
ñHope is the thing with feathers

ïThat perches in the soulïAnd 

sings the tune without the words

ïAnd never stopsïat allïò 

ïfrom ñóHopeô is the thing with 

feathersò by Emily Dickinson 

When the poet Emily Dickinson 

imagined hope as a bird with an 

endless song, she pictured it 

finding its place in the soul, the 

most center place of our being. 

Somewhere within each person, 

we can imagine the voice of a 

bird calling out, soul to soul, 

sounding the hope that cannot be 

spoken. The hope that does not 

yet have words. Likewise, St. 

Paul imagined in his letter to the 

Romans that the Holy Spirit 

(who descended upon Jesus as a 

bird!) is within us praying with 

ñsighs too deep for 

wordsò (R  8:26). 

Here at Zion, we sometimes 

speak of discipleship and 

community life as ñsharing hope 

and belonging.ò What a beautiful 

and simple way of naming what 

we are seeking after here. In this 

season of transition, it is 

especially important to 

remember what grounds us in 

Christian community. We all 

belong to the Most High God, 

our Creator. We share this 

belonging when we care for 

each other, pray for each other, 

and encourage one another in 

faith. We share this belonging 

when we visit the sick, when we 

show hospitality to visitors in 

worship, and when we serve and 

befriend the poor who Jesus 

loves. 

Our worship theme for the 

coming season is ñHope Breaks 

In.ò I initially envisioned this 

ñbreaking inò as coming in from 

outside of us, inward to 

ourselves or our communities. 

And this is true. The hope we 

have in God is a gift that is 

beyond anything we have by our 

own power or authority. 

But how much more does this 

hope of God within us break out 

into our communities and into 

our world. The hope of God 

within us is calling out as a bird, 

soul to soul. Who might the 

Holy Spirit be calling you to 

Hope Breaks In 
Pastor Veronica Kristian 
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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  É1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Hope Breaks In continued from page 1. 

share hope with in this season? 

As hope breaks into our lives, let it not remain only with us, but let it be shared with all who are 

walking in darkness. In this season, as days shorten and bitter cold creeps in, let us be attuned to the 

hope that is within and around us, so that we may share hope and belonging in our Zion community 

and beyond. 

God is with you! 

Hope Breaks In 

November 2 For All the Saints  Daniel 7:1-18 

November 9 For Faithful Living  Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24 

November 16 For People in Darkness Isaiah 9:1-7 

November 23 Right Where You Are Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 

Presence and Life 

November 30 Advent 1:  In Suffering  Daniel 3:1, [2-7] 8-30 

December 7 Advent 2:  In Death  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

December 14 Advent 3:  In Uncertainty  Isaiah 55:1-13 

December 21 Advent 4:  In the Beginning  John 1:1-18 

December 24 Christmas Eve:  In A Manger Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

December 28 Lessons and Carols:  In Water John 1:19-34 

January 4 Christmas 2:  In Discipleship John 1:35-51 

December 24 

4:30 p.m. Youth and Family Christmas Eve Service 

6:00 p.m. Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

10:30 p.m. Eventide Christmas Eve Service 

Worship Themes 
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Greetings Zion Community, 

Especially now, the time seems to pass so 

quickly. Also now is a good reminder to slow 

down, be present, and be aware of where and 

when we are, who we are, and who we are with. 

There has been much joy shared and many 

moving moments experienced this year. I look 

forward to rounding it out by celebrating the 

Saviorôs birth with this community. 

The ensembles at Zion continue to share their 

gifts of music in our Sunday services. The 

Chancel Choir has been rehearsing and sharing 

new music we hope you enjoy. The Bell Choir is 

rehearsing and sharing beautiful music, and our 

Praise Band continues to bring contemporary 

music to our congregation. As The Table has 

occupied the first of every month, some 

members, under Neilôs leadership, will be 

visiting other locations who provide 

contemporary music in mostly liturgical settings. 

It is exciting to expand our ideas of what 

contemporary worship can be. Through the fall, 

we have enjoyed a visit by the wonderful 

Exquisite Brass, and we will be joined on 

November 30 by Lutheran Men of Song in 

collaboration with the Zion Chancel Choir. 

Our ensembles are a collection of the people at 

Zion. We have members in groups who have 

been involved for decades, and some who are 

joining for the first time this season. You are 

always welcome to join any of our ensembles, 

even if only for a period of time. It is a marvelous 

way to worship and we welcome you. Here are 

some current contacts and rehearsal times for 

each ensemble. We will be starting work on 

music for Christmas very soon. 

Praise Band:  Neil Forsythe - 

Neil@zionloveland.com 

Rehearsals every first and third Thursday from  

6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Bell Choir:  Bennett Stucky - 

bellchoir@zionloveland.com 

Rehearsals every Wednesday from 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Chancel Choir:  Noelle Bauman-Stucky - 

Noelle@Zionloveland.com 

Rehearsals every Wednesday from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

We are looking forward to this Advent Season 

and the Christmas Program with children, youth, 

and adults alike. The Christmas Program will be 

on Sunday, December 14. Interested families 

should watch communication to your emails for 

description and rehearsals. We will have a 

Sunday of joy sharing the birth of Jesus Christ 

and singing together. 

I know I am not only speaking for myself when I 

say the music staff is grateful for each and every 

one of you. We find connections and friendships 

in many ways, and we love being part of this 

community. 

Blessings. 

Music Ministry 
Noelle Bauman-Stucky 

mailto:Neil@zionloveland.com
mailto:bellchoir@zionloveland.com
mailto:Noelle@Zionloveland.com
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Sunday, November 16, 1:00 p.m. 

Home of John and Bonnie Stegner 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

Intimate setting, refreshments provided. 

Tickets must be purchased in advance, limited seating. 

(N :  The second half of this concert will be a request 

concert. Send your requests to Ryan in advance once you 

purchased your tickets.) 

Saturday, December 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Home of Mims Harris 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

Intimate setting, refreshments provided 

Tickets must be purchased in advance, limited seating. 

Presenting Ryan Marvel in Concert(s) 

Sunday, December 14, 3:00 p.m. 

Home of Mims Harris 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

Intimate setting, refreshments provided 

Tickets must be purchased in advance, 

limited seating. 

Monday, December 23, TBA 

Online Only 

Streaming on FB/YouTube Live. 

Free to all. 

Seasonal Concert with pianist Ryan Marvel 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 - 3:00 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church, Loveland, Colorado 

As we turn toward the holiday season, we hope you will join us for an 

afternoon of seasonal music with pianist and composer Ryan Marvel. 

The concert will feature selections from Ryanôs three Winter albums, 

and he will share the stories behind his original arrangements and 

compositions. Special guest Clay Roper will join us to offer two 

original poems that 

speak to the turning 

of the seasons, with original music underscoring his 

words.  

