also being in a space surrounded by one another in deep 

connection. Thank you to all those who attended and supported this year’s Women’s Retreat! 

Womenôs  Re t reat  
Intern Pastor Rosalie Brunner 

Attendants at the 2024 Women's Retreat in Estes Park enjoyed time in the beauty of God's creation,  

blessed to spend time alone together with God. 

Why did the elk cross 

the road? (Or maybe 

the better question 

would be why did we 

cross the elkôs land 

with a road?)  

This was a nice 

reminder that the earth 

belongs to all of us 

together—plants, 

animals, people, all of 

Godôs creatures! 
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Pastels on 5th 
Every year, Alternatives to Violence (ATV) hosts Pastels on 5th, a fundraiser 

festival that celebrates the amazing arts community of Loveland while raising 

awareness of ATV and its mission to work toward a safe community free from 

domestic violence, sexual assault, and human trafficking. Each year, ATV 

provides emergency shelter, safety planning, advocacy, information and referrals 

to local resources, crisis intervention, and in some cases longer-term housing to 

over 1,600 people. 

Zion has sponsored Jessica Kuhns as our own artist since 2014, but this year 

since she was away for seminary class work, Ash Arzuolaitis, Catherine Glaser, 

and Elva Esparza stepped up to provide beautiful artistry designed by Ash. Thank 

you to these three for providing their time and talent for the incredible work of 

ATV, and thanks to all who supported them for Pastels on 5th. 

Elementary Fun Days 
The elementary Sunday school has one Sunday every month when they have a fun day—roller skating 

one month and pumpkin carving the next. 

Zionôs 2024 artists 

were Ash Arzuolaitis 

and Catherine 

Glaser. 
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Confirmation students from Zion, Trinity, and King 

of Glory gathered around the breakfast table as we 

reflected on our time together at Coyote Howl. We 

are so grateful for how God is at work in these 

children’s lives, and it is a privilege to share the 

good news of God’s love with them. 

Middle schoolers from all across Northern 

Colorado gathered for a time of worship in the 

new pavilion at Sky Ranch during Coyote 

Howl. Pastor Jay led us in reflections on what it 

means to be made in the image of God, to be 

called by God to be a blessing, and to move 

beyond the caste systems of our world and 

discover the kingdom of God among us. We saw God in each other, as we shared honestly and 

vulnerably about the 

challenges in our 

lives, and as we 

encouraged and 

prayed for each other. 

One of the highlights 

of our time together 

was our hike to 

Beaver Falls, where 

we could get in touch 

with nature. We saw 

God in the beauty of 

creation and the light 

shining through the 

trees. 

Coyote HowlðMiddle Schoolers at Sky Ranch 

At the breakfast table. 

In the new pavilion. 

On the rocks. 
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Zion Evening Book GroupðSelected Books for 2024/25 
Jaci Engel 

NovemberðSymphony of Secrets:  A Novel by 

Brendan Slocumb, 2024, 448 pages, Fiction. 

Bern Hendricks has just received the call of a 

lifetime. As one of the world’s preeminent experts 

on the famed twentieth-century composer 

Frederick Delaney, Bern knows everything there is 

to know about the man behind the music. When 

Mallory Roberts, a board member of the 

distinguished Delaney Foundation and direct 

descendant of the man himself, asks for Bern’s 

help authenticating a newly discovered piece, 

which may be his famous lost opera, RED, he 

jumps at the chance. With the help of his tech-

savvy acquaintance Eboni, Bern soon discovers 

that the truth is far more complicated than history 

would have them believe. 

In 1920s Manhattan, Josephine Reed is living on 

the streets and frequenting jazz clubs when she 

meets the struggling musician Fred Delaney. But 

where young Delaney struggles, Josephine soars. 

She’s a natural prodigy who hears beautiful music 

in the sounds of the world around her. With 

Josephine as his silent partner, Delaney’s career 

takes off—but who is the real genius here? 

We meet on Thursday, November 21, at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Cindy Brusko, 3735 Prickly Pear 

Drive, Loveland, 80537. 

JanuaryðThe Last Green Valley by Mark 

Sullivan, 2021, 457 pages, Fiction. 