Ryan will also debut his new album ñHymns,ò a 

collection of beloved sacred songs. We hope you 

join us for this afternoon of community, reflection, 

and celebration of the holidays to come. 

Doors at 2:30 p.m. Concert at 3:00 p.m. 

All tickets available at the door. 

$20 per person. 

Albums and songbooks will be available for 

purchase. 

More on Ryan:  RyanMarvel.com 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/afternoon-house-concert-with-ryan-marvel-tickets-1619444986549?aff=aff0bandsintown&bit_userid=$%7Buser_id%7D&appId=wf_elnazneiry.pbz&comeFrom=242&artist_event_id=107276002
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seasonal-house-concert-with-ryan-marvel-tickets-1619463742649?aff=aff0bandsintown&bit_userid=$%7Buser_id%7D&appId=wf_elnazneiry.pbz&comeFrom=242&artist_event_id=107276014
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/seasonal-afternoon-house-concert-with-ryan-marvel-tickets-1619469539989?aff=aff0bandsintown&bit_userid=$%7Buser_id%7D&appId=wf_elnazneiry.pbz&comeFrom=242&artist_event_id=107276010
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Prepare your heart for worship 

Reflect on the beauty and message of our banners 
As you prepare your heart for 

worship and reflect on these 

banners, let them serve as 

reminders of the seasons that 

shape our spiritual journey. 

Each symbol invites us to 

pause and consider the ways 

Godôs presence is woven 

throughout our lives, 

encouraging us to respond with 

gratitude, service, and praise. 

¶ The tree overarches and connects our celebrations and the beautiful season of fall. We have been 

watered by streams of life to bear fruitðthe green depicting the Pentecost season of growth in 

Godôs Word to shift into service and worship. 

¶ The first banner celebrates the ELCA initiative ñGodôs Work. Our Hands.òða Sunday in 

September when ELCA congregations churchwide provide acts of service in their respective 

communities. 

¶ A basket in the second banner overflows with hearts, just as our lives overflow with the blessings 

of Godôs love for us and the love we share at Thanksgiving and in a season of stewardship and 

generosity. 

¶ Overlapping the second and third banners are candles aflame with arms lifted up in praise for the 

movement of the Spirit out into the world.  

¶ The Luther rose blooms in the third and fourth banners commemorating Reformation Sunday at the 

end of October and reminding us that we are saved by grace through faith in the cross of Jesus. 

¶ Finally, the fourth banner depicts a crown and cross above all, welcoming us to share in the glory 

of Christôs love that gathers the church on earth and in heaven. 

How else do you interact with this lovely art and prepare to receive Godôs grace in worship and give 

your praise? What do you see that draws your heart to God and this community? 

We are grateful for Zionôs artisans whose combined talents created these banners that embellish our 

worship sanctuary and enhance our worship experience. Our heartfelt gratitude goes to Jessica Kuhns, 

Susan Osborn, Lora Patrick, and Charlotte Schmidt. 

Zionôs fall banners are given in memory of  

Pastor Elliott Pancoast and Gloria Bongers. 
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Sharing Christmas Hope and Joy 
Pastor Veronica Kristian 

As we prepare for the holiday season, we may 

gather our favorite decorations, put up the 

Christmas tree, and hang stockings. These annual 

traditions are just a few of the ways we prepare 

our hearts to celebrate and share the joy of 

Christmas. 

This year, we have a few opportunities to gather 

as a church community to share the hope and joy 

of the season with our neighbors. 

Advent Festival 

On November 16, Zion families and friends are 

invited to celebrate the Advent Festival. We will 

make Christmas ornaments together and share 

devotional books and practices that can be used at 

home with families. Some of the Christmas 

ornaments made at the Advent Festival will be 

shared with our neighbors at The Landing youth 

shelter to brighten their own Christmas tree. 

Caroling 

On December 14, Zion families and friends are 

invited to caravan together for caroling! We 

will be visiting homebound communities. We 

will provide song sheets for singers and 

instruments for those who want to join in the 

festivities without singing. All ages are 

welcome. 

Longest Night 

On December 21, all who are seeking hope are 

invited to worship together on the Longest 

Night. This is a community-wide gathering 

honoring the grief that can accompany the 

holiday season. 

Thank you for sharing hope and joy with our 

neighbors in this season! 

Thank you everyone for your faithfulness and flexibility as we are trying some new things in Sunday 

school this year! We are blessed to be able to offer preschool Sunday school again; please spread the 

word to any families who may have little ones. 

We are also leaning into the gifts of our intergenerational community with some opportunities for 

Cross+Gen learning. If you havenôt experienced that yet, we invite you to join in on November 16 for 

our next Cross+Gen gathering at the Advent Festival. We had a blast learning together about 

Reformation history, biblical translation, and Martin Lutherôs theology at our Cross+Gen 

Reformation party. 

A reminder to all middle school families that middle school Sunday school will not gather on the 

Sundays when we meet for confirmation. If your child is interested in participating or helping with 

Sunday school on those days, please connect with Pastor Veronica. 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation 
Pastor Veronica Kristian 

Continued on page 7. 
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November 2 

¶ Preschool Sunday School with  

Janine and Sheyda Johnson 

¶ Elementary Sunday School with  

Sandy Bilstad and Soren Gall 

¶ High School Sunday School with  

Intern Pastor Max:  Hot Seat Q&A 

¶ Pastoral transition meeting with  

Synod Minister Sara Wirth 

9:45-10:45 a.m.ðZion Sunday School Rooms 

and Fellowship Hall 

November 9 

¶ Preschool Sunday School with  

Janine and Sheyda Johnson 

¶ Elementary Sunday School with  

Sandy Bilstad and Soren Gall 

¶ Middle School Sunday School with 

Catherine Glaser:  Get Crafty with 

Christmons 

¶ High School Worship Party with Alyssa 

Hawkins at Loveland Coffee Company 

¶ Adult Faith Formation:  Deeper in the Word 

(Intro to Prophets) with Jessica Kuhns 

9:45-10:45ðZion Sunday School Rooms and 

Conference Room 

Here is the schedule for upcoming Sunday morning faith formation opportunities, on Sundays from 

9:40-10:40 a.m. 

November 16 

¶ Cross+Gen Sunday School:  Advent Festival 

and Service Project 

9:45-10:45 a.m.ðZion Fellowship Hall 

November 23 

Thanksgiving BreakðNo Youth Sunday School 

¶ Adult Faith Formation:  Deeper in the Word 

(Prophets Part 2) 

9:45-10:45 a.m.ðZion Fellowship Hall 

November 30 

Thanksgiving BreakðNo Sunday School 

December 7 

All Ages Youth Sunday School:  Christmas 

Program Preparation 

9:45-10:45 a.m.ðZion Chapel 

December 14 

All Ages Youth Sunday School:  Christmas 

Program Preparation 

9:45-10:45 a.m.ðZion Chapel 

December 21 

Christmas BreakðNo Sunday School 

December 28 

Christmas BreakðNo Sunday School 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation continued from page 6. 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

ðR  15:4-5 



Eli Brauner 

"Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by so doing some people have shown 

hospitality to angels without knowing it. 

Continue to remember those in prison as if you 

were together with them in prison, and those 

who are mistreated as if you were suffering." 

ðH  13:2-3 (NIV) 

For Eliôs confirmation project, he worked on re-

staining the altar with support from his family. 

Thank you Eli for renewing the strength and 

beauty of our worship space! 

Josiah Kuhns 

ñד cheerful heart is a good medicine, but a 

downcast spirit dries up the bones.ò 

ðP  17:22 (NRSVUE) 

Josiah will be updating the Pray Ground area for 

storage and make the space more inviting for all 

ages that are young or young at heart. 

Nolan Gall 

"But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

1 C  15:57 (NIV) 

Confirmation Project: Nolan will be working with 

youth and families at Zion to revitalize the youth 

rooms to make them space youth look forward to 

gathering in and growing in faith together. 

Page 8 

Congratulations to Eli Brauner, Nolan Gall, and 

Josiah Kuhns, who shared their faith statements 

and celebrated their confirmation on October 26. 

Many thanks to the family, friends, and mentors 

who gathered to celebrate with them. 

We pray for their continued faith journey. 

Confirmation Celebrated 

In confirmation, Eli, 

Josiah, and Nolan 

affirmed their faith. 

Prayers and blessings were bestowed upon the 

confirmands by their extended faith family. 

The stoles are unique for each confirmand, reflecting their 

faith journey. Proudly they are pictured here with Pastor 

Veronica, Intern Pastor Max, and Pastor Joel. 

Congratulations, Eli, Josiah, and Nolan. 
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Intern ProjectðAll Hallows Eve 
Intern Pastor Max Miller 

On Halloween night, members 

of the Zion community gathered 

for a Fall Festival and All 

Hallows worship service crafted 

by me, Intern Pastor Max. The 

Fall Festival was a great 

fellowship event that included a 

chocolate fountain, candy apple 

bar, and sômores! We even had 

our own magician, as Doug 

Zimmerman performed some great 

close-up magic! No Fall Festival would be complete 

without a cozy fire as we gathered together on Zionôs 

patio for some seasonal fun.  

Once the sun had set, we gathered around the cross and 

worshipped together. The focus of my intern project was 

a service of light and hope meant to honor the saints. 

Unique features of the service included a procession by 

candlelight, and the reading of three saint illuminations 

as a witness to their lives of faith. The three saints 

chosen were St. Lawrence, Clara Brown, and Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer. Two of the saints have a specific connection 

to Zionôs ministry. Bonhoeffer was a topic at Nourish 

this fall, and the Biblical Justice Book Group read about 

Clara Brown in their most recent meeting. Overall, it 

was a wonderful night of remembrance of the faithful 

who have gone before us! 

A big part of All Hallows Eve was the assistance of 

many volunteers, especially Zionôs musicians. The 

Chancel Choir prepared special music for All Hallows 

Eve, including a spiritual in addition to their repertoire 

for All Saints Sunday! I would like to extend my 

profound gratitude for all the musicians who helped 

make this service so special. And an additional thank-

you to the youth and members of my Intern Committee 

who helped me pull this off. 

A recording of the service is available on Zionôs YouTube channel. You can email Intern Pastor Max 

(internpastor@zionloveland.com) if you want copies of any of the readings or saint illuminations! 

Zionôs Fall Festival featured seasonal treats and a special treat of close-

up magic performed by Doug Zimmerman. 

Intern Pastor Max was helped by Zion youth 

and Intern Committee members.  

The focus of the intern project was a service 

of light and hope meant to honor the saints.  
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In parting, a few words from Pastor Joel 

Hopefully by now you have read or heard the news of my resignation from the call at Zion, as I have 

been extended and accepted a call to serve at Lord of the Valley Lutheran Church in Granby, 

Colorado. Since that announcement, time has flown by at warp speed, and my final day of November 9 

is nearly here. 

I am grateful for how gracious many have received the news. While many of us carry deep grief over 

this change, many hold at the same time both appreciation for the 17 years I have been able to serve at 

Zion and an understanding for why I am feeling called to a new ministry. Now that we have had some 

time to process this new reality, I want to share more here based on some of the feedback and 

questions I have heard. 

What has drawn me to this call in Granby? Because of Zionôs generosity and attention to mission, I 

have developed gifts for the kinds of needs Lord of the Valley currently has. They are a small church 

community that is growing in membership and impact and is looking at whether their building reflects 

their mission and growth. They meet in a former house that has been added onto many times, and 

while many love their building, they want to make sure they are intentional about how it can fit their 

growing needs. Additionally, while they are making a difference in their community, they want to 

explore how to increase the impact that God can make through them, especially to those in need. 

Aside from the call to ministry, many of you know my love for the outdoors, and this call puts me 

closer to being able to do the things I love while my body still allows me to do them. The pace of 

ministry is slower and will allow me to be healthier than I have been. Also, many people who move to 

Grand County do so because they also want to spend time in the mountains, so this church asks that I 

participate in outdoor recreation with them, skiing and hiking each week as a church activity. 

What does this mean for Zion? After 17 years at Zion, I am convinced that Zion is in a good position 

for growth that I can no longer provide. You have gifted leadership in Pastor Veronica, and you are the 

kind of church that many pastors are looking to serve:  a generous community centered on Christ and 

making a difference in the community through the love of Jesus. Throughout Loveland, Zion is known 

as a church that cares, so I hope you will lean into those ministries to show Godôs love to the broader 

Continued on page 11. 
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In parting, a few words from Pastor Joel continued from page 10. 

community. Zion is a church that is willing to try new things to respond to a changing world, so I hope 

that you will find ways to participate in those things to draw people (including yourself) closer to each 

other and God. You are an incredible church community that I have been so proud and privileged to be 

part of, which is what makes it difficult for me to leave this call, but I know that God is calling me to 

serve in a different way. 

Sometime in the near future, Zion will have an interim pastor to work with Pastor Veronica. There will 

also be both a transition team and a call committee made up of people from Zion. If you have interest 

in helping identify the gifts and needs of Zion through the transition team or helping discern the next 

pastor who God is already leading here, please offer your name to church council members. If you do 

not serve on either of those, please trust their work and offer input when needed. Also, be patient, 

kind, and helpful to the current staff at Zion. With my departure, more will be expected of them, but 

they still have the same amount of time and energy, so they will need your prayers and support in this 

time of transition. 

Thank you again for your gracious support in this time of transition as we grieve this change together. 