In late March 1944, as Stalin’s forces push into 

Ukraine, young Emil and Adeline Martel must 

make a terrible decision: Do they wait for the 

Soviet bear’s intrusion and risk being sent to 

Siberia? Or do they reluctantly follow the 

wolves―murderous Nazi officers who have 

pledged to protect “pure-blood” Germans? 

The Martels are one of many families of German 

heritage whose ancestors have farmed in Ukraine 

for more than a century. But after already living 

under Stalin’s horrifying regime, Emil and 

Adeline decide they must run in retreat from 

their land with the wolves they despise to escape 

the Soviets and go in search of freedom. 

Caught between two warring forces and 

overcoming horrific trials to pursue their hope of 

immigrating to the West, the Martels’ story is a 

brutal, complex, and ultimately triumphant tale 

that illuminates the extraordinary power of love, 

faith, and one family’s incredible will to survive 

and see their dreams realized. 

We meet on Thursday, January 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Brenda Fosse, 3180 Challenger 

Point, Loveland, 80538. 

February—The Other Einstein:  A Novel by 

Marie Benedict, 2017, 336 pages, Fiction, all 

formats. 

In the tradition of Beatriz Williams and Paula 

McClain, Marie Benedict’s The Other Einstein 

offers us a window into a brilliant, fascinating 

woman whose light was lost in Einstein’s 

enormous shadow. This novel resurrects 

Einstein’s wife, a brilliant physicist in her own 

right, whose contribution to the special theory of 

relativity is hotly debated. Was she simply 

Einstein’s sounding board, an assistant 

performing complex mathematical equations? Or 

did she contribute something more? 

Continued on page 22. 
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Evening Book GroupðSelected Books for 2024/2025 continued from page 21. 

Allan Poe and reports on Frederick Douglass, 

Margaret defies conventions time and again as 

an activist for women and an advocate for 

humanity, earning admirers and critics alike. 

We meet on Thursday, March 20. Location to 

be announced. 

April—Soil: The Story of a Black Motherôs 

Garden by Camille Dungy, 2023, 336 pages, 

Nonfiction. 

In Soil: The Story of a Black Mother’s Garden, 

poet and scholar Camille T. Dungy recounts the 

7-year odyssey to diversify her garden in the 

predominately white community of Fort 

Collins, Colorado. When she moved there in 

2013, with her husband and daughter, the 

community held strict restrictions about what 

residents could and could not plant in their 

gardens. 

In resistance to the homogenous policies that 

limited the possibility and wonder that grows 

from the earth, Dungy employs the various 

plants, herbs, vegetables, and flowers she grows 

in her garden as metaphor and treatise for how 

homogeneity threatens the future of our planet, 

and why cultivating diverse and intersectional 

language in our national discourse about the 

environment is the best means of protecting it. 

Note: The third Thursday falls during Holy 

Week, so we decided to meet the fourth 

Thursday. 

We meet on Thursday, April 24. Location to be 

announced. 

May—Go as a River:  A Novel by Shelley 

Read, 2023, 320 pages, Fiction, all formats but 

no paperback. 

Mitza Maric has always been a little different 

from other girls. Most twenty-year-olds are wives 

by now, not studying physics at an elite Zurich 

university with only male students trying to outdo 

her clever calculations. But Mitza is smart 

enough to know that, for her, math is an easier 

path than marriage. Then fellow student Albert 

Einstein takes an interest in her, and the world 

turns sideways. Theirs becomes a partnership of 

the mind and of the heart, but there might not be 

room for more than one genius in a marriage. 

We meet on Thursday, February 20, at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Florence Doksansky, 3695 

Leopard Street, Loveland, 80537. 

March—Finding Margaret Fuller:  A Novel by 

Allison Pataki, 2024, 416 pages, Fiction, all 

formats but no paperback. 

Young, brazen, beautiful, and unapologetically 

brilliant, Margaret Fuller accepts an invitation 

from Ralph Waldo Emerson, the celebrated Sage 

of Concord, to meet his coterie of enlightened 

friends. There she becomes “the radiant genius 

and fiery heart” of the Transcendentalists, a role 

model to a young Louisa May Alcott, an 

inspiration for Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Hester 

Prynne and the scandalous Scarlet Letter, a friend 

to Henry David Thoreau as he ventures out to 

Walden Pond . . . and a muse to Emerson. But 

Margaret craves more than poetry and 

interpersonal drama, and her restless soul needs 

new challenges and adventures. 