Thank you for loving and encouraging me as a pastor, and my family. And thank you for your ongoing 

participation in Zion as a beautiful, generous expression of the body of Christ. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Joel 

Lord of the Valley with the mountain landscape in the background. 
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Origin 

With the goal of improving communications, 

Zion presented a proposal in 2012 introducing a 

revamped Eye on Zion newsletter. The 

newsletter would be a quarterly publication 

corresponding with the church seasons: 

¶ Fall (August-October) 

¶ Advent/Christmas/Epiphany  

(November-January) 

¶ Lent/Easter (February-April) 

¶ Summer (May-July). 

Newsletter content would be newsworthy, 

inspirational, and relevant. Its focus would be on 

ñnewò information rather than on recurring 

events. Printed copies of the newsletter would be 

mailed and available at the church; electronic 

copies would be available on the church website 

with sensitive information regarding the Family 

and Friends prayer requests omitted. Information 

on recurring events would be communicated 

through the weekly Sunday bulletin, a weekly  

e-On Zion email, and through the church website.  

New to Zion in 2011, John and Linda Sterner 

attended the new-member orientation classes led 

by Pastor Joel during which spiritual gifts were 

discussed and identified. With that, John (30-year 

career in finance) was twice elected church 

treasurer, then bookkeeper, and treasurer for the 

campus ministry at Colorado State University. 

And Pastor Joel invited Linda to be the editor of 

the revamped newsletter. For 25 years, Linda 

worked as a technical editor and ultimately 

publications department manager for Unisys/

Lockheed Martin in Minnesota and Virginia. 

From 2003 to 2011, she was the newsletter editor 

for her church in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

The Eye on Zion in Review 
Linda Sterner 

Continued on page 13. 

Pastoral Role 

The pastoral role is key to every issue of the 

newsletter. To date, this has been performed by 

Pastor Joel. The pastor sets the theme and 

delegates writing assignments for each issue, 

ensuring content is relevant and inspirational; 

promotes the deadline for submitting articles, and 

as a last step, performs a thorough, final review 

before the issue goes to press. All in all, the pastor 

functions as the editor-in-chief. 

We anticipate Pastor Joelôs successor to continue 

the pastoral leadership to the newsletter albeit to 

their preferred style and manner. 

Article Submissions 

We published the first issue in July 2012, a  

12-page issue. Subsequent issues have been as 

long as 36 pages. We are grateful the newsletter 

has been well received with so many of you 

submitting articles promoting various ministries 

of the church in which you are involved. Your 

articles instill in others the interest and desire to 

participate and with that, the ministries have 

grown and become more impactful. 

Editorial Process 

Articles are submitted to the editor in various 

ways: emailed to publications@zionloveland.com, 

placed in the church office box, and sometimes 

dictated over the phone. 

Ideally, the editorial process is completed within 

three days after receiving all the articles. 

The articles are assembled in an order that ensures 

a cohesive flow from beginning to end and in that 

order, they are copied and pasted into the 

mailto:publications@zionloveland.com
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established newsletter boilerplate (currently using 

Microsoft Publisher software). Each article is 

edited to ensure style consistency and 

grammatical correctness without altering the 

authorôs ñvoice.ò Photos are cropped and 

sharpened. Attention is given to copyright 

ownership as needed and adherence to the ELCA 

Style Guide and in this case, The Chicago Manual 

of Style. At times, items of relevant interest are 

obtained from the ELCA and Rocky Mountain 

Synod websites. My personal options (and 

choosing them is whatôs fun about editorial 

oversight) is in creating action captions for the 

photos, limiting use of color as I always thought 

it would detract from the impact of the written 

words, a snobby preference for toward vs 

towards, and for sure the use of the series comma. 

A printed copy is given to the pastor for a final 

review that is completed within one to two days. 

Final corrections are made to the newsletter after 

which it is saved to a flash drive that is handed to 

the Zion office manager (Lindsey Walter) for 

final printing, assemblage, and mailing. The flash 

drive contains the newsletter in three versions: a 

Publisher file, a pdf file as needed to ensure page 

setup remains intact when printing, and a pdf file 

saved in a format unique for the website. 

Ultimately, the flash drive is returned to the editor 

for reuse when the next issue is due. 

Going Forward 

Effective October 2026, Microsoft will no longer 

support its Publisher software. Therefore, a new 

program is required for the Eye on Zion 

newsletterðnew boilerplate created to ensure 

consistency from one issue to the next. Seeing 

this as a restrictive challenge, Linda Sterner set 

October 2026 as the date by which she would 

relinquish the role of editor. 

But with news of Pastor Joelôs leaving Zion, 

Linda has opted to relinquish the editorship upon 

The Eye on Zion in Review continued from page 12. 

completion of this issue. As Zion transitions to 

new church leadership, the pastoral role relative 

to the newsletter will also transition.  

Appropriately, the new leadership deserves the 

opportunity to implement in their own manner 

and with their own team how they prefer to 

communicate with the Zion community. Key to 

the new is what software is chosen for newsletter 

production, for I have no doubt that the Eye on 

Zion will prevail as the significant newsletter it 

has become. 

Please exercise patience as we possibly 

encounter a lapse in newsletter production during 

this transition phase. 

Editor Opportunity 

The role of newsletter editor is sometimes 

grueling, always deadline-focused, but best itôs a 

rewarding opportunity to serve Zion Lutheran 

Church. I encourage anyone interested in this 

role to let the pastors or office manager (Lindsey 

Walter) know. 

Having served as the Eye on Zion newsletter 

editor since July 2012, I have a lot of pride and 

ownership in this publication. This, too, I 

relinquish to my successor. And, if sought, I am 

available to help throughout the transition period.  

Dear Pastor Joel, 

Thank you for inviting me to be part of the 

newsletter team. I will be forever grateful that 

you invited me to serve the Zion community in a 

capacity where I was skilled and could be 

confident of successðwhere I could apply my 

publications-related spiritual gifts and make a 

meaningful contribution. Relenting this role is 

difficult for me as I have so much pride and 

ownership in this publication, but these are 

changing times and thus the time for me to make 

this change. 

 Linda 



On December 14, Think Humanity will again be 

selling handcrafted items in between and after 

church services. These items include Christmas 

ornaments, jewelry, baskets, purses, 

bags, trivets, hot pads, artistic 

Christmas cards, and some clothes. 

All are hand made by refugees in 

Uganda who are helped by Think 

Humanity who pays them for these items and in 

addition provides food (especially for widows), 

pays for education expenses, and hosts a 

Christmas party with simple gifts for the 

children. 

Think Humanity is a Christian-based NGO (non-

governmental organization) started about 15 

years ago by Beth and Jim Heckel of Loveland, 

Colorado, who continue to run it today. I have 

been a board member for 10 years and have been 

to Uganda twice to see its work. This 

organization has built over 110 wells, supports a 

medical clinic, and has distributed more than 

10,000 bed nets to prevent malaria. 
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Attention Christmas Shoppers! 
Will Reents 

Our main work, however, is educating high 

school girls. We provide a free education and all 

living expenses for 100 high school girls. We 

have our own dormitory, school, and 

teachers. Our girls come from farm 

families who donôt harvest enough 

food to sellðonly enough vegetables 

and rice to feed themselves. We feel 

that our girls can mature, become better educated, 

and develop into better leaders if they are under 

our direction 24 hours a day rather than be 

distracted by the poverty and time needed to 

support their families in the villages. These girls 

wouldnôt have much of a chance to escape 

poverty without the help of Think Humanity. 

Hopefully, you can find some appropriate giftsð

unique stocking stuffers perhapsðon December 

14 and thereby also support these refugees. 

Feel free to ask me, Beth, or Jim about Think 

Humanity. 

Please help the Zion Quilt Ti-ers by sewing these 12 squares 

together for a quilt top for Lutheran World Relief 

This is a good project for beginner level or if you are teaching a child 

to use a sewing machine. All the seams are straight. The 21-inch 

squares are joined with half-inch seams to make a 60 x 80 quilt top. 

The instructions are included. 

Then return the piece to us, and we will make it into a three-layer 

quilt. And, please take the Lutheran World Relief printout also. 

Thank you for helping to create a quilt for warmth and comfort to 

share. 

Susan Osborn 970-685-8520 



In October, Shawn Keefer from The Landing 

youth shelter led an informal training for five 

different host home providers (singles, couples, 

and families) who wanted to learn about hosting 

youth overnight in their homes. Because of state 

regulations, youth can only stay at The Landing 

for 21 consecutive days. However, if the staff 

believe the youth are on the right track or will be 

better off by 

being able to 

return, after two 

days they can 

return to The 

Landing to start 

a new 21-day 

term. The best 

situation is for 

these youth to 

have 

somewhere safe 

and stable to stay 

Land Acknowledgment 
Erin Bachman, Florence Doksansky, Jessica Kuhns, and Pastor Veronica 
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With great humility and gratitude, Zion Lutheran Church is acknowledging and honoring the 

indigenous peoples who first lived on the land where we worship. 

The ELCA continues to be committed to repentance, racial reconciliation, and healing. More 

information about this topic is available on their website at ELCA.org. 

During worship near Thanksgiving time, Zion will recognize our indigenous fore-peoples with prayers 

and readings. In addition, Greg Kristian has graciously created beautiful signs that will be placed at the 

church entrances. The signage  reads as follows: 

Zion Lutheran Church wishes to acknowledge and honor the 

hinonoôeinoô biitoôowuô (Arapaho), N¼u-agha-tӠƻӠ-ƓӠᶄЮ(Ute),  

Ts®sthoôe (Cheyenne), and Oļh®thi Ġak·wiǼ (Seven Council Fires)  

peoples, upon whose ancestral homelands we gather for worship. 

for those two days outside of the shelter, so those 

who attended the training will be contacted to let 

them decide if they have the time and space to 

offer when a youth has reached the 21-day 

maximum. We are grateful for those who are 

willing to provide a safe place to land. If you are 

interested in learning more about this, talk to 

anyone in the Zion office. 

Needed:  The Landing Host Homes 

Shawn Keefer of The Landing leads a training for those interested in providing a host 

home for youth for two days at a time. 
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As I write this, SafeLot, as a live project, taking 

in Guests, is about to turn two years old. During 

those two years, we have seen hope breaking in, 

pouring itself, and overflowing, time and time 

again. 

¶ Itôs in the eyes of the Guest whom we 

welcome to the program, knowing they and 

their family finally have a safe place to sleep, 

undisturbed, for the first time in a long time. 

¶ Itôs in the joy and laughter with the Guests 

and Volunteers at the twice-weekly dinners. 

¶ Itôs in the warmth of a shower that a Guest 

feels on a cold night (or the cool of a shower 

after a hot day) downstairs at Zion, while 

Volunteers prepare and serve a meal upstairs. 

¶ Itôs in the quiet glow of devices in Guestsô 

cars in the evening, recharged by the power 

cords SafeLot provides, as they settle down 

for a safe night to sleep, knowing the 

security cameras are there for an emergency. 

¶ Itôs in the comfort of the electric blankets 

that the program supplies to keep each Guest 

warm on cold nights. 

¶ Itôs in the relief we hear when we tell the 

Guests that they get to sleep inside on 

extremely cold (or extremely hot) nights. 

Hope Breaks In at SafeLot 
Anita Turner-Steele, SafeLot Manager/Coordinator, Zion 

¶ Itôs in the clean towels that Laundry 

Volunteers take home, wash, dry, fold, and 

bring back again. 

¶ Itôs in the voice at the other end of the phone 

when a Volunteer Host answers, and the 

Guest knows there is always someone 

willing to answer when needed. 

¶ Itôs in the caring of the Morning Host, 

checking just to be sure everything is okay. 

¶ Itôs in the countless little things that many 

might not see, but that need to be done: 

forms filled out, meetings held, and trash 

emptied. 

¶ Itôs in the tears of joy, of the SafeLot 

Community Members, Guests, and 

Volunteers, when one finally secures 

housing, and we all celebrate their 

impending departure. We will all miss them 

very much, but are so happy that they have 

been able to escape a system that is full of 

barriers. 

¶ And it will be there the following week, 

when the Interview Team interviews the next 

person to take that spot, and one of us says 

again, ñWelcome to SafeLot. I am so sorry 

you need us, but very glad you found us.ò  

And, once again, hope begins to break in. 

Loveland SafeLot Parking (LSP) 

ñSheltering Those Who Shelter in Carsò 
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Hello Zion! 

It is with incredible joy and gratitude for your support and love throughout this 

ministry journey that I share:  I have received a call AND I am getting ordained!! 

On October 5, I was officially called as the new Associate Pastor of Evangelical 

Lutheran Church (ELC) in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, and have already begun 

serving the congregation. This role allows me to focus on youth and family 

ministry while also sharing preaching and pastoral care responsibilities 

alongside our senior pastor. ELC is a thriving congregation, and I am so 

excited to see what ministry we will do together! 

So, mark your calendars:  Friday, November 14, beginning at 6:30 p.m. EST (4:30 p.m. MST), at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Robesonia, Pennsylvania (my childhood church)ðI will be ordained! 

The service WILL be livestreamed and that link will be shared with the congregation as soon as itôs 

available. If anyone is interested in making the journey to attend in person, please reach out, and I will 

be happy to provide you with a list of local accommodations for the weekend.  

I truly cannot express my gratitude enough for the Zion community! As you all enter into a time of 

transition, hold fast to the good and faithful ministry that has been done and will continue to be done 

through your witness to Christ Jesus in the lives of others. This ordination will be a celebration of that 

witness. Iôm looking forward to being with you soon, in body or in spirit!  

Soon to be Pastor Rosalie! 
Rosalie Brunner 

Similar to Zionôs Kids in Christ, soon-to-be Pastor Rosalie conducts a childrenôs moment during worship at 

Evangelical Lutheran Church where she will be the Associate Pastor. 