And so, she charts a singular course against a 

backdrop of dizzying historical drama:  from 

Boston, where she hosts a salon for students like 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton; to the editorial meetings 

of The Dial magazine, where she hones her pen 

as its co-founder; to Harvard’s library, where she 

is the first woman permitted entry; to the gritty 

New York streets where she spars with Edgar 

Continued on page 23. 
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Evening Book GroupðSelected Books for 2024/2025 continued from page 22. 

Seventeen-year-old Victoria Nash runs the household on her family’s peach farm in the small ranch 

town of Iola, Colorado—the sole surviving female in a family of troubled men. Wilson Moon is a 

young drifter with a mysterious past, displaced from his tribal land and determined to live as he 

chooses. 

Victoria encounters Wil by chance on a street corner, a meeting that profoundly alters both of their 

young lives, unknowingly igniting as much passion as danger. When tragedy strikes, Victoria leaves 

the only life she has ever known. She flees into the surrounding mountains where she struggles to 

survive in the wilderness with no clear notion of what her future will bring. As the seasons change, she 

also charts the changes in herself, finding in the beautiful but harsh landscape the meaning and strength 

to move forward and rebuild all that she has lost, even as the Gunnison River threatens to submerge her 

homeland—its ranches, farms, and the beloved peach orchard that has been in her family for 

generations. 

Date, time, and location to be announced. 

Columbarium Update 
Lindsey Walter 

Zion will be building a second columbarium in December!  

The columbarium committee met a few months back and decided we are ready to build our second 
columbarium case. The first case in our garden is more than half full with reservations.  

The garden currently has three slabs poured. A percentage of the money that is paid for a niche in the 
columbarium is put in our account to save for the next one. With increased cost, we recently had to 
increase the cost of the niche and urn reservations.  

The committee plans to meet annually to compare cost increases. If you reserve your spot now, the cost 
is locked in and will not increase each year.  

If you are interested in reserving a niche in Zion’s columbarium or want to learn more about it, please 
email the church office or visit our website under the “CARE” tab. 

The concrete pad is the 

location for the second 

columbarium. 

The first case in our garden 

is more than half full with 

reservations. 
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Sabbat ica l  Par t  2  Update  
Pastor Joel Pancoast 

This year, I have been fortunate to be able to take 

my second sabbatical since being called to serve as 

a pastor at Zion 16 years ago. The way I 

understand sabbatical is that it is an opportunity to 

rest and reset, both personally and professionally, 

and it has certainly been that in so many ways. A 

full sabbatical is often 3 months, and while this 

year I will have taken 3 months, I chose to divide 

those 3 months into two different times. 

In the last issue of the Eye on Zion, I shared 

reflections from the first part of my sabbatical, 

which included a pilgrimage on the Camino de 

Santiago in Spain that was an opportunity for 

personal and spiritual renewal. After 16 years of 

pastoral ministry at Zion, especially the pastoral 

transitions at Zion, more general cultural shifts 

affecting church participation and leadership in 

recent years, and personal life changes such as my 

spouse’s career change, one child’s decision to go 

to college 1,200 miles away, and the death of my 

dad in February, I had slowly become aware of a 

weariness I carried. 

The second part of sabbatical began in early 

October, and this portion of the sabbatical is 

designed to be a time for me to spend learning and 

growing as a pastor for Zion, to pray about and 

consider some new ways God might be leading us 

into future ministry. In the past year, the church 

council has been focusing on two areas of 

unfinished work from Zion’s strategic plan that 

was put together 3 years ago. These two 

categories include looking at ways to encourage 

growth in participation at the second worship 

service and considering ways of focusing on and 

improving Zion’s gift of invitation to the broader 

community. As Zion’s leaders considered these 

two categories, it occurred to me that we have 

already experimented with one opportunity that 

covered both. Over the last few years, the Zion 

staff have hosted several brunch or dinner church 

opportunities on days that invited a different way 

of worship, such as Christmas Day, New Year’s 

Eve, and Thanksgiving. 

Zion is good at meal fellowship, 

but meal worship is different. 

Dinner or brunch church is more 

than joining together for 

worship with a meal before or 

after. The idea of dinner church 

is rooted in the original 

Christian communities. For the 

first 300-400 years of Christian 

history, churches did not gather in large 

buildings, with people sitting in rows, listening 

Continued on page 25. 