Former Zion Intern Pastor 

Rosalie will be ordained 

on November 14. 

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm,  

to give you a future with hope. 

ðJ  29:11 
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At Rest in Our Fatherôs House 
Lynn Loken who died August 17, 2025, and 

whose funeral was at Zion on August 23. 

Pastor Bob Munneke who died September 19, 

2025, and whose funeral was at Zion on 

September 25. 

Jerry Klein who died September 27, 2025, and 

whose funeral was at First Lutheran Church in 

Eaton, Colorado. Jerry and his wife Ginger were 

former members of Zion. 

Jeanette, sister of Janie Lichtfuss 

Mark Marshall, stepdad of Angie Elder 

Don Dahlen, brother of Chuck Dahlen 

Joyous Celebration of Baptism 
Alison Green and her mother Kadie Green who 

were baptized on September 21, 2025, at Zion. 

 

 

We Keep in Prayer 

Zion offers up prayers for those in needðfor 

members, for friends, for community, for our 

country, and for the world. 

 

 

 

 

Among Members and Friends  

August 11, 2025 

Dear Pastor Joel, 

Thanks to you, a victim of violence has a safe place 

to sleep, and resources to rebuild their life. Your 

willingness to help makes a life-changing 

difference for a victim of violence who often feels 

lost and helpless. Thank you for your generous in-

kind gift of clothes for clients on 07/28/2025. Your 

support, along with our generous, caring 

community, will enable us to serve more victims 

who are seeking safe shelter, advocacy, and 

resources. Together we are making a difference in 

the many lives of women, men, and families we 

serve. I would like to express my sincerest 

appreciation for your support of Alternatives to 

Violence on behalf of our clients, staff, and board. 

 Sincerely, 

 Kari Clark, Executive Director 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gratitude 
Thank you for this lovely prayer shawl. As my 

husband continues to decline and hospice 

continues our difficult time of waiting and 

watching, it is such a comfort to know that you hold 

us in your prayers. 

I had never thought about a prayer shawl ministry 

celebrating joy! Thank you for sharing this lovely 

shawl as we shared Godôs Word together. The 

story of the woman who only wanted to touch the 

hem of Jesusô cloak to be healed became even more 

meaningful as I wrapped myself in this shawl and 

remembered your prayers to be open to Godôs 

Word. Please accept this donation to support any 

of your many caring ministries. 

Thank you so much for the lovely prayer shawl. It 

is so nice of you. My husband is recovering slowly 

from his fall, and I share the shawl with him when 

my caregiving becomes difficult. This ministry is a 

kind spirit, and your thoughtfulness in sharing is 

appreciated. Blessings! 
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Dear Zion Family, 

We write with grateful hearts for the many ways you have blessed our family. When we initially came to 

Zion 2.5 years agoð mostly to recover and heal from difficult medical issuesðyou welcomed us with 

open arms. When we decided to officially relocate to Colorado, you shared hospitality and kindness 

with us. Of special note were the frequent connections (and humor!) provided by George Stevens. And 

the care and photos from Teresa Majeski posted on Facebook helped our far-away family and church 

friends know we were ok in Colorado. 

When Bob was facing a rapid decline in his health, we welcomed visits from Pastor Joel Pancoast, 

Intern Pastor Max Miller, Pastor Paul and Debbie Joncas, and Teresa Majeski. And on the night Bob 

died, we were so blessed that Pastor Joel and Intern Pastor Max were able to be with us and support us 

through the night, with prayer, support, and listening. 

As we evaluated our family schedules, we determined that holding Bobôs memorial service would work 

out best just 6 days after he died. To make it possible, the entire Zion staff and volunteer core sprang 

into action: 

¶ Lindsey Walter worked with the electrical contractors to ensure the sanctuary would be usable for 

the memorial service, and she beautifully coordinated all activities related to the service logistics 

and implementation. 

¶ Pastor Joel, Pastor Veronica Kristian, and Intern Pastor Max provided support throughout and 

were instrumental in officiating, singing, and offering a meaningful memorial service for Bob. 

¶ Stig Oresjo and Pam Stevens managed the technical aspects of the service; their efforts ensured 

that so many of our family and church friends from Minnesota and other places could participate 

online in the memorial service or view it later on YouTube. 

¶ David Dunbar ensured beautiful music for the service, including a brass group that we know 

delighted Bob in heaven! 

¶ We also appreciate Ronda Buck for the many ways she supports the Zion facilities. 

¶ There are many behind-the-scenes volunteers who we appreciate:  Of note, Elaine Nichols 

recruited volunteer bakers and helped with the luncheon setup and cleanup. 

We felt blessed that so many Zion members joined us during the memorial service and luncheon, and 

we are overwhelmed by the love and care we have received from you with cards, calls, visits, and 

contributions in Bobôs memory to Zionôs Intern Program. 

Your support has made such a difference.  Thank you, Zion family! 

    Darlene Munneke and Family  

Among Members and Friends  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.ïJ  14:27 
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The bell tolls the joy of Jesusô triumph over death, and a candle is lit as a reminder that Christôs light 

has shone through the lives of these saints at Zion: 

 Diana Abraham Tim Barber  Dennis Bernhardt  Alvina Blehm  

 Verl Carlson Marilyn Hinrichsen  Chris Holthusen  Eunice Holthusen 

 Lynn Loken Cristobal Lucero  Bob Munneke  Janice Pickard 

 Jim Poppe  Royce Schultz  Carolyn Smela   Joanne Sterkel 

We rejoice in the lives of those who have been called saints of God through the waters of baptism: 

Zoey Boudette Alison Green Kadie Green Abigail Samelson 

And we give thanks for these ministry projects in memory of the Saints gone before us: 

Communion Trays   Charmie Steine 

The Table Small Communion Trays Ed Schroeder 

All Creation Sings Hymnals  Don and Kate Barnes 

Holy Week Banners  Elliott Pancoast 

Fall Seasonal Banners  Elliott Pancoast and Gloria Bongers 

Meningitis Foundation  Marilyn Hinrichsen 

Animal Rescue of NOCO  Diana Abraham 

Internship   Bob Munneke 

All Saints Sunday 
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the body of Christ. This day 

calls us to remember all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete, as well as those who 

have begun their journey of faith through the waters of baptism, since All Saints Sunday last year. At 

the Lordôs Table we gather with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that the promises of God 

will be fulfilled and that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. 

Circle of Friends 
Lora Patrick 

On September 21, we had a great kickoff for Circle of Friends with 47 people 

participating in six small groups that will meet four times over six months for faith-

filled conversations, great food, and fun. Each group determines when they meet and the 

food that they will try. The food has been good, and it has been great to have the opportunity to get to 

know each other better. Participant Stig Oresjo said, ñIt has been great to meet people in the 

congregation and have the time to talk to each other. It has been fun to eat from different kitchens and 

eat food from different places around the country.ò Joyce Robinson commented, ñI love getting to 

know the people in our circle and eating new and delicious foods.ò Several groups have already met for 

their first destination dinner and are looking forward to their next time to meet as a Circle of Friends. 
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Happy Birthday and Congratulations 

Congratulations to Casey and Alyssa Hawkins (n®e Hart) on the 

blessing of their marriage on September 22. Loving the outdoors 

and hiking together, they chose to have their wedding at Twin 

Lakes, high in the mountains outside of Leadville, Colorado. It was 

a beautiful day to start their happy marriage together! 

Evelyn Haber 

celebrated her 

98th birthday on 

October 23. Her 

granddaughter 

had family members bring 

Evelyn to her wedding, which 

had been a complete surprise to 

her until she 

arrived at the 

location and 

saw the 

happy 

couple. The 

next day, they celebrated 

Evelynôs birthday with a small 

group of family and friends. 
Surely the overarching rainbow is a godly promise of blessings. 

Construction Conversations 

Ron Buchholz has been working with the 

folks over at The Landing youth shelter to 

help build out the connex box they have 

behind their building for better storage. 

They are planning to work on it Saturday, 

August 23, in the morning and could use 

help. If you are willing and available, 

please let me know as soon as possible. 

ðP  J 

Bill had a great idea that maybe by using 

common 2 x 4 x 92 5/8 inch wall studs we 

could save some time and money. 

ðG  K  

Just wanted to verify that we are on for this 

Saturday the 23rd to work on the connex? 

We will have it empty for you and the gates 

and connex open. 

ðA  B , T  L 

Zion Builds at The Landing 

Before   During   After 
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F ðThe Light Eaters: How the Unseen 

World of Plant Intelligence Offers a New 

Understanding of Life on Earth by Zoe 

Schlanger, 2024, 304 pages, Nonfiction. 

It takes tremendous biological creativity to be a 

plant. To survive and thrive while rooted in a 

single spot, plants have adapted ingenious 

methods of survival. In recent years, scientists 

have learned about their ability to communicate, 

recognize their kin and behave socially, hear 

sounds, morph their bodies to blend into their 

surroundings, store useful memories that inform 

their life cycle, and trick animals into behaving to 

their benefit, to name just a few remarkable 

talents. 

The Light Eaters is a deep immersion into the 

drama of green life and the complexity of this 

wild and awe-inspiring world that challenges our 

very understanding of agency, consciousness, and 

intelligence. In looking closely, we see that 

plants, rather than imitate human intelligence, 

have perhaps formed a parallel system. What is 

intelligent life if not a vine that grows leaves to 

blend into the shrub on which it climbs, a flower 

that shapes its bloom to fit exactly the beak of its 

pollinator, a pea seedling that can hear water 

flowing and make its way toward it? Zo± 

Schlanger takes us across the globe, digging into 

her own memories and into the soil with the 

scientists who have spent their waking days 

studying these amazing entities up close. 

What can we learn about life on earth from the 

living things that thrive, adapt, consume, and 

accommodate simultaneously? More important, 

what do we owe these life forms once we come 

to understand their rich and varied abilities? 

Examining the latest epiphanies in botanical 

research, Schlanger spotlights the intellectual 

Zion Evening Book Group Selections 
Jaci Engel 

struggles among the researchers conceiving a 

wholly new view of their subject, offering a 

glimpse of a field in turmoil as plant scientists 

debate the tenets of ongoing discoveries and how 

they influence our understanding of what a plant 

is. 

We need plants to survive. But what do they need 

us forðif at all? An eye-opening and informative 

look at the ecosystem we live in, this book 

challenges us to rethink the role of plantsðand 

our own placeðin the natural world. 

We meet on Thursday, February 19, at 7:00 p.m. 

Location TBD. 

M ðWe Gotta Get Out of This Place :The 

Soundtrack of the Vietnam War by Doug Bradley 

and Craig Werner, 2015, 272 pages, Nonfiction. 

Note: Possibly include a zoom call with the 

author! 

For a Kentucky rifleman who spent his tour 

trudging through Vietnamôs central highlands, it 

was Nancy Sinatraôs ñThese Boots Are Made for 

Walkinô.ò For a ñtunnel ratò who blew smoke into 

the Viet Congôs underground tunnels, it was Jimi 

Hendrix's ñPurple Haze.ò For a black marine 

distraught over the assassination of Martin Luther 

King Jr., it was Aretha Franklinôs ñChain of 

Fools.ò And for countless other Vietnam vets, it 

was ñI Feel Like Iôm Fixinô to Die,ò ñWho'll Stop 

the Rain,ò or the song that gives this book its title. 

In We Gotta Get Out of This Place, Doug Bradley 

and Craig Werner place popular music at the heart 

of the American experience in Vietnam. They 

explore how and why U.S. troops turned to music 

as a way of connecting to each other and the world 

back home and of coping with the complexities of 

the war they had been sent to fight. They also 

Continued on page 23. 
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Zion Evening Book Group Selections continued from page 22. 

instant. In war, she meetsˈand becomes one 

of̍the lucky, the brave, the broken, and the lost. 

But war is just the beginning for Frankie and her 

veteran friends. The real battle lies in coming 

home to a changed and divided  

America, to angry protesters, and to a country that 

wants to forget Vietnam. 

The Women is the story of one woman gone to 

war, but it shines a light on all women who put 

themselves in harmôs way and whose sacrifice 

and commitment to their country has too often 

been forgotten. A novel about deep friendships 

and bold patriotism, The Women is a richly drawn 

story with a memorable heroine whose idealism 

and courage under fire will come to define an era. 

We meet on Thursday, April 16, at 7:00 p.m. 

Location TBD. 

M ðMaster Slave Husband Wife: An Epic 

Journey from Slavery to Freedom by Ilyon Woo, 

2023, 416 pages, Nonfiction. 

In 1848, a year of international democratic revolt, 

a young, enslaved couple, Ellen and William 

Craft, achieved one of the boldest feats of self-

emancipation in American history. Posing as 

master and slave, while sustained by their love as 

husband and wife, they made their escape 

together across more than 1,000 miles, riding out 

in the open on steamboats, carriages, and trains 

that took them from bondage in Georgia to the 

free states of the North. 

Along the way, they dodged slave traders, 

military officers, and even friends of their 

enslavers, who might have revealed their true 

identities. The tale of their adventure soon made 

them celebrities, and generated headlines around 

the country. Americans could not get enough of 

this charismatic young couple, who traveled 

another 1,000 miles crisscrossing New England, 

demonstrate that music was important for every 

group of Vietnam veteransðblack and white, 

Latino and Native American, men and women, 

officers and ñruntsòðwhose personal reflections 

drive the bookôs narrative. Many of the voices are 

those of ordinary soldiers, airmen, seamen, and 

marines. But there are also ñsoloò pieces by 

veterans whose writings have shaped our 

understanding of the warðKarl Marlantes, 

Alfredo Vea, Yusef Komunyakaa, Bill Ehrhart, 

Arthur Flowersðas well as songwriters and 

performers whose music influenced soldiersô 

lives, including Eric Burdon, James Brown, Bruce 

Springsteen, Country Joe McDonald, and John 

Fogerty. Together their testimony taps into 

memoriesðindividual and culturalðthat capture 

a central if often overlooked component of the 

American war in Vietnam. 