Zion is 

good at  

meal 

fellowship, 

but  

meal 

worship  

is different.  
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Between the years 300-700, the dinner church 

began to lose favor, for the express reason that 

some Christians in positions of power believed 

the bread and cup of the Eucharist should not 

come into contact with sinners who had not yet 

been baptized! Also, they complained that these 

meals were too joyful! During this time in 

history, when Constantine legalized Christianity 

and made it an official religion of the Empire in 

the year 313, the church went mainstream and 

moved its meal worship out of homes and into 

grand buildings, and seemed to drift from the 

very notion of radical hospitality that Jesus 

emphasized in his own life and ministry. Finally, 

in the year 692, at the Council of Trullo, dinner 

church was officially banned, never to return as 

the primary way that Christians gathered for 

worship. 

Enough for history, though there is much more I 

could share another time if anyone is interested. 

The question is, are we wrong to worship the 

way we do, in a sanctuary, with rows of people 

listening to preaching and scriptures, singing 

liturgy and hymns? Absolutely not! What the 

modern brunch/dinner church movement is 

proposing is not a better or right expression, but 

a fresh expression that provides an opportunity to 

reach the growing number of people who for 

many different reasons may have little interest in 

quietly to a sermon. The earliest Christians would 

gather in someone’s home for an entire meal with 

worship, usually late in the day after everyone 

finished their work, so that everyone could gather, 

whether rich or poor. The first few chapters of the 

Acts of the Apostles describe these early 

gatherings around a meal and worship, with 

specific instruction to how those who had an 

excess would give generously to support fellow 

believers who had need. Also, deacons (the Greek 

word for “servants”) were appointed to help 

facilitate the meal and to ensure that food was 

distributed to those who were unable to be there 

in person (see Acts 6:1-7, Romans 16:1, 

Philippians 1:1, 1 Timothy 3:8-13). 

The idea of gathering for a meal with worship was 

in direct response to Jesus’ own actions and 

teaching. Many scholars today suggest that to 

watch Jesus on an average day and to read about 

him in the gospels would reveal him doing two 

things repeatedly:  healing and eating. These two 

activities gather people around some of the most 

important needs of humanity, including bodily 

nourishment, the need for community and 

belonging, and a connection to God. So the 

earliest followers of Jesus gathered as he had 

taught, around a meal provided for all, while 

reading the scriptures, talking and teaching about 

God, praying to and singing to God. 

Sabbatical Update Part 2 continued from page 24. 

Continued on page 26. 
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church today, and yet do recognize the value of 

community, especially over a meal. This model 

is not asking us to abandon practices of worship 

that have been important for developing disciples 

of Jesus for 1700 years, but it is asking us to also 

consider a possibility for us to gather with others 

who may not be part of our community in the 

very presence of Jesus in a way that is also in our 

very DNA as a church, with a meal of 

abundance! 

So I am spending time in October and November 

learning from Christian communities around the 

country that have been gathering for brunch or 

dinner church, learning why and how they do it, 

and what their best practices are. At the time of 

this writing, I have only visited two meal 

churches, and as much as I would love to share 

details of my experiences with them, I am going 

to wait to be able to share those details once I 

have experienced each church I am visiting. So 

for now, I will simply share with you a little 

about the churches I am visiting:  

St. Lydiaôs Church in Brooklyn, New York, is 

often considered one of the first in the dinner 

church movement. St. Lydia’s is a congregation 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA) of which Zion belongs. Founded in 

2008, they met in a home for several years, then 

rented space, and finally purchased their own 

storefront in the busy streets of Brooklyn, where 

Sabbatical Update Part 2 continued from page 25. 

they have built a strong relationship with their 

neighborhood and developed a voice for justice 

there. They offer a “waffle church” on Sunday 

mornings and a dinner church on Sunday 

evenings, and the meals are cooked by 

volunteers and staff from the church. 

North City Church in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, meets in a community center in a 

public park, saying, “if we want to love our 

neighbors, we ought to know them, if we want 

to know them, we ought to eat with them.” This 

is a beautiful example of church and neighbors 

becoming friends and participating with each 

other in the family of God.  