We meet on Thursday, March 19, at 7:00 p.m. at 

the home of Kate and Dick Pederson, 3573 

Saguaro Drive, Loveland, CO 80537. 

A ðThe Women: A Novel by Kristin Hannah, 

2024, 480 pages, Fiction. 

Women can be heroes. When twenty-year-old 

nursing student Frances ñFrankieò McGrath hears 

these words, it is a revelation. Raised in the sun-

drenched, idyllic world of southern California and 

sheltered by her conservative parents, she has 

always prided herself on doing the right thing. But 

in 1965, the world is changing, and she suddenly 

dares to imagine a different future for herself. 

When her brother ships out to serve in Vietnam, 

she joins the Army Nurse Corps and follows his 

path. 

As green and inexperienced as the men sent to 

Vietnam to fight, Frankie is overwhelmed by the 

chaos and destruction of war. Each day is a 

gamble of life and death, hope and betrayal; 

friendships run deep and can be shattered in an 

Continued on page 24. 
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drawing thunderous applause as they spoke alongside some of the greatest abolitionist luminaries of 

the dayðamong them Frederick Douglass and William Wells Brown. 

But even then, they were not out of danger. With the passage of an infamous new Fugitive Slave Act 

in 1850, all Americans became accountable for returning refugees like the Crafts to slavery. Then yet 

another adventure began, as slave hunters came up from Georgia, forcing the Crafts to flee once 

againðthis time from the United States, their lives and thousands more on the line and the stakes 

never higher. 

With three epic journeys compressed into one monumental bid for freedom, Master Slave Husband 

Wife is an American love storyðone that would challenge the nationôs core precepts of life, liberty, 

and justice for allðone that challenges us even now. 

We meet on Thursday, May 21, at 7:00 p.m. Location TBD. 

Zion Evening Book Group Selections continued from page 23. 

It been another wonderful period at Nourish, and Iôm excited for upcoming tweaks to the program 

format. If you havenôt been to Nourish before, now is a great time to jump in! 

Iôd like to thank Florence Doksansky, Jessica Kuhns, Erin Bachman, and Pastor Joel for sharing their 

insights as part of the ñNoCo Nourishò podcast. Florence discussed ñIs a common faith important in 

relationships?ò Jessica and Erin shared thoughts about this yearôs ballot measures, and Pastor Joel 

reflected on ñIs church still important?ò If youôd like to catch up on any of these amazing 

conversations, search for ñNoCo Nourishò in your favorite podcast app. 

While its great to have recorded conversations to stay connected, our monthly meetup is even better! 

At a recent meetup, we had almost as many people from out of the Zion community as we had 

members of our community! If youôd like to join us in person, we meet from 5:30-7:00 p.m. and a 

meal is provided. And bring the whole family as there is a similar youth program running at the same 

time. 

As mentioned earlier, this is a great time to try out or come back to Nourish! We will not have our 

monthly meetup in December, but will start again in January. This will give us enough time to prepare 

for some small format changes. In the upcoming months, we plan to post podcasts more frequently 

and attempt to get more conversations from those outside the Nourish community and outside the Zion 

community. We are also going to try a new practice of giving our concerns to God through a ñburnt 

offering.ò 

Our next monthly meetups will be on January 10, February 14, and March 14. 

I cannot live without books.ðT  J  

Nourish 
Joel Brauner 
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In October, twelve Zion men journeyed 

into the mountains to spend the weekend 

together growing in faith and fellowship. 

There was time centered on 

conversations around healthy masculinity 

opposed to our cultureôs view of 

masculinity, and focusing on ñThe Book 

of Forgivingò written by Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu and his daughter Mpho 

Tutu. But there was also more 

lighthearted time for hiking, visiting the 

nearby town of Grand Lake, playing 

games, watching football, sitting in the 

hot tub, and cooking and eating meals 

together. We hope this is the first of what 

will become an annual retreat, so if you 

are interested in participating next year, 

let Ron Christensen or the church office 

know to get you connected. 

Menôs Retreat 
Pastor Joel Pancoast 

The twelve who attended the 2025 Zion Men's Retreat. 

Worship and conversation in a beautiful cabin above Lake Granby. 

The view from the cabin, looking down on Lake Granby 

shrouded in clouds. 
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Womenôs Retreat 
Sarah Gall 

Womenôs Retreat 

2025 looked a bit 

different than the past 

number of years. 

Along with the other 

members of the 

retreat committee 

(Pastor Veronica, 

Amy Brauner, 

Bonnie Schowalter), 

we realized quickly 

during our planning 

the call to host at 

Zion this 

year  Gathering at the 

church Friday evening 

and all day Saturday, our theme was ñWhat Women Carryò and the myrrhbearers. Called women, who 

supported Jesusós ministry in the way of care, shelter, food, financial support, and much more are 

referred to as the myrrhbearers. Specifically, these women are honored for their courage and devotion 

to Jesus for being the few followers present at Christôs crucifixion and for anointing Jesusô body with 

myrrh and spices. The myrrhbearers also became the first witnesses to the resurrection, who then 

shared the Good News with other apostles. 

Friday night opened the retreat with a beautiful time together, sharing one thing that we each ñcarryò to 

be placed on an altar. Each sharing our tangible object both physically and in our hearts, represented 

things we carry. Continuing the community connection, we all completed an individual art project 

together led by Lora and Natalie Patrick. Each one of us picked out an image that spoke to us to create 

a light box. Coming together to create a symbol of the light we carry, even in the midst of burdens, 

brought hope and symbols of beauty. Throughout the weekend, we had opportunities to support one 

another in the many things we carry; offering one another comfort including writing encouraging 

prayers to fellow participants, which will be opened throughout the upcoming year. 

In keeping with our theme ñthe things that women carry,ò we offered support to help women in our 

community who are carrying intense burdens. Donated items, from the Alternatives to Violence wish 

list, were collected, along with financial support of $205 for ñNew Beginnings,ò a church inside the 

womenôs correctional facility in Denver. Ending the retreat with a communal dinner and worship in the 

chapel, 28 women gathered together for this weekend of spiritual renewal and release. While we may 

still be holding onto our heavy carrying, we are lighter for sharing this time together, knowing that 

others carry our burdens along with us. 

The 2025 Zion Womenôs Retreat was well attended. 
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Pastor Joel in Review 

 2008 

2025 