The Table OC (Orange County) in Fullerton, 

California, meets on the first Sunday of the 

month in the parish hall of another Lutheran 

(ELCA) church. It is a smaller community of 

about 10-15 people, and meals are provided by 

church members on a voluntary basis. After the 

meal, they prepare to-go meals to share with 

unhoused neighbors and those experiencing 

food insecurity who did not join them for 

worship. 

Community Dinners of Seattle are the 

outgrowth of a Seattle, Washington, church that 

was dying and decided to literally step outside 

of the church box to engage the community 

with a meal and worship every night of the 

Continued on page 27. 
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¶ When I started this exploration, I thought it 

would be a great experience for US AT 

ZION, but the more I have learned, the more 

I see that if the Zion community is up for the 

challenge, it might be one of the best ways to 

reach into our community and the 

neighborhood around us. But you will need 

to be part of it, which leads me to the final 

point. 

¶ I cannot and should not do this alone. I have 

ideas of how I would like this to take shape, 

but this should be owned by more than just 

me. I want to hear feedback on what others 

think would be the best structure for this 

worship. Should we cook the meal together, 

should we cater it, or should we have a 

potluck? How often should we do this? How 

will we measure success? What will we do if 

it gets too big? So if you’re interested in 

being part of an ancient-future church 

movement, please let me know. 

Thanks for the opportunity for me to take this 

time for sabbatical, for my own spiritual and 

personal renewal, and I pray for the renewal of 

Zion’s worship and outreach in our community 

and neighborhood. 

week in a different location around the city. 

Table of Hope in Puyallup, Washington, loves 

to throw dinner parties that their neighbors 

would want to attend, because they feel this is 

often how Jesus engaged people. 

Bethel Church in Centralia and Toledo, 

Washington. The main, traditional worshiping 

campus is in a third town—Chehalis—where 

they prepare the meals and load them for 

delivery to the dinner church sites that meet 

simultaneously on Tuesday nights. 

Zion Lutheran Church in Akron, Pennsylvania, 

started dinner church twice a month about 9 

years ago, and the pastor said it “was the most 

inspiring community of faith I have ever had the 

privilege to start and lead. It was a vibrant 

community gathered around the table in various 

locations, from our church fellowship hall to 

local restaurants and local parks.ò They started 

a breakfast church 2 years ago, once a month in 

lieu of a traditional Sunday morning liturgy. 

As you can see, I am having many different 

experiences of brunch and dinner churches! 

Already, a few things I have learned:  

¶ This is a sacred, holy experience of worship, 

no less than the way we worship in the 

sanctuary with liturgy. 

Sabbatical Update Part 2 continued from page 26. 
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Celebrate Your Faithð

Renew Your Spiritð 

Love One Another 

Important Dates Related to Newsletter Content 

November 10 Bella Notte 

November 15-17 Confirmation Retreat 

November 17 RSVP Deadline for Thanksgiving Dinner Church 

November 21 Evening Book Group 

November 23 High School Service Project 

November 24 Thanksgiving Dinner Church 

December 1 Advent Festival 

December 1 Ryan Marvel Concert 

December 6-7 High School Lock-in 

December 6-8 Advent Retreat at Sky Ranch 

December 8 Sunday School Children Present Music 

December 15 Cantata 

December 15 Think Humanity Fundraiser 

December 15 New Member Discovery Conversation 

December 18 The Landing Grand Opening 

December 21 Longest Night Service 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

December 27 Messiah Sing-A-Long 

December 31 Deadline to Register for Chicago Mission Trip 

January 16 Evening Book Club 

January 26, 2025 Zion Annual Meeting 

February 2 One Sun Foundation Presentation 
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Join Us in Worship 

8:15 a.m. Traditional Worship  

In Person or Zoom 

10:45 a.m. Contemporary Worship 

In Person or Zoom 

Change of Service Requested 

Our Mission: 
Together we share Godôs 

abundance to transform lives 

through the love of Jesus. 

Our Vision: 
Living in Godôs boundless 

love, in Christ we envision a 

future where church and 

community are one. 

Phone:  970-667-1836 
Fax:  970-667-1468 
Email:   info@zionloveland.com 
Web: www.zionloveland.com 
Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church-Loveland 
Instagram: zionlutheranloveland 
YouTube Zion Lutheran Church Loveland 


